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CALL TO ORDER 

President AT Stephens called the meeting to 

order. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Roger 

Power, followed by the Patriotic Song, “My Country 

‘Tis of Thee”, led by Chuck Horner. The Thought for 

the Day was provided by Robert Pimentel: “It is 

your Monday morning reminder that you are 

powerful beyond measure, that you are capable of 

pretty much anything you are willing to work for, 

and that you could change your life today.” 

 

INTRODUCTIONS   

Kim Huggett introduced Visiting Rotarians: Bob 

Tucknott, from Dublin Rotary, Aaron Luis from San 

Leandro Rotary, Marion Sanchez from South 

Fremont/Newark. There was one guest. We 

welcomed all in traditional Rotary fashion with the 

rousing rendition of our favorite song: Hello!  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome banner replacement. President AT last week led a team of 

Rotarians to replace the worn-out welcome banner on B Street, and 

thanked Rod Andazola, Sean Reinhart, Matt Spielberg, and Kim 

Huggett for lending a hand. President-elect Sid Hamadeh also was 

thanked for fueling the effort with coffee. 

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION - HIGH GEAR is the official newsletter of 

Hayward Rotary Club. It is one of the longest-running serial 

publications in Hayward. The first weekly issue was released when the 

club was founded in 1922. HIGH GEAR newsletters contain the official 

minutes of our weekly Club meetings, information about current events 

in and around Hayward, updates on the Club's many service projects, 

reviews of our weekly keynote speakers, photos and appearances by 

local personages, and much more. The pages of HIGH GEAR offer 

extraordinary snapshots of Hayward history going back nearly a full 

century. The historic archive of back issues is housed at Hayward Public 

Library. Recent issues as well as selections from the archives are 

available for download on our Club website, www.haywardrotary.org.  

http://www.haywardrotary.org/
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Memorial Tree dedication for Doris 

Rodriquez. Sara Lamnin announced this 

Thursday (8/31) at 1:30 p.m. there will a 

memorial tree dedication in honor of Doris 

Rodriquez in the Alwine Fenton Sensory Garden 

(located behind City Hall). 

 

Dictionary project. Lucy Lopez is chairing the 

dictionary project this Fall, and called for for 

volunteers to spearhead the deliveries to take 

place in the second or third week in October. 

 

District Governor’s visit. On October 23rd, our Rotary District Governor, 

Orrin Mahoney will be visiting on club to acknowledge member 

contributions to Rotary International Foundation & Paul Harris Fellowship.  

 

SantaCon fundraiser for Hayward Animal Shelter. Anna May donated 

$250 to the Hayward Rotary Foundation on behalf of Janiene Langford 

for the SantaCon pub crawl and fundraiser benefitting the Hayward Animal 

Shelter. Volunteers are sought for the event, which will take place on the 

first Saturday in December.   

 

FINES AND FOOLISHNESS 

Gena Engelfried just got back from Prague where she attended a 

Montessori conference … AT Stephens’ daughter was also at the 

Montessori conference. Mike Cobb brought a 

beautiful orchid for Robin Wilma, whose birthday is 

8/30 … Dick Bowman celebrated a birthday on 8/27 … 

Robert Pimentel marked another trip around the sun 

on 9/2 … Rotarians sang a rousing round of Happy 

Birthday! … Anna May celebrated seven years of 

matrimony with spouse Greg Jones on 8/26 … Stan 

Smith and spouse Pauline celebrated five years of 

wedded bliss on 8/31 … President AT noted that four 

club members had Club Anniversaries this week, but 

none were in attendance today to be recognized, and 

he called on Rotarians to help encourage members to 

attend the meetings. 

Robin Wilma (with 

Lady Kix), Hayward 

Rotary Club 

member since 2013 

Sara Lamnin, Hayward Rotary 

Club member since 2009 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS – KATYA & NELSON QUIROGA 

Craig Judy introduced keynote speakers Katya & Nelson Quiroga. This 

dynamic couple are the producers and co-owners of famed Circus Vargas, 

now in Hayward for an exclusive engagement with Hayward Rotary Club. 

What makes Circus Vargas so unique and special among circus 

performances? How do they learn to perform all those amazing tricks? 

What secrets lie beneath the tears of a clown? Club members and guests 

were treated to the answers to these questions and more. 

 

Circus Vargas entertainer “Steve the Juggler” works the clubs. 
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Katya and Nelson have taken on the daunting task of reviving the interest 

and allure of the traditional traveling circus to a whole new generation.  

 

Having had the opportunity of performing with some of the best circuses 

in the world, Nelson and Katya now have added Circus Owner & Impresario 

to their impressive résumés.  

 

In 2005, they formed Tabares Entertainment, Inc. and together with their 

immediate & extended family embarked on a new and exciting business 

venture.  

 

With this new enterprise came the immense responsibility of retaining the 

charm and integrity of the historic Circus Vargas, while striving to keep the 

circus fashionable and popular for a new generation.  

 

(L to R) Circus Vargas entertainer "Jones", Craig Judy, keynote speakers Nelson & Katya 

Quiroga, President AT Stephens, “Steve the Juggler” 
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This courageous duo, with their 

innovative ideas and bold choices, 

breathe new life into a family tradition to 

present a show that is fresh, exciting, and 

unique! 

 

They brought two entertainers, Steve & 

Jones, who delighted us with jokes and 

impressive juggling. The circus is in 

Hayward 8/31 through 9/11, they have 

stopped using animals in their show for 

the last 8 years. Buy Circus Vargas 

tickets online at www.circusvargas.com  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

President AT offered thanks to High Gear note taker Robert Pimentel 

who also served as greeter along with Kim Huggett. He also thanked our 

Visiting Rotarians and guests including our keynote speakers Katya and 

Nelson Quiroga and their friends. He then adjourned the meeting at 1:30 

p.m. with a fateful ring of the Rotary Bell. 

Brian Schott, member since 1997, 

demonstrates his circus skills 

http://www.circusvargas.com/
http://www.haywardrotary.org/speakers
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From the archives: Vol. 1, 

#24 December 15, 1922 

http://www.haywardrotary.org/page/club-archives

