
Mapping the 
Evolution of 
Castro Valley

Rancho to Ranch Homes

The first Castro Valley history 
book in the modern internet era



Genesis of 
the Project 
in 2018

Identify all prior owners of the land I 
live on in Castro Valley, back to town 
namesake Guillermo Castro



Identify the namesakes for the roads in 
my 1948 neighborhood: Brickell Way, 
Haley Drive, Elrod Drive, Mancini Drive 
and Madison Avenue

Expanded Scope: Evolution 

of a Neighborhood



Don Guillermo Castro Granted His 
Rancho  in 1843



But He Couldn’t Keep It

• Lost $35,000 in gambling on a trip to purchase new cattle in 1852

• Lost $8,000 in a real estate speculation in San Francisco in 1855

• Had to hire attorneys to represent him before the Land Commission in 1852, 
the District Court in 1855 and numerous other court actions

• Wife was cut out of the will of her wealthy father, Don Luis Peralta, she and 
sisters sued to try to break the will but failed

• Castro created town of San Lorenzo (Hayward), but it wasn’t selected as the 
County seat

• Unprecedented droughts and floods in the early 1860’s devastated the cattle 
industry throughout the state

• The county imposed high property taxes in the late 1850’s

• Squatters filled his land, cut his wood, made it impossible to sell more land 
after about 1853

• Castro was forced to take out high interest loans, several with predatory 
lender Faxon Atherton, namesake of Atherton, California. He foreclosed in 
1864



• I soon discovered that Josiah Brickell was the
namesake of Brickell way and “donor” of the first 
school in Castro Valley

• Most of what is stated on this 1962 historical plaque 
is incorrect. The school came into existence in 1873, 
it was not the first in town. Brickell never donated 
the land, that was done by a later owner in 1903. 



The real first school in Castro Valley was on Zachariah 
and  Permelia Hughes’ farm Eden Vale, circa 1855. It was 
stolen under cover of night by Hayward July 4, 1864.

Photo of Hughes family provided by their great, great granddaughter



Schools were tracked by the State until 1865, after that by 
the County. This listing for 1866-9 does not include the 
Castro Valley school, as it did not yet exist.

The Castro Valley School District first appears in the 
records in 1873, by which time the general area has 
five schools (Castro Valley, Eden Vale, Laurel, Palmyra, 
Redwood)



My Timing was Fortuitous 

Alameda County Maps put on-line 2018
A Goldmine of Information!!

An entire book was published about E. 
J. Brickell, wealthy brother of Castro 
Valley’s pioneer farmer Josiah Brickell



• Came to California from Michigan in 1854,
dug for gold for a few months

• Returned to East Bay by 1855, started
squatting in Castro Valley, although not at
the site he would later buy

• Married in 1857 to Bridget Condran

First survey of Redwood Road 1865. 13 years before 
publication of first widely-disseminated map of the farm 
owners in the area.

Josiah Grover Brickell



Josiah Brickell’s 
Contract of Sale Dated 
1864, Signed 1865

• The only Castro Valley sales contract in the
archives of the California Historical Society

• 173.65 Acres, as surveyed by James Stratton

• $35 per acre, $6077.74 ($96K in 2020)

• Three-year mortgage at 1% interest per
month

• Paid off the mortgage in 5 years, receiving
the deed November 25th, 1870



First Property Owner

Map of Castro Valley

1874 (Partially corrected)

• Many second-generation
farmers are shown
(Stanton, Strobridge,
Prowse, J. W. Proctor)

• Brickell’s farm is
surrounded by first
generation farmers
Kennedy, McDonald, Kelly,
Siguera and Stanton



Evolution of Fruit 

Farming on 1878 Map

• Starting in the 1870’s, a few Castro Valley 
farmers started to emulate their neighbors in 
San Lorenzo and shift to fruit orchards



The Langan 
Tract of 1887

• Middle Daughter Lydia Brickell 
married Hayward school 
principal, drug store owner and 
later attorney Gurdon S. Langan 
in 1884

• Josiah Brickell died in 1880, his 
wife Bridget Brickell gave the 
couple a 36-acre chunk of the 
farm as a wedding gift

• Bridget died in 1886, Lydia 
promptly subdivided her gift into 
6 lots for sale

• Second post-Atherton subdivision 
in Castro Valley history.



Subdivision of 

Brickell Farm 1900

Daughters Mary Brickell Kerwin 
and Hanna Brickell Hoare  split the 
remaining Brickell farm 



Brickell’s Daughters Farms

• Left: Home and farm of Peter and
Hannah Brickell Hoare

• Above: Home and farm of Michael 
and Mary Brickell Kerwin



Each of the Three 
Brickell Daughters 
Lost a Child to 
Disease in 1918-
1919, probably all 
to the Spanish Flu 



Peter Hoare ~1925                       Alma Hoare Eggert Hannah Hoare ~1925 



Mary Brickell Kerwin 
Sold Her Half of the 
Brickell Farm

• Michael Kerwin’s brother was killed by a 
streetcar in Brooklyn Township (East
Oakland) in 1897. 

• In 1902 Mary and Michael sold the
southern half of the Brickell Farm to
Martin James Madison

• Madison was the son of a wealthy
shipping magnate, he relocated from
San Francisco to a home in on Redwood 
Road in 1899

• He helped kick-start the chicken 
ranching era in town



1912 Map of the 
Brickell Farm

• Property taken by creditors due to loss of lawsuit

• Martin Madison’s Father Bened H. Madison 
bought it back for about $22,000

• Bened transferred it to his family corporation 
run by--Martin Madison

• Martin Madison took the opportunity to file for 
divorce from his wife, Jewel, she countersued

• Bened Madison gunned down in his Hayward 
mansion in 1911

• Martin’s divorce was finalized in 1912, his 
mother transferred the property back to him in 
1913





Subdivision of the 
Brickell Farm, 1944

• Langan Tract still largely intact, some 
subdivision (Dashed line)

• Hannah Hoare had subdivided one part 
of her ancestral farm with Tract 577 in 
1940 (Solid rectangle), but retained the 
larger portion

• Martin Madison had subdivided his 
land into many lots, retaining one big 
section

Tract 577 created Alma Avenue and Brickell Way as 
Public Roads (previously private)

New county roads championed by Madison in the 
1930’s made it easy to subdivide his property: 
Madison (now James) Avenue and Heyer Avenue.



“GI Homes”  in Castro Valley: 

• In late 1944, large numbers of soldiers were 
released from active duty and sent home. 

• Many had passed through the Bay Area on their 
way to Pacific battlefields or were stationed at 
Bay Area military posts. 

• When they returned, reunited with their 
families, and found jobs in the booming Bay 
Area, they were shocked to discover that they 
had nowhere to live.

• What was needed were homes for returning 
GI’s--“GI Homes”. Literally three million new 
homes were needed nationwide as quickly as 
possible.



• Madison sold most of his 
remaining land for 
development of “GI Homes” 
in 1945. 

• The tract was called Rancho 
Manor

• Developed by team of Charles 
Wooldridge and John 
Espinosa

Rancho Manor 

Tract 733



Valley View Homesites

Subdivision # 863

1948, after the close of the GI Home era



The Full Provenance of Alameda County 
Subdivision #863, Valley View Homesites

Bridget Brickell>Mary & Hannah Brickell>Hanna 
Brickell>Developer Marlin Haley

Hannah Brickell Hoare owned this part of the Brickell farm for 64 years!



Marlin Haley, John 
Elrod and John 
Mancini

• Haley (Subdivider). Haley was an attorney who jumped 
into suburban home development right after the war, tract 
863 was his biggest project. He was descended from 49’ers on 
both sides of his family, the Haley’s of Newark and the Marlins 
of San Lorenzo

• Elrod (Sales and home building): Elrod had a long and 
highly variable career in real estate sales and development, 
moving from San Francisco to Berkeley right after the 
earthquake of 1906 and forming a home building company 
with his brother Charles. After two bankruptcies, he ended up 
living on Redwood Road and selling homes in Castro Valley 
during the depression. 

• Mancini (Surveying, engineering): John’s parents had 
migrated from Italy to San Francisco, their home was 
destroyed in the earthquake. They moved to a chicken ranch 
on Wilson Street. John was the valedictorian at Hayward 
Highschool, trained as an engineer at Stanford. 



Valley View Homesites was 100% 

Racially Restricted

• When Haley bought the land, this was totally 
legal and enforceable

• Seven weeks later the Supreme Court ruled that
such covenants were no longer enforceable

• Nevertheless, Haley filed the restriction six 
weeks further on

• The FHA would not make loans unless fully
restricted up until at least 1950



The 
Complete 
Historical 

Provenance 
of My House


