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T Nonimmigrant Status
Eligibility Requirements: 

1. The applicant is or has been a victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons
2. The applicant is physically present in the United States, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, or at a port-of-entry
3. The applicant has complied with any reasonable request for assistance from law enforcement OR was under the age of 

18 at the time at least one act of trafficking occurred OR the applicant, due to physical or psychological trauma, is unable 
to cooperate

4. The applicant would suffer extreme hardship involving unusual and severe harm upon removal

The TVPA defines a “severe form of trafficking” as: (A) Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or 
coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age; or (B) The recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for 
the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

5,000 Visas available each year – USCIS has not reached the cap. USCIS is currently taking 27.5 months to process these cases

Applicant can include family members in their application based on their age at the time of filing:
1. If applicant is over 21: spouse and unmarried children under the age of 21 at the time of filing. 
2. If applicant is under 21: spouse, children under the age of 21 at the time of filing, parent(s), unmarried siblings under 

the age of 18 at the time of filing. 
3. T-Visa Applicants may also be able to include adult or minor children of the derivative family members if there is a 

present danger of retaliation. 

Can file for Permanent Residence after three years in status if the Applicant has:
1. Maintained continuous presence in the U.S. for 3 years;
2. Complied with reasonable requests to cooperate in investigation or prosecution;
3. Has good moral character; and
4. Is admissible or qualifies for a waiver of inadmissibility.
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T-Visa Processing Times

Processing Time in Months
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