
THE ATJRORA ROTARY CLUB FOUNDATION GENERAL
GRANTING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES As

Amended and Restated through JULY 20Ig

History: The Aurora Rotary Club Foundation was created in 19g2. Its purpose is to
.litnd variotts Aurora Rotctr.y Cltrb philanthropic projects. Fttnd.s are raisecl primaril.r,
throttgh Club ev'ents, as well as clirec( contributioniyro* Aurora Rotarians. Tlte Arrrorct
Rotaryt Foundation is a 501 C (3) organizcrtion and as srtch, ctll contributions macle to
the ARF are consiclereri ta.r ctectuctiite.

Mission: The mission of the Aurora Rotary club Foundation is to participate, inconjunction with the Aurora Rotary Club, ictively in the cliverse life of orir community
through the grants it makes every year. The I'oundation's grants emphasize our belief inthe promise and value of youth anti education, affirming o,rr.o*n,itment to the
humanitarian goals of Rotary rocaily and around the wo"rrd.

Fuqding Priorities: The following criterion and guiclelines will generally be usecl inevaluating grant reqllests. Exceptions can be made whenever deemed appropriate by theFoundation Trustees who shall award such grants without consideratioooruny recipient,s
race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, disability, or any other statusprotected by state or local law.

Grant awards must be in keeping with the mission of the Aurora Rotary club Foundation.The major focus of the Rotary Aurora Club has historically 6.., yorttr. In addition, theClub encourages educational achievement of youth.

*Grant requests are to. be made through the Aurora Rotary Club Foundation Board thatAny organization' which establishes an affiliation with the Aurora Rotary CIub, shor,rld
have or be associated with a 501c (3) designation or be another Rotary club or Districtin order to be eligible for considerati.on.

Active involvement of Aurora Rotarians is consiclered manclatory for organizations toapply. Such involvement shall inclucie one or more of the following:. Board participation;
. Fundraising;
. Direct program lnvolvement.

Local funding activity shail primarily be focused on the Aurora commr.rnity.
Grants can be awardecl for international projects.



The Foundation prefers concentrating its support on a few organizations where the
support can make a strbstantial difference and the funds can have an irnpact on the
organization and in the con-rmunity,
Participation in international projects is a means by which the Aurora Rotary Club
Foundation can be supportive of Aurora Rotarians and Rotary International's interest in
fostering goodwill and peace in the world. The Foundation cncourages the leveraging of
dollars in support of international projects via partnership(s) with one or more Rotary
Club(s) and outreach to different countries.

General Granting Guidelines:
l. Does the project fit with our Rotary mission, and the focus on local service projects

we have established'i (Youth & Education).
2, Will the project engage the passion of Rotary members, and will they be involved in

service to that organization?
3. What is the visibility and brand recognition off-ered to Aurora Rotary and ARF?

What are the commitments made by thc grantee?
4. What is the sustainability of the project, and what rs the expectation of the length of

time that Rotary funding will be needed?
5. ls the project somcthing that Rotary is uniquely able to do; will Rotary funds/effort

make a differelce in its success; and, what are the measlres used to judge our
impact'/

Matching Fund Projects, in support of local and/or international service initiatives,
which are conducted in cooperation with Rotary International, other Rotary Clubs, or
other organizations are encouraged and seen as an effective means to leverage the
Foundation's grants. Participation in such matching projects requires appropriate
advance approval from the Aurora Rotary Club Foundation Directors. Either the
Foundation or the Club must, as a basic requirement of participation, be readily
identifiable as a firnding partner or sponsor in all fbrms of communication seen by the
public such as press releases, banners, newsletters or advertising. No individual or
committee may commit to, or solicit funds, for such projects without proper prior
authorization from thc Aurora Rotary Club Foundation and the Aurora Rotary Club.
Foundation funds will not be used to pay expenses for individuals in the organizations
with whom it parlners or sponsors, including other Rotary Clubs.

General Restrictions: The Foundation generally will not consider the following:

' Support of individuals for personal financial need other than educational and
program scholarships.
. Grants money cannot pay for travel expenses i.e. airfare

. Funding un-chaftered Rotary Clubs, either domestic or foreign, or
underwriting the br,rsiness expenses of chartering a new Rotary Club



' *Serving as a conduit for funds in support of projects which do not havethe prior approvar of the Foundation rii...*I,-und, the Board of theAurora Rotary club, or one of the committees of the A.,ro.a nrir.y crru. Payment of salaries or business overhead

Resttricted Gifts: The ARF will generally accept restrictecl contributions to theFoundation under the following cJn<Jitions:

The restrictions of the clonor are compatible with these guidelines ancl with the Mission ofthe ARF.

The restrictcd gift is for projects rvhich have the prior approval of the ARF, the AuroraRotary club Boarcl of Directors, or of onc of the commiitecs of the Aurora Rotary clr.rb,or which is a project of Rotary International.

For restricted gifts of Icss than $25,000, the prcrject or other restrictccl usc of the funclswill be completed within l2 months uni.", othenvise designatecl from the date the gift isreceived (as the Foundation does not wish to have to accotlnt for interest or dividendincome or capital gain or loss re lated to the restrictecl gift). tf funds are held for longerthan l2 months' then the matter will be discussed *itt-ttr. aono, or the funds returnecl tothe donor,

Restricted gifts of $25,000 ormore will be considered on a case-by-case basis. In noevent will the ARF pay interest or gain on restricted gifts due to the difficulties inaccounting for such intcrcst or gain.

Treatm-ent of Restricted contributions: In considering grant requests, the Board willdetermine the totar aloun!of the grant, and the uro,,-nt"of the grant wi1includeproceeds received as the direct result of Aurora Rotary fundraiser,. , ancl any restricteddonations through the Founclation to the grantee.

Grant Apnlication Prqcqss: All grant requcsts must bc submitted through the theAurora Rotary Club website. The Foun<iaiion Secretary rrili-ut . a determi,ationregarding disposition, directly declining requests that ciearly fall outside theFoundation's guidelines and providing-a report of declinations to the boarcl. All rcqucstswill provided to the board before the !ra,t ielectio, meetings..

Applications must be limiterl to only the required elements. Additional materialswill be disregarded.



GRANTING CYCLE

The Grant Deadlines will be December 3l and June 30 of each year. Grantees will be
notified no later than Feb 28tr' and August 3 I st of each year.

Grant Award: It is expected that all grant awards will be expended for the purpose(s) and
within the budgets as presented to the Foundation board. Follow-up reports detailing how
dollars were expended will be required by the Foundation board. An award of a grant in one
year should not be construed as a guarantee offunding in future years.

Changes in Use of Awarded Funds: If a grantee anticipatcs a change in the use of ftlnds
greater than l0% of the approved budget from the request made to the Foundation Board,
the change must be submitted to the Foundation Board for review and recommendation.

Unanticipated Needs: With tbw exceptions, the Aurora Rotary Club Foundation will
consider only one request per fiscal year fiom a Rotary committee or outside
organizations.

The Secretary of the Foundation Board shall complete check request per accounting
guidelines to the treasurer. Letters of notification to Grantees will be sent with
infonlation of mccting dates and timc for Crantces to select a date and time that will
work within their schedule. The Secretary will notify the president of the foundation of
the dates for distribution of checks to the grantees. The Chair will present the checks or
their designec.

Unexpended Grant Funds: Any funds not expended by a grantee within the
Foundation's fiscal year will be carried over to the totalgrantable funds for the next
fiscal year, unless the grantee presents a request to the Crants Committee Chair fbr a
"carryover" to the next fiscal year. This request must be made timely, preferably no
later than November of the year in which the grant was originally to have been spent.
Requcsts for carryover of tirnds will be considered by the Foundation Board's first
scheduled meeting in the fiscal year following the original grant year.





Procedure:

Special Grant Consiclerations :

Club President Granting Authority: Annually the Foundation boarcl will
approve the discretionary fund for the club president to usc as the club boarcl or
the presidents deerns necessary.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

The Foundation board:
The Seven Trustees shall be composed of the following persons: The Club president,
The Club Past President, the Club Treasurer, and four members in good standing
from the club who are not members of the Board of Directors.

Conflicts of Interest:

All Foundation Board members will disclose to the Chairperson any conflicts of
interest and shall abstain tiom voting on any grant awarcli for which there is a
conflict.


