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UNITE
December 15, 2025 FOR , .
Writer: Randa Hoffman GOOD Celebrating 103 years of Service

UNITE FOR GOOD 2025-2026A of Rob Reiner and his wife. She emphasized

that Rotary International contributes to
President BRUCE GEE | __ organizations helping with mental health. She
i reminded members that the best part of the
holidays is seeing friends, being together with
family, and viewing neighborhood lights.

opened the meeting and
welcomed “Zoomers” and
“Roomers”.

BRUCE thanked everyone
who attended the holiday
party last week at PATTY
MCGUIGAN’S home.
Special thanks to the set
up, cleanup, and catering
crews.

This is the last meeting of
2025 - the club will be dark for the next two
weeks.
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President Elect CHARLIE WEIDANZ invited
introductions of visitors and guests.

Visiting Rotarian Sophie Tsang, a member of
the Palo Alto University Rotary Club, : :

introduced herself. MARK STEVENSON apologized for missing

BRUCE introduced Garry Lim who will now be  the holiday party, and for a great reason!
submitting his application for membership. MARK attended the Rotary International
Other introductions include RANDA celebration of the United Nations’ 80th
HOFFMAN’s friend SUSAN and ROGER Anniversary of its founding in San Francisco.
SMITH's guest PETER, and AMY YANG's While there, MARK met Rotary International
neighbor Sam. President Stefano Albanese from Italy. MARK

gave the President a copy of his new book.
THOUGHT OF THE DAY
BETSY BECHTEL
reflected on finding joy
during difficult times,
noting recent tragic
events including the
Hanukkah celebration
attack in Australia,
Brown University
attack, and the murder

RALPH ADAMS donated $100 on behalf of
MIKE MCMAHON, noting that Navy beat
Army by one point in their annual game.
MIKE MCMAHON then joined the President's
Club in honor of the coin toss before the
Army-Navy game.

ROGER SMITH joined for $1,000, celebrating
that Friends of the Palo Alto Paks received a
$50,000 donation check from the Mark




Zuckerberg family - the largest donation ever
received.

GINNY LEAR joined the President's Club in
honor of President BRUCE GEE and all the joy
he brings to our meetings every week!

2 BLUE BADGE PRESENTATIONS

Membership Chair LINNET KWOK via Zoom
presented Blue Badges to two of our newer
members who have completed the course.
AMY YANG and MIKE GULLARD were joined
by AMY'’S sponsor DANA TOM to celebrate
the occasion.MIKE’s sponsor BEN
THRELKELD was online watching.

PROGRAM

Palo Alto City Manager
ED SHIKADA
moderated a panel of
five public safety
professionals discussing
keeping their jobs and
public safe during the
holidays:

Our panelists were:
From the Palo Alto
Police Department:
Lieutenant DAVID LEE
Officer JALEN VIRAY
From the Palo Alto Fire Department:
Acting Captain KYLE SALISBURY
Operator JOHN PRESTON

Firefighter JUSTIN DORROH

WHAT GOES THROUGH YOUR MIND ON A
CALL?

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Safety is the top priority.
Medical calls make up 80-85% of calls. Palo
Alto is one of the few Bay Area cities with its
own ambulances staffed by firefighters.
Captains focus on getting their crew there
safely while responding quickly.

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Officers gather
information from dispatch before arriving. For
mental health crisis calls, they plan carefully
and request fire department standby. Time is
on their side when possible. Making the scene
safe is the number one priority.

HOLIDAYS IN PUBLIC SAFETY

Officers and firefighters know years in
advance which holidays they'll be working.
Families are always welcome at the stations
for visits and annual Christmas parties. Fire
stations hold decorating competitions - check
out stations 6 (on campus) and 5. Rotarian
ERIC JENSEN and his family have been
preparing holiday meals for officers.

SAFETY TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

- Make sure your address is lit up at night and
legible from the street

- Install and maintain smoke detectors

- Keep fire extinguishers in the kitchen;
consider fire blankets

- Remove or secure loose rugs to prevent falls
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

- Always lock your car and never leave
valuables inside



- Suspects use devices that can detect
Bluetooth signals from electronics

- Lock all doors and windows in your house

- Add a padlock to your side gate (a simple $5
fix)

"If you think there might be a problem, call
911. Don't wait, don't hesitate."

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

- Hiring: Police hiring takes 4-6 months for
background checks and evaluations, then 6
months at the Academy and 4-6 months of
on-the-job training

- Housing: Public safety personnel live
throughout the region from Sacramento and
Reno to Santa Cruz and the East Bay due to
housing costs

- New public safety building: 20 police staff
moved into Phase 1; Phase 2 is stalled but the
city is working to resolve building issues

- Mental health support systems are in place
and being used

FIRE MED PROGRAM

ROGER SMITH shared that for $10 per month,
Palo Alto's Fire Med Program covers
ambulance ride deductibles to Stanford
Hospital for your entire household.

MEETING ADJOURNED

President BRUCE closed the meeting at 1:30
with appreciation for our public safety
professionals and their year round service to
the community.

MEETING VOLUNTEERS

Greeter: Tim Misner, Suzanne Jain
Welcome Desk: Rebecca Geraldi
Hybrid Host: Dana Tom
Microphone: Eric Jensen

Pinion Writer: Randa Hoffman
Pinion Editor: Ginny Lear

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS ‘

December 22
No Club Meeting

Happy Holidays!

December 29
No Club Meeting

Happy New Year!

January 5 Samantha Engelage,

12:15 - 1:30 PM | Project Manager,

Club Meeting Horizontal Levee Project
Palo Alto’s Horizontal Levee
Project: Using Nature to
Shape and Protect the
Environment

January 12 Olga Shpak, of Assist

12:15 - 1:30 PM | Ukraine

Club Meeting

January 19 ERIC JENSEN, Hands On,

12:15 - 1:30 PM | Sleeves Up! At Meeting.

Club Meeting Building Hygiene Kits for

Samaritan House




