ROTARY GLOSSARY

active member	A club member who pays dues and enjoys
the privileges of membership as provided in Rotary’s constitutional documents
areas of focus	The causes that Rotary concentrates its
service efforts on: peacebuilding and conflict prevention; disease prevention and treatment; water, sanitation, and hygiene; maternal and child health; basic education and literacy; community economic development; and environment
Cadre	The Rotary Foundation Cadre of Technical Advisers, a network of Rotary members who volunteer their professional skills and
technical expertise in Rotary’s areas of focus and financial management to increase the impact of Rotary grant projects
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Club and District Support (CDS)
Club Excellence
Award


club leadership learning seminar

Rotary staff members who provide specialized advice and support to club and district leaders
An award that Rotary, Rotaract, and Interact clubs can earn each year by achieving a number of goals that align with Rotary’s Action Plan
An event where incoming club leaders prepare for their roles

codes of policies	Documents that detail Rotary International’s
and The Rotary Foundation’s policies and procedures. They are updated after each meeting of the RI Board or The Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees.

constitutional documents



Council on Legislation (COL)



Council on Resolutions
(COR)
district conference

District Designated Funds
(DDF)





district governor
(DG)


district governor-
elect (DGE)
district governor-nominee (DGN)

Rotary International’s governing documents are the RI Constitution, the RI Bylaws, and the Standard Rotary Club Constitution.
They can be amended only by the Council on Legislation.
A meeting where representatives from each district vote on changes to how Rotary and its clubs work that have been proposed by clubs, districts, or the RI Board. It takes place every three years.
A meeting held online every year to vote on proposed resolutions, which express opinions, and make recommendations to the RI Board
A meeting where a district makes decisions and celebrates its accomplishments. It is open to all members in the district.
Funding, generated by Annual Fund-SHARE contributions from all the members in a district, that districts can use to pay for Foundation, club, and district projects.
Contributions are divided between the World Fund and the District Designated Fund, after 5% is deducted for operating expenses.
An officer of RI who works with a district team to run and lead the district, motivating members, providing learning opportunities to clubs, and connecting them with resources
The person chosen to serve as district governor during the coming Rotary year
The person who will serve as governor during the year after the coming Rotary year

district membership chair (DMC)

district Rotary Foundation chair
(DRFC)

End Polio Now coordinator
(EPNC)


endowment/ major gifts
adviser (E/MGA)

The chair of the committee that sets and promotes a district’s membership strategy, manages the district’s membership leads, and nurtures new clubs
The chair of the committee that promotes Foundation grants and programs to clubs and inspires them to support the Foundation. The chair serves a three-year term.
A regional leader who fosters awareness of polio, advocates for its eradication, and
supports fundraising at the district and club levels to achieve the certification of polio eradication
A regional leader who is an expert on major gifts and Endowment Fund matters

family of Rotary	Includes, along with members, all
nonmembers who are or have been involved in Rotary’s efforts, including alumni of Rotary programs and those who benefit from Rotary projects
general secretary	The head of the Secretariat, who leads staff
at Rotary International World Headquarters and Rotary’s international offices

governance documents

Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation have governance documents that include their codes of policies, the Recommended Rotary Club Bylaws, and the Standard Rotaract Club Constitution. The RI Board and Foundation Trustees can update these documents at their regular meetings.

governors-elect learning seminar
(GELS)
honorary member

An annual regional event where incoming district governors prepare for their role

Also called honorary Rotarians or honorary Rotaractors, these members have the right to visit any club, but they cannot vote or serve as club officers, and they do not pay dues.
Clubs can offer honorary membership to people who have distinguished themselves in humanitarian efforts or who have otherwise exemplified Rotary’s values.

Interact	A program with clubs for young people ages 12-18 who want to connect with others in their community or school, carry out service projects, and learn about the world. Interact clubs are sponsored by Rotary and Rotaract clubs.

International Assembly


Manual of Procedure

An annual international event where incoming district governors, known as governors-elect, from all Rotary districts learn together
A collection of Rotary’s constitutional and governance documents, updated every three years after the Council on Legislation

Official Directory	An online listing of clubs, districts, and
zones, with links to information about Rotary’s Board, Trustees, and committees. It includes contact information for the more than 36,000 Rotary clubs (for approved uses only).

Paul Harris
Fellow






Paul Harris
Society

Recognition for individuals who contribute US$1,000 to The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or approved Foundation grants, or who have such contributions made in their name by someone who wishes to honor them. The Foundation recognizes these fellows with a lapel pin and certificate.
Members of this society commit to give at least US$1,000 each year to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or approved Foundation grants.

PolioPlus	The program launched by Rotary International in 1985 to achieve global polio eradication through the mass vaccination of children

presidents-elect learning seminar
(PELS)

A district-level seminar that prepares incoming club presidents for their role and responsibilities

project fairs	Events that bring together clubs from
different countries to explore potential service partnerships by presenting project ideas from local clubs
quorum	The minimum number of participants who must be present when a vote is taken. Rotary’s recommended bylaws leave it to clubs to define a quorum.
regional leaders	Regional Rotary Foundation coordinators,
Rotary membership coordinators, Rotary public image coordinators, endowment/ major gifts advisers, and End Polio Now coordinators

regional Rotary Foundation coordinator
(RRFC)

A regional leader who supports and promotes the Foundation’s grants and fundraising for its programs, such as PolioPlus and the Rotary Peace Centers

RI director	A Rotarian who serves on the RI Board for a two-year term. Each director is nominated by a Rotary club in their zone and elected at the Rotary International Convention.
RI president	A Rotarian who serves as the leader of Rotary International for one year

RI president-
elect

A Rotarian who will serve as the leader of Rotary International during the coming Rotary year

Rotaract clubs	Clubs for university students and young
professionals ages 18 and over who take action through community and international service, learn leadership skills, participate
in professional development, and make friends around the world. Members are called Rotaractors. These clubs may be sponsored by a Rotary club or another Rotaract club or may be founded by their own members.
Rotaractor	A member of a Rotaract club
Rotarian	A member of a Rotary club

Rotary Action
Groups

Independent Rotary-affiliated groups of people from around the world who are experts in a particular humanitarian area, such as economic development, peacebuilding, health, slavery prevention,
or the environment. Action group members use their expertise and global network to support clubs and districts in planning and implementing large-scale and sustainable service projects in that area.

Rotary alumni	People who have participated in Rotary
Foundation programs such as Rotary Peace Fellowships and Ambassadorial Scholarships, or who received district- or club-sponsored scholarships funded by Rotary Foundation global grants or district grants. Also included are past participants of youth programs like RYLA, Interact, and Rotary Youth Exchange. Former Rotaract members are also alumni because Rotaract began as a program.

Rotary Community Corps (RCC)

Rotary Fellowships



Rotary Friendship Exchange





Rotary International
(RI)

A group of nonmember volunteers who partner with their sponsor Rotary clubs on service projects to bring positive change to their communities
Independent Rotary-affiliated groups of people from around the world who share a hobby, vocation, identity, or culture. The
main purposes of Rotary Fellowships are to network and to further friendship.
An international exchange program for Rotary members and friends that allows participants to take turns hosting one another in their homes and clubs. Participants may travel as individuals, couples, families,
or groups, and may or may not be Rotary members.
The organization as a whole, not including The Rotary Foundation

Rotary International Convention





Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland (Rotary GB&I)
Rotary membership coordinator
(RMC)
Rotary public image coordinator
(RPIC)
Rotary senior
leaders

Our largest annual gathering, held in a different city each year. Members, their families, and program participants and alumni attend to celebrate Rotary’s accomplishments, get updates and exchange inspiring stories, and learn more about Rotary and its work.
An independent unit of Rotary International, subject to certain approvals by the RI Constitution


A regional leader who offers support and practical strategies for boosting club membership and keeping members engaged

A regional leader with expertise in public relations, journalism, and communications who advises members on public image matters
Current, incoming, and past RI presidents, RI directors, and Rotary Foundation trustees

Rotary year	1 July to 30 June

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)

A leadership development program for students or young adults that is organized by a club, a district, or multiple districts

Secretariat	The staff of Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation, which works at Rotary International World Headquarters and Rotary’s international offices and is led by the general secretary

SHARE	The system that transforms contributions to The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund into DDF and World Fund, both of which help pay for Foundation grants and programs

The Rotary Foundation
(TRF)

The charitable arm of Rotary, which supports members’ work on humanitarian and educational projects and leads our efforts to end polio and promote peace. It also funds service projects and scholarships through its grants and takes on other global initiatives.
Members and friends of Rotary support the Foundation’s work through voluntary contributions.

Trustee	A member of the Board of Trustees of The Rotary Foundation, nominated by the RI president-elect and elected by the Board of Directors to a four-year term

vocational training team

A team of professionals who travel abroad to build their own capacity or the capacity of the community they visit

zone	A group of districts, established by the RI Bylaws and defined by the RI Board, for the purposes of nominating directors and electing the committee that nominates the president of Rotary International
