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Erie Rotary Meeting Notes, September 3, 2026
· Welcome - Guests and members
· Rotarians members present- Jeanne, Carol, Maria, Lew, Marti, Cindi, Mike, Angela, Jennifer, Bill, Jennifer, Andy
· Guests- Brian O’Connor
· 4 way test
· WooHoo/Happy Dollars
· Jeanne wanted to celebrate her yard being done and no longer having to walk through mud.
· Angela gave dollars because she can’t find the woohoo bucket
· Jennifer wanted to celebrate an upcoming trip to New York to visit her granddaughter who is tuning 1


Old Business updates:
· 9 people were trained on TIPs.  Everyone should do the Youth Training online if they haven’t already as well as the TIPs. Everyone should read the Youth handout and do the online training. After completing the class, please email Maria so we have verification that the training is complete.
· Peace Pole Update- Event is on the 19th of September from 1-3 at UMC.  Andy Carter will be officiating.  Maria will read the Spanish, Lauren the Hebrew, French will be Carol or Eglantine, Saleem will read the Arabic, Andy will read the Russian and English, Mandarin will be one of Andy’s friends, and we are still looking for a Vietnamese speaker. They will all say the phrase “May Peace Prevail on Earth”., The pole will be installed in concrete on 9/12 at 8:30 am.  Cindy and Mike will be there to help Maria and her husband with the concrete pour. Carol will bring the boombox, microphone, 2 tables, extension cord, cups, napkins, nametags, marker, ice tea, lemonade, cookies (regular and gluten free), water and ice. There will be a handout for the song “Dona nobis” which will be sung by the Erie United Methodist Church choir.  The boy scouts will post colors and possibly speak as part of the program.  Susan will be bringing the Rotary tent, and another table as well as boy scouts to help set up.  Maria is going to a balloon arch.  Set up starts at noon.
· WASH- Rob Miller of Mighty Waters and Mr. Cabbage, the inventor of water filters, will be talking to us on 10/1. John Turnage will be talking to our club on 10/15 to discuss water and sanitation projects in Central and South America.
· Social media/marketing needs – Maria is handling presently. Maria is planning Facebook events and possibly press releases to get the word out better for our community events.
· Lew donated a screen for use at Christos.


New Business: 
International students – Maria has the action
Pilgrimage Runs- 2-4 K, run and walk.  It is on Thanksgiving Day and 5 volunteers are needed for 7:30-11.  It will be at the Erie Community Center Park.
Active Adults- We need volunteers for both September and October.  
Social- We will have an event on 10/30 at the Historical Society on Jasper Road.  We are considering a spooky food contest.
Events in Erie- The process is difficult and expensive to do an event in Erie.  We will be meeting with the town about this, possibly with other groups that put on events to see if it can be streamlined.  Biscuit Day, Homecoming Parade, etc. are finding it very difficult to do anything here.  Events require security, barricades, fire and police department plan, etc.   We are hopeful that we can partner with the Historical Society in the future to do a Biscuit Day.
Homecoming Parade is on September 15th.  We need volunteers from 4:30-6:30 to give out candy.
Week of September 13th will be a busy week- Wednesday- Homecoming, Thursday Rotary meeting, Friday- Active Adults, Saturday- Peace Pole.
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