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The Big Ideas Project challenges students to find a pro-

ject that will benefit them and someone else.  She gave an 

example of four boys from Legend High School.  Each 

of them were known as goof offs.  There project was to 

help a single mother of two who was having trouble fi-

nancially and with time availability.  What the boys did is 

amazing.  They babysat for her two children so she could 

attend a financial management class.  They also found 

out the boy was struggling with math.  They tutored him 

to the extent that he became an A student in math.  The 

boys received an award from the school for their work.  

Not only did their work help out the mother, but it also 

changed their perspective on education and they started 

performing better in school. 

As Mark Twain said, “Never let school interfere with 

your education.” 

The Big Idea Project is experimental, student-driven, pas-

sion projects, encouraged to “fail”, provides ownership 

and responsibility, reflection and wellbeing, and commu-

nity building. 

Statistic on the program are amazing.  Ninety-three per-

cent of students showed growth from pre to post tests in 

knowledge and skills.  Eighty percent of students in-

creased in empathy, the foundational skill for essential 

ROTARY MINUTE 

Mary Alice Jackson did 

the Rotary Minute by 

giving an update on 

PrimeTimers.  The 

program continues to 

grow and is looking for 

additional volunteers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS MINUTE 

Tom Glass gave the 

Business Minute which 

was an update on the 

City of Centennial au-

dit of which he was a participant.  The City has a surplus of over 

$70 million so the city is in a good financial position.  That is the 

good news.  The bad news is that tax revenues have fallen.  This is 

the result of Sears in the Streets of South Glen closing and Macy’s 

sales being down.  There is a lot of retail leakage to Park Mead-

ows.  Fifty-three percent of the revenue for the City of Centennial 

is from tax revenue. 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Our guest speaker was Tricia Halsey, the founder and Executive 

Director of Big Idea Project, the topic of today’s talk. 

Big Idea Project is a non-profit that exists to unleash the potential 

of high school students by providing experimental learning that 

forms student leadership, workforce readiness, and personal well 

being.  The Big Idea Project has served over 2,100 students since 

2014. 

There is supposed to be a picture of 

Tom Glass here, but the stupid photog-

rapher forgot to take the picture. 
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life skills such as communication, problem 

solving and teamwork.  Seventy-seven per-

cent of students said they benefited from the 

help of their mentor.  Seventy-eight percent 

of the students said that because of BIP, the 

now believe they can lead.  One hundred 

percent of participating educators agree that 

BIP helps their students acquire valuable life 

and professional skill. 

CLUB BUSINESS 

• Brew N Que is this Saturday.  Volun-

teers are still needed.  https://

admin.clubrunner.ca/6859/Volunteer/

ManageVolunteerContacts?

VolunteerSignUpId=6afb1063-7fe0-40c6-

a91e-69dfc29ef506 is the link for volunteer-

ing. 

• Marc Garfinkel announced that the 

global grant for WaterRico might be 

awarded this next week.  A $35,000 di-

rect donation was received which has 

complicated the award process. 

• Peach Sales have started.  Attached to 

this newsletter are the forms needed for 

the peach sales. 

• Roxy Hahn announced that volunteers 

are needed for July 21 for the Ready-Set

-School event.  Contact Roxy to volun-

teer.  It is not on the calendar.  See the 

attached responsibility sheet. 

• Aug 3 is the next Drug Dropoff.  It will 

be at Heritage Eagle Bend clubhouse 

from 9:30 to 11:30 AM.   

TRAVEL GIFTS 

 Karen Berry, from a trip to Westcliff, 

brought back a heart-shaped box made from 

black marble from Morocco. 

BLUE MARBLE 

Barb Median was unable to find the elusive 

Blue Marble. 

 

THIS DAY IN HISTORY 

1941 ENIGMA KEY IS BROKEN 

On this day in 1941, crackerjack British 

cryptologists break the secret code used by 

the German army to direct ground-to-air 

operations on the Eastern front. 

British and Polish experts had already bro-

ken many of the Enigma codes for the 

Western front. Enigma was the Germans’ 

most sophisticated coding machine, neces-

sary for secretly transmitting information. 

The Enigma machine, invented in 1919 by 

Hugo Koch, a Dutchman, looked like a 

typewriter and was originally employed for 

business purposes. The Germany army 

adapted the machine for wartime use and 

considered its encoding system unbreakable. 

They were wrong. The Brits had broken 

their first Enigma code as early as the Ger-

man invasion of Poland and had intercepted 

virtually every message sent through the 

occupation of Holland and France.  

Now, with the German invasion of Russia, 

the Allies needed to be able to intercept 

coded messages transmitted on this second, 

Eastern, front. The first breakthrough oc-

curred on July 9, regarding German ground-

air operations, but various keys would con-

tinue to be broken by the Brits over the next 

year, each conveying information of higher 

secrecy and priority than the next. (For ex-

ample, a series of decoded messages nick-

named “Weasel” proved extremely im-

portant in anticipating German anti-aircraft 

and antitank strategies against the Allies.) 

These decoded messages were regularly 

passed to the Soviet High Command regard-

ing German troop movements and planned 

offensives, and back to London regarding 

the mass murder of Russian prisoners and 

Jewish concentration camp victims. 
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