
                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        1 

  

The Inspiration  

  

  

  

Greetings    1 
 

     2  
 
Peace in China                                           3               
                                                                                                                                                                        
Creating a Better World With 
Peace Ambassadors                4                           
                                                                                                                             
4-­WAY-­TEST a peace tool     5 
Art For The Heart       6    
Affiliated with the Peace 
Corps?                                       7                            
                                                 
Meet Kevin Melton                    8 
                                 
Peace and Conflict A          
Perspective                               9                            
                  
Rotary Peace Fellow                         
Bianca Neff                             10  
Your Membership Matters     11 

Travels With The Mule           12      

Astronaut Speaks to Rotary 
Club of Alexandria                 13  

    
Alex Central Mixer                  14 
Bleiweis Community                          
Education Initiative                15 
Peace Fellowship Apply!      16 
10 Million Meal Challenge     17 
District Conference info        18 

   
  

 

Staff:      Jim Holcombe 
                June Woditsch 
 
Publisher: James Hicks 

Photographers:   

 Dave Borowski       
 Dave Mercer 

  

Important  Dates 

February  Club Speech and Essay Contests  
February 1 District Rotarian  of  the  Year  Nomination due  

 
February 18 Presidents Day  
February  23 Rotary International 114th Birthday  
February  23 District Advisory Council  
February  28 Chesapeake PETS 

  

  

-­ -­   

  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        2 

  

  

-­   

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

     

     

  
  

                 

-­ -­

  

  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        3 

  

  

     

  

  

  
-­

  

  
  

-­      



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        4 

  

  

                                      

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
-­   
  

  
  

  

-­   



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        5 

  

-­-­ -­-­   
     
     
     
     
     
  

  

-­
-­   

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

-­

-­

  
  

-­

  

-­-­
  

-­
  

-­ -­
  

-­   



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        6 

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

-­   

-­
  

  

-­   



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        7 

  

-­   

    

  

  

  
-­

-­

      
  

-­
  

-­   
-­   

-­   

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbiH5QYA2z5H3nn7gYZYNlj7QU7GJ1DsLA9UYihjT2F-hlPA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenbLCyEcjbNiNJCNzTw59KL80f7k1HriqvtavnCHl9CFmgGw/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenbLCyEcjbNiNJCNzTw59KL80f7k1HriqvtavnCHl9CFmgGw/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:brouillettej@gmail.com
mailto:ghanarpcv@hotmail.com
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As  a  newly  appointed  Rotary  Peace  Fellow  in  2010,  I  had  it  all  figured  out.  My  field  work  in  Kyrgyzstan  
and  Morocco  would  benefit  from  this  Masters  degree  through   amazing  Rotary  Peace  Fellowship  

Rotary  Peace  Center  in  Bradford,  U.K.  The  plan  was  to  get  further  aca-­
demic  credentials  and  then  head  back  to  Central  Asia,  probably  Afghanistan,  and  help  train  local  peacebuilders  and  me-­

t?  

During  my  time  as  a  Rotary  Peace  Fellow,  I  unexpectedly  came  to  a  crucial  crossroads  in  my  personal  and  professional  
life.  Many  of  us  have  experienced  these  Aha!  
the  new  crossroads  might  seem  like  a  new  change  in  direction.  Yet,  you  also  realize  that  everything  until  now  has  seren-­
dipitously  led  you  to  this  exact  point.  

The  scene  was  this:  I  was  having  dinner  at  the  home  of  a  Palestinian  classmate  of  mine,  Bassam.  He  is  the  founder  of  an  
incredible  organization  called  Combatants  for  Peace,  working  with  both  Israeli  and  Palestinian  former  combatants  who  
have  embraced  non-­violence  and  are  working  toward  reconciliation.  He  and  his  Israeli  counterpart  are  two  of  my  heroes.  
The  painful  part,  however,  is  that  they  have  both  had  daughters  who  were  tragically  killed  as  pawns  in  this  conflict.  They  
and  their  families  have  paid  the  very  highest  personal  price  for  the  work  they  do.  

The  critical  crossroads  I  mentioned  above  came  when  I  was  having  dinner  with  Bassam  and  his  wife.  It  was  a  night  
wherein  I  started  to  get  an  inside  glimpse  into  the  personal  toll  that  these  kinds  of  sacrifices  take.  The  realization  hit  me  
like  a  ton  of  bricks:  The  same  factors  that  give  people  like  Bassam  and  his  wife  so  much  authority  when  they  talk  compel-­
lingly  about  reconciliation namely,  their  personal  experience  of  losing  a  10-­year  old  child  in  a  forever-­life-­altering  trage-­
dy are  the  same  factors  that  threaten  to  derail  them  psychologically,  emotionally,  and  mentally.  

have  proper  support  during  their  toughest  times.  How  can  trained  people  like  me,  who  understand  the  complexities  of  
peacebuilding,  come  alongside  to  help  keep  these  heroes  stronger,  healthier,  and  more  resilient  against  the  million  chal-­
lenges  they  face  daily?  

peacebuilders  in  this  area  of  trauma  resilience.  Our  organization,  Petra  Peacebuilders,  provides  timely  support  in  critical  
areas  of  the  world  like  Afghanistan,  Iraq,  South  Sudan,  and  others.  

Interested  in  learning  more  about  the  importance  of  resilient  peacebuilders?  Visit  our  website  at  PetraPeacebuilders.org  
or  drop  me  a  line!  bneff@PetraPeacebuilders.org         

  
  

mailto:bneff@PetraPeacebuilders.org


                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        11 

  

Net        -­  13                                                                  
Members  

  

  

  
  
  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        12 

  

  

  

-­ -­   



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        13 

  

  
    

  
    

  
    

  
    

  

  

  

  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        14 

  

-­

-­
  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        15 

  

  

-­   

  
    

  
    

  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        16 

  

  

-­   

                    

                                     
                                

  
  

  

-­   
  

-­   
  

  
  

  
  

  
-­   

-­
-­   

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
-­   

  
  

  
  

  



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        17 

  

-­

  
  

-­   
  

  
  

  
  

-­   
  

  

-­‐   



                    The Inspiration -­  Rotary District 7610 Newsletter                        18 

  

     

  
-­ -­   
-­ -­   
  

       

     
  

  

  

  
  

-­   
  

  
  
  

  

  
  

 

mailto:tom.obryon@stewardpartners.com

