ROTARY INDUCTION – MARCH 23, 2012

Good afternoon everyone.  
I deem it an honor to induct a new member into our club because the ceremony provides for a rededication on the part of the veteran membership.  It’s good for the new and veteran members to be together to show a sense of unity, a solidarity of purpose, and a willingness to work together for the benefit of our community and the world.  We reaffirm our dedication to the object of Rotary, which is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a worthy enterprise.  We encourage the development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service.  We encourage high ethical standards in business and professions. We encourage the application of the ideal of service by every Rotarian to his personal, business, and community life.  Lastly, we encourage the advancement of international understanding, good will, and peace.  
And so, I ask each member to be proud that you are a Rotarian. Rotary does so many wonderful things around the world and you can point with pride that you are part of all this.  Members are business and professional leaders united in commitment to the object of Rotary exemplified in the motto “Service Above Self.”  In keeping with this motto, we get involved in promoting activities in the four avenues of service.  While we are serving our own club and community, we must not lose track of the work of Rotary International including the Rotary Foundation, the matching grants projects, the Health, Hunger and Humanity grants, the Polio Plus Campaign, Ambassadorial Scholarships, Rotary Peace Programs, the Group Study Exchange, and the Gift of Life Program.  So, you see, we have many worthwhile international projects to support in addition to our own foundation and community projects.  
We are here because we care about all the objectives of Rotary.  Rotary is a mighty organization, which is dedicated to the service of mankind.  It has been created in the midst of a practical and material world.  It is devoted to the simple but more worthwhile things of life.
A number of people may be disappointed because they cannot find any useful purposes for themselves in this life.  There are people who sit around and want to be asked to participate in some worthwhile endeavor.  These are the people, who sit around and wait for their ship to come in but are wasting their time because they never sent a ship out.  
The person who joins our club is in a sense sending out his ship into the world in an endeavor to perform some worthy and useful service.  The person who joins our club is providing for himself an opportunity for a more abundant life in his community.  Our club makes possible a better understanding between business and professional people of our community and throughout the world.  The member who studies the objects of Rotary will be a better citizen, a better business person and a better member of his/her family.  It has been and continues to be the purpose of this club to inject into the materialism of the world in which we live a form of justice and a new conception of the Golden Rule. 

I now call on _________ to step forward.    Welcome to Rye Rotary. 

 ________, tell us a bit about yourself. 
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