Mapping the
Evolution of
Castro Valley

Rancho to Ranch Homes
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The {irst Castro Valley history
book in the modern internet era




Genesis of
the Project
in 2018

|dentify all prior owners of the land |
live on in Castro Valley, back to town
namesake Guillermo Castro




Expanded Scope: Evolution
of a Neighborhood

ldentify the namesakes for the roads in
my 1948 neighborhood: Brickell Way,
Haley Drive, Elrod Drive, Mancini Drive
and Madison Avenue
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Don Guillermo Castro Granted His
Rancho in 184
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But He Couldn’t Keep It

* Lost $35,000 in gambling on a trip to purchase new cattle in 1852
* Lost $8,000 in a real estate speculation in San Francisco in 1855

* Had to hire attorneys to represent him before the Land Commission in 1852,
the District Court in 1855 and numerous other court actions

* Wife was cut out of the will of her wealthy father, Don Luis Peralta, she and
sisters sued to try to break the will but failed

* Castro created town of San Lorenzo (Hayward), but it wasn’t selected as the
County seat

* Unprecedented droughts and floods in the early 1860’s devastated the cattle
industry throughout the state

* The county imposed high property taxes in the late 1850’s

* Squatters filled his land, cut his wood, made it impossible to sell more land
after about 1853

* Castro was forced to take out high interest loans, several with predatory
lender Faxon Atherton, namesake of Atherton, California. He foreclosed in
1864
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= SITE OF FIRST
PUBLIC SCHOOL IN CASTRO VALLEY

THIS SITE WAS PART OF THE ORIGINAL DON CASTRO
LAND,.,GRANT IN 1866 PIONEER SETTLER JOS|AH

GROVER BRICKELL MADE A LAND GRANT OF THIS SITE
FOR‘”‘gDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY" AND PAID THE
! TEACHERS"SABY WHO TAUGHT CHILDREN BY DAY,
wg‘;{ ROOM SCHOOL HOUSE. AND FARM HANDS
ATt NE‘HT ANDLELIGHT
. [ . d -&‘9"»4 ‘
' 'C‘A% IFORN‘IA,.REGIS'IEERED HISTORICAL

LA'NDMARK NO. 776

PLAQUE. PLACED By fHE CALIFORNIA STATE PARK COMMISSION
"IN COOPERATION 'WITH THE VALLECITO PARLOR NO. 308.NATIVE
DAUGHTERS OF THE SOLDEN WEST. NOVEMBER 25,1962

| soon discovered that Josiah Brickell was the
namesake of Brickell way and “donor” of the first
school in Castro Valley

Most of what is stated on this 1962 historical plaque
is incorrect. The school came into existence in 1873,
it was not the first in town. Brickell never donated
the land, that was done by a later owner in 1903.
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;.1 Eden Vale School Site 1"
Now Baywood Court
Retirement Center
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The real first school in Castro Valley was on Zachariah
and Permelia Hughes’ farm Eden Vale, circa 1855. It was
stolen under cover of night by Hayward July 4, 1864.

Photo of Hughes family provided by their great, great granddaughter
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14 OAKLAND AND ALAMEDA COUNTY DIRECTORY. sfs | 54 | L3220 | .28 £
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Abstract from Returns of Census Marshals for the Years 1866, NAMES 0F DISTRICES. o2 | S& | 8%EE | 2%3%
1867, 1868 and 1869: 22 8. <853 < 33 &
— — g= | 8% 33 382
] = 5 g o
Alameda ..cceeeiecniniet cmeeieceniinnnes 405 5 1,215 1,160
AIVATAAO +veveerrenis senrreeonsnesennnsannes 134 2 402 464
AlviSO..eenvannnn 82 1 246 232
Bay ....cceeeee s 58 1 174 232
Castro Valley.. e 4-oooﬁ 51 1 153 232
Centreville .vovverivees corins ceriin seresnnes 106 2 318 464
CosmOopolitan...c.ceveerniersrersnnnnsiennns 64 1 192 232
gdenkVa.le ................................... 1?3 ; ;zg igi
. . . . - P
_In Eden township there are six school districts, employ- Fruit Vaio.oooooeoror o | 100 |2 327 464
L sloven teachers. e p— T NS I A B
e l)mon District (San Lgancjro) employs four teachers, L . \o ! oo 252
and during the last year maintained the schools for a term Lookwood ... o 2. 1 216 232
BY vrvenrrrerreenrrnnns 1 5 :
of 44 weeks. # Mission San JO86urrrormrror. & | 1 261 232
The schools in this township are all prosperous. In 1868 Mowry's Landing sl 48 | 1 | 13 292
the Laurel (Ha OOd) and Palm ras istricts were set off MUTITAY cevvenrennnsriririenesesnneransensaens 44 1 132 232
f h Ed Cvl D. . Oakland. .................................... 3,006 31 9,018 7,192
rom the Eden Vale District, and two new school houses 0CORN VIOW wvrs wrverssssemesonmnien] 128 2 384 164
erected, commodious, pleasant and comfortable, including ot N I B
- BOI vrvvere cannrenesorsnaseennsannnnel 132 2 396
e modern improvements and latest styles of furniture. o S T 2 98 104
the County. Th|S ||St|ng for 1866'9 doeS not |nC|Ude the records in 1873’ by Wh|Ch t|me the general area has
Castro Valley school, as it did not yet exist. five schools (Castro Valley, Eden Vale, Laurel, Palmyra,

Redwood)



My Timing was Fortuitous

W Alameda County Public Works Agency
A ( Survey Documents
;A

399 Elmhurst Street, Hayward, California 94544 (510) 670-5480

TEXT SEARCH MAP SEARCH MAP SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
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An entire book was published about E.
Alameda County Maps put on-line 2018 J. Brickell, wealthy brother of Castro

A Goldmine of Information!! Valley’s pioneer farmer Josiah Brickell
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Josiah Grover Brickell
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* Came to California from Michigan in 1854,
dug for gold for a few months
* Returned to East Bay by 1855, started
squatting in Castro Valley, although not at
Fircca sior2'B” | dlrhpmailnt, the site he would later buy
L L A * Married in 1857 to Bridget Condran

%.Iuyk er | A A rcr o7,

First survey of Redwood Road 1865. 13 years before
publication of first widely-disseminated map of the farm
owners in the area.




Josiah Brickell’s
Contract of Sale Dated
1864, Signed 1865

* The only Castro Valley sales contract in the
archives of the California Historical Society

* 173.65 Acres, as surveyed by James Stratton
» S35 per acre, $6077.74 (S96K in 2020)

* Three-year mortgage at 1% interest per
month

* Paid off the mortgage in 5 years, receiving
the deed November 25t 1870
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Many second-generation
farmers are shown
(Stanton, Strobridge,
Prowse, J. W. Proctor)

Brickell’s farm is
surrounded by first
generation farmers
Kennedy, McDonald, Kelly,
Siguera and Stanton




Evolution of Fruit
Farming on 1878 Map

e Starting in the 1870’s, a few Castro Valley
farmers started to emulate their neighbors in
San Lorenzo and shift to fruit orchards




The Langan
Tract of 1887

Middle Daughter Lydia Brickell
married Hayward school
principal, drug store owner and

later attorney Gurdon S. Langan
in 1884

Josiah Brickell died in 1880, his
wife Bridget Brickell gave the
couple a 36-acre chunk of the
farm as a wedding gift

Bridget died in 1886, Lydia
promptly subdivided her gift into
6 lots for sale

Second post-Atherton subdivision
in Castro Valley history.
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Subdivision of
Brickell Farm 1900

Daughters Mary Brickell Kerwin
and Hanna Brickell Hoare split the
remaining Brickell farm



RESIDENCE OF MR. AND MRS. PETER HOARE IN CASTRO VALLEY

ORCHARD OF MR. /

2 Qe

VD MRS. P.HOARE IN CASTRO VALLEY
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Brickell’s Daughters Farms

Left: Home and farm of Peter and
Hannah Brickell Hoare

Above: Home and farm of Michael
and Mary Brickell Kerwin
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Each of the Three
Brickell Daughters
Lost a Child to
Disease in 1918-
1919, probably all
to the Spanish Flu




P. H. HOARE
Vice-President C. C. Young for
Governor Club

Peter Hoare ~1925 Alma Hoare Eggert Hannah Hoare ~1925



Mary Brickell Kerwin
Sold Herx Half of the
Brickell Farm

* Michael Kerwin’s brother was killed by a
streetcar in Brooklyn Township (East
Oakland) in 1897.

* In 1902 Mary and Michael sold the
southern half of the Brickell Farm to
Martin James Madison

* Madison was the son of a wealthy
shipping magnate, he relocated from
San Francisco to a home in on Redwood
Road in 1899

* He helped kick-start the chicken
ranching era in town




1912 Map of the
Brickell Farm

Property taken by creditors due to loss of lawsuit

Martin Madison’s Father Bened H. Madison
bought it back for about $22,000

Bened transferred it to his family corporation
run by--Martin Madison

Martin Madison took the opportunity to file for
divorce from his wife, Jewel, she countersued

Bened Madison gunned down in his Hayward
mansion in 1911

Martin’s divorce was finalized in 1912, his
mother transferred the property back to him in
1913
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BEAUTIFUL RESIDENCE OF CAPT. B. H. MADISON

M. ]. -MADISON,

the reorganized Cham

| meroe of Hayward.
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War Housmg

| Takes Mansion

HAYWARD. Nov. 20-—Governs

ment leasing of the old Madison

residence at 284 Castro Street, fﬂ:!‘
conversion into apartments for war
workers, under the Homes Use Pro-
‘graom of the National Housing
 Agency. was announced today,
Reporis are that rem ndl‘lmg will
cost approximately $30,000. Eighteen
two-room apartments will be pro-
wvided. Lo
Phected in 1903, the home:is &
{Hayward landmark. It was built
'for Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Madison,
the former the owner of a’ fléet
lof sailing vessels. Madison died in
11911, and the death of Mrs. Madison;
| occurred in 1923, "Since that tima,
the residence. has been the home
of Martin J. Madison, his sistef,
Miss Hannah B. Madison, and their
niece, Mrs. Catherine G. Brownell,

They will move to a new residence
I1t 930 Hamplon Rﬁdd

v,




Tract 577 created Alma Avenue and Brickell Way as
Public Roads (previously private)

Subdivision of the
Brickell Farm, 1944

e Langan Tract still largely intact, some
subdivision (Dashed line)

* Hannah Hoare had subdivided one part
of her ancestral farm with Tract 577 in
1940 (Solid rectangle), but retained the
larger portion

* Martin Madison had subdivided his
land into many lots, retaining one big
section

New county roads championed by Madison in the
1930’s made it easy to subdivide his property:
Madison (now James) Avenue and Heyer Avenue.




DIGGING IN....AGAIN

“GI Homes?” in Castro Valley:

* Inlate 1944, large numbers of soldiers were
released from active duty and sent home.

* Many had passed through the Bay Area on their
way to Pacific battlefields or were stationed at
Bay Area military posts.

 When they returned, reunited with their
families, and found jobs in the booming Bay
Area, they were shocked to discover that they
had nowhere to live.

 What was needed were homes for returning
Gl’s--“Gl Homes”. Literally three million new
homes were needed nationwide as quickly as
possible
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Rancho Manor
Tract 733

Madison sold most of his
remaining land for
development of “Gl Homes”
in 1945,

The tract was called Rancho
Manor

Developed by team of Charles
Wooldridge and John
Espinosa
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Valley View Homesites
Subdivision # 863

1948, after the close of the Gl Home era




The Full Provenance of Alameda County
Subdivision #863,Valley View Homesites

Refer: £B 48
Maps 32-1-12, 32-2-22
32.3.18, 7-577 T-733

DATA TO ACCOMPANY .TF_NTAT\\/E MAPRP OF TRACT
Description of Tract

BEGINNING at the southeasterrn corner of the 3644 acre /ract awarded o Lyctia A.
Langarz irr the decree of Partitiorn rendered i thre Superior Court of Alameda
Courtty, Case No 3237 ir7 the actiorn entitled, Lydia A.Langar vs Bridget Brickell et al.
daled June 17, 1885, certified copy whereof was recorded Ssptember 22,193/ i book
2695 of Official Records of Alameda Courrly af page 28; runnirg thence along the
easierr line of Saia 36.449 acre truact rorflh O°30 east /1984 chains jo the northerrn
line of the 1322l acre tract conveyea by Bridget Brickell to Hanrnalk C.Brickell and
Mar"{ £ Brickell. by deed dated November 29, /BB6, recorded November 30, /1886 jr7
book 210 of Deeds, at page 378, Alameda County Records,; Fhence alorng said /ast
ramed line south 87 east 23.06 chajrs jo the easlierr line of said 137272) acre tract:
Jhence along said eastérn line south 7°30 west 15.97 chains 1o 1he northerr line of
‘the 83.33 acre tract corveyed by Hanmak C. Hoare, formerly Hannab C.Brickell to Mary
£ Herwin by deed dated Seplember 17, 1892, recoraec September 19, 1892 /r» book 484 of
Deeds, at page 89, Alameda Countly Records; thernce along said last named line north
645" wost 2055 chains; Ihence north O°30'east to the point of beginnirg.

Record Owner:
fHanrnak C. Heare,
295 Prospect St,
foyward, Calif
Subdivider:.
J.RElrod, et al., . ; - -

6469 Caslro Vallsy Blva.,
HHaywara, Callf. 3

"TRACT 863 EDEN TOWNSHIP ALAMEDA COUNTY CALIFORNIA", is a subdivision into
lots of & portion of the tract of land described in the deed from Hannah C.
Hoare to Marlin W. Haley, dated February 19, 1944 and recorded March 1,
194&, under Recorder's Series No. AC-17059, in the Office of the County
Resorder of Alameda County.

I, the undersigned, JOHN A, MANCINI, do hereby certify that I am the Re-
gistered Civil Engineer responsible for the survey from which the herein
enbodied final map entitled, "TRACT 863 EDEN TOWNSKIP ALAMEDA COUNTY CALIF-
ORNIA®, consisting of five (5) sheete, numbered Sheet No. 1, Sheet No., 2,
Sheet No. 3, Sheet No. 4 and Sheet No. 5, respectively, thie certificate.
being upon éheet No. 1 thereof, has been prepared and that I am responsible
for said final map; that the date of said survey is April, 1948 and was
made under my direction; that said survey is true and complete aa shown;
that the monuments are or will be of the character and in the positions in-
dicated on this map and sre sufficient to enable the survey %o be retraced.

tere
lifornia, certi

Bridget Brickell>Mary & Hannah Brickell>Hanna
Brickell>Developer Marlin Haley

Hannah Brickell Hoare owned this part of the Brickell farm for 64 years!




Marlin Haley, John
Elrod and John
Mancini

* Haley (Subdivider). Haley was an attorney who jumped
into suburban home development right after the war, tract
863 was his biggest project. He was descended from 49’ers on
both sides of his family, the Haley’s of Newark and the Marlins
of San Lorenzo

* Elrod (Sales and home building): Elrod had a long and
highly variable career in real estate sales and development,
moving from San Francisco to Berkeley right after the
earthquake of 1906 and forming a home building company
with his brother Charles. After two bankruptcies, he ended up
living on Redwood Road and selling homes in Castro Valley
during the depression.

* Mancini (Surveying, engineering): John’s parents had
migrated from ltaly to San Francisco, their home was
destroyed in the earthquake. They moved to a chicken ranch
on Wilson Street. John was the valedictorian at Hayward
Highschool, trained as an engineer at Stanford.

NS il
e
John Richard Elrod 1923

John Adolph Mancini 1945




o _1;4._.. Ro person-of any Hna other then of 1 I
Caicaslan race shall use or odcupy any building or my

within seid tract, except that this covenmt shull not pre-

vent occupancy by domestica or servants of a different ra
domiciled -1_31 white Gaicasim owner or-tenmt,> - e

Valley View Homesites was 100%

A—100% Restricted District Racially Restricted

g'?'r tA TIBACTd ol W « When Haley bought the land, this was totally
lﬁsgc h:veOtn:: G-rgom ,nd'“m.?‘;; legal and enforceable

room homes available. FH A. and * Seven weeks later the Supreme Court ruled that
gjc}lew?lllu :::{3§°8de1 utilities “and’ such covenants were no longer enforceable
Valley View Homesites * Nevertheless, Haley filed the restriction six

ON SANDY weeks further on

SEVEN HILLS ROAD  The FHA would not make loans unless fully

restricted up until at least 1950



| Owner | From| To | ~  Notes
Mission San Jose 1834 | Desecularization of mission lands

E .
overnment 15834 1843 Granted to Castro in 1843

Guillermo Castro Deeded to oldest son, Juan
Held deed about § months

The PR I P
Faxon D. Atherton 1564 1870 November 25, 1870

c l t _-- Deeded to daughters Mary and
o m p e e Bridget Brickell 1880 1386 Hannah just before death
Hictoricsa F il 0 P PO
@ @ Brickell 1886 1892 | Divided farm
istorical -
Hoare 1592 1948 Sold the property for subdivision

P rove n a n c e Marlin W. Haley Subdivider-5old lot to first owners

Eobert F. and Mary

O'Neil l'ﬂ-i";l Maoved to Washington DC area

£ My H ol P
o v o “ S e Becklin 1957 1968 Started company Crate-Rite
Anthony and Dolores
[l I
Young 1973 1976
-- Founded company Desert Lake
Catherine Newman 1976 1992 Technologies

Rickand KimKelly | 1992 [Ongeing|
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