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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

President’s Report
It is with pleasure that I present this report for the year to 30th June 2014.
Firstly I would like to welcome new members Stuart Ellis, Sat Mishra, Rob Hines and Stella Avramopolous who joined
during the year, and I trust they have a long and fulfilling time as members of the Club.
Detailed reports have been provided by the Chairs of each Committee and I commend to you a thorough reading
of them. I believe the extent and content of the activities undertaken over the year illustrate that members of our Club
have “Engaged Rotary and Changed Lives”. Certainly in my view, our voluntary effort has been well planned and
executed in an effective and energetic manner. I hope you will agree with me.
I would like to mention a few specific programs we have undertaken which I think demonstrate the capability of
our Club. In mentioning a few projects, I do wish to point out there are many parts to the whole and so even the
smallest activity remains important, even if not mentioned by me in this report.
One of the first activities I was involved in for the year was to act as joint MC for the launch, by Victoria Police, of
the Leadership Mentoring Program. And one of the last activities of the year was the hosting by our Club, of the
Graduation Breakfast. Supported by mentors from the five Rotary Districts, it is clear this program illustrates the
capacity of the Club and highlights the esteem in which it is held. Neville John, Alan Seale, Justine Murphy and
Richard Stone have ably represented our Club on the Steering Committee. Also, the 20th Paul Harris Breakfast held
in November, supported by District and many of the Clubs in our District, is another high profile signature event for
the Club. Close to $10,000 was raised for Foundation Programs. Another major program is Community Village
and again this year it provided successful outcomes for the community. The calming and safe environment of the
Village continues to get high praise and support, particularly from Victoria Police. The “Rotary Respite Centre”
conducted overnight for 12 hours during the White Night event in February, provided more great exposure for
Rotary and our Club in particular. Over $500 in donations to Rotary were made. Neil Salvano led the Community
Village Sub-Committee with great enthusiasm and dedication.
Following a suggestion from Michael Bromby, who again this year carried out his Sergeant’s duties with aplomb,
planning commenced early in 2013 and culminated in October 2013, when our Club presented the play “The
Greatest is Love”, at the Melbourne Town Hall. With support from City of Melbourne, and the energy of the
organising group under the Chair of Greg Cuthbert, this innovative and unique approach to fundraising, raised
over $8,600.
Our Club’s focussed international work to improve the education of children in villages near Luang Prabang in
Laos continued under the International Committee chaired by Roy Garrett. The opening of the Hue Kang High
School in November 2013 was attended by members, partners and friends of the Club. The efforts of all were
thankfully acknowledged by the local community. Work on Project #4 is well underway in the nearby village of
Ban Houy Thao.
Youth Services under Chair George Mackey continued to develop long term relationships with our schools. It was
also pleasing to note the resuscitation of the Silk Miller program.
A small new project that I believe has great potential involved working with the corporate, Tower Australia Ltd in
supporting a “Christmas Tree of Joy”. Our Club placed tags on a decorated Christmas tree in the foyer of their office,
suggesting the types of presents children needed. Staff donated the presents which were distributed by our Club
to worthy charities with whom we have relationships. At a time when the Community Service Committee were
focussed on our annual Christmas Hamper appeal, Roger Thornton and Marjorie Gerlinger saw this project to a
successful conclusion. I have high hopes the program can be extended over time, adding to our profile in the city
and gaining access to corporates.
I appreciated the immediate responses from Roger Thornton who at short notice filled the vacant Chair of Community
Service and also Herb Greenwood when likewise he filled the Chair of the Foundation Committee. As well, John
Ilott volunteered to again take on the speaker program role, a critical one in our Club’s DNA.

continued …

2013 – 2014 Annual Report |

3

Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.
… continued

President’s Report
A dinner at the Fortune Cookie restaurant generously funded by Yanpu Zhang, was an enjoyable social evening
and raised $2,500. In addition, a dinner generously put on by Robyn and Alan Seale and a luncheon funded by
Greg Cuthbert continued the social tradition and raised $2,250. A number of vocational visits arranged by the
Vocational Committee under Chair Jillian Cavanagh and a very well attended BBQ at the home of Lorraine and
John Meehan, also provided opportunities for enjoyable social interaction.
Two major projects were commenced during the year to address well known issues. They remain work in progress
as the year concludes. The first is the Club’s Membership Project ably led by Roger Thornton with Neville Taylor
and Neville John chairing Sub-Committees and the second is the work of the Fundraising Committee led by Greg
Cuthbert in seeking a sustainable source of funds, which does not involve financial contributions from members. I
have been heartened by the tenacious and enthusiastic effort put into these projects by numbers of our members.
I am also confident that our Club will end up with positive outcomes from these projects over time. This is based
on my assessment of the outcomes and efforts of members thus far and the commitment expressed by the designated
leaders of the Club for the next two years.
The Club continued its hands on gardening activities at McAuley House and Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Hospital,
both of which were well supported by members.
At the commencement of this year, strong member engagement was a matter I noted as an objective. I trust that
after reading the reports of the various committees and reflecting on the year, you feel you have engaged and are
proud of your efforts. I also wanted to ensure the Board processes were strong and I believe this has been achieved,
even if the Chairman did allow some meetings to run too long!
Whilst the Club’s fundraising efforts did not quite achieve the targets originally set, some of the shortfall was made
up through grants and donations. At the end of the year, the Club still retains a healthy corpus, and some provisions
covering future expenditure have been made.
A strong Club Administration function led by Neville Taylor, with involvement of many members, was critical in the
effective running of Club operations, communications and meetings.
A significant and first event in our Club’s 28 years occurred in the latter part of the year, when our nomination of
Neville John for District Governor in 2016/2017, was accepted by District. Heartiest congratulations have been
passed onto Neville on his appointment and all members, partners and friends, wish Neville and Rebecca a great
and successful journey over the next two years.
None of the achievements over this year would have been possible without the participation of our members,
partners and friends and I wish to acknowledge this and express my thanks to all. The oversight and planning that
makes participation, achievement and enjoyment possible needs to be led by a Board that is supportive and united.
I express my heartfelt thanks to each and every member of the Board. I should also acknowledge the assistance
that has been provided over the year by our Assistant Governor Tony Wells and District Governor Ross Butterworth.
Finally, I also thank my dear wife Pamela for her constant support and patience over the past year.
In concluding, I would like to wish Roy Garrett and his incoming Board great success for the year ahead and thank
him for introducing me to the Club.

Doug Robertson
President
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

Awards 2013-2014
PAUL HARRIS FELLOW RECOGNITIONS
Roy Garrett
Who through his passion for South East Asia, has led the Club to establish and deliver successful school projects
in the area out of Luang Prabang in Laos, enabling the education of children that might otherwise not have that
opportunity. These projects have provided a focus for our Club’s International Committee and indeed member’s of
our Club, whilst also extending the Club’s reach through many travelling supporters.

Justine Murphy
For her commitment and dedication to the promotion of Vocational Service through two year’s as Club Director and
the District Chair role as well as her involvement, over a number of years with the Victoria Police Mentoring project.

Neil Salvano – 2nd Sapphire
For his contribution to the Club over a number of years, including two as Secretary, his support for the Community
Village as Quartermaster and in this past year for Chairing the Sub-Committee and his extra-ordinary personal
involvement in ensuring its continued success; in organising White Night and as well as his support over the years
for any hands on volunteering. These many hours have also resulted in BHP making a substantial financial contribution
to our Club.

PRESIDENT’S ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD/TROPHY
Roger Thornton
For his inability to say no to any requests for help including: Chairing the Membership Project Team, support of
the BBQ at the Meehan’s, taking on the Chair of the Community Service Committee and involvement in many
volunteer activities.

ROYCE ABBEY AWARD
Greg Cuthbert
For his enthusiasm as Chair of the Fundraising Committee and in bringing project management and strategic
planning skills to bear; general commitment to the Club through a number of support activities.

FAMILY OF ROTARY AWARD
JOINTLY AWARDED TO:
Margaret Thomas
For her initiative in pricing and purchasing in bulk, items for Xmas Hampers. These were then weighed and
individually bagged and made available to members for inclusion. This bulked up and significantly improved
hampers for needy assylum seekers.

Pippa Thornton
For her involvement in a number of activities included providing significant help with the BBQ at the Meehan's,
taking part in the working bee at Royal Talbot and helping prepare the friendship banners for digitising.

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
Michael Bromby
For bringing us the fundraising play, “The Greatest is Love”, providing a meeting place for the many Fundraising
Committee meetings and deftly handling the challenge of being over exposed as Sergeant for a second year.

Barrie Tassell
For his regular attendance, acting as a greeter, participation in the Foundation Committee, bringing a smiling face
and offering the odd quiet word of encouragement to the President.

Yanpu Zhang
For providing the Club with a delightful social evening which raised significant funds and undertaking the Treasurer’s
role with little experience in finance and participation in Club activities.
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

3. Directors Reports
3.1 Club Administration
DIRECTOR
Neville Taylor

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Michael Bromby Tom Callander
Allan Driver
Marjorie Gerlinger
John Ilott
Neville John
Anne King
George Mackey
Richard Mitchell
Justine Murphy
Russell Rolls
Roger Thornton
Tony Thomas
Kay Stevens
Mary Voice

Sergeant
Protection
Photography Coordinator
Website Editor, Archives and History, Engravings and Certificates,
Annual Report, Changeover
Speaker Program (December 2013 – June 2014)
Member Recruitment
Asst. Almoner (January – June 2014)
Webmaster (September – June)
Almoner
On to Conference
Volunteer hours
Membership Retention, Inductions, Mentors, New and Existing Classification
and Badges
Bulletin Editing Team Coordinator
Speaker Program / Asst. Almoner (July – December 2013)
Photo Collage and Christmas

WEBSITE RESOURCE COMMITTEE
Neville Taylor / George Mackey / Marjorie Gerlinger / Greg Cuthbert

MEMBERSHIP PROJECT COMMITTEE
Neville Taylor / Roger Thornton / Doug Robertson / Neville John
President Doug continued some of the subtle innovations to the weekly breakfast meetings into the new Rotary year.
This included the removal of grace and commencing with a toast to Rotary International. The wearing of Presidential
Chains of Office was saved only for official occasions.
This Rotary year saw an interesting, and at times surprising, insight into the colourful minds of our members as we
all became engaged in the sergeant’s session. Our Sergeant proved that a man is indeed capable of doing two
things at once as he led members through a maze of intrigue and deceit paralleling the Epic Poem and “Would I
Lie to You” presentations. The Epic Poem, inspired by Robert Browning’s epic tale “How they Brought the Good
News from Ghent to Aix”, saw our own mystery unfold as it travelled through nervous territory. Composed from the
individual input of members, this irrational tale allowed us to follow the deeds of the hero/fiend “Darcy” from
lowlife beginnings to a life of service above self when discovering the Rotary Club of Central Melbourne Sunrise.
Whilst this was unfolding we also heard amazing revelations of childhood and immature antics by members, as
they recanted anecdotes in the “Would I lie to You” series. Of course some were true and other outrageously false.
Along with the humour, the sergeants session also raised $218.60 through fines for donations to PolioPlus and
Rotarians Against Malaria causes.

continued …
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.
… continued

3.1 Club Administration
Members continued to enjoy an excellent range of guest speakers. RCCMS continued to express appreciation with
the presentation of Timor Leste soap and gift boxes to speakers. The manufacture of these items provides employment
for soap makers, paper weavers, oil pressers and rural weavers and the RCCMS purchase of these gifts supports
women and children through the Alola Foundation.
Communications and branding through a variety of avenues was a focus for Club Admin following member
feedback at the Club Planning Forum. Continuing avenues included the engagement of all active members in the
various breakfast duties, particularly the meeting Chair. The weekly Bulletin production continued with a team of
editors. This added to the interest for readers with the varying styles in editing. Reflections of our Rotarian activities
were showcased in the monthly photo collages that welcomed us into the weekly breakfast meetings. We grew
together with the reinvigoration of the monthly members Job Talk into the breakfast program and with strong feedback
this looks like continuing with a longer timeslot into the new year. Members were kept abreast of the RCCMS
business of the Board with President reports and Directors updates included into the weekly breakfast program.
Following the successful revamp of the RCCMS website last year, our focus on our IT solutions was enhanced with
the formation of a dedicated Website Resources Committee. Along with implementing several IT ‘fixes’ and systems
developed to improve file management, this committee tackled the problem of our low visibility for any visitors to
Melbourne looking through Google for a breakfast Rotary club. This has improved with IT solutions best not
described here, however of note is the new website link for RCCMS which can now be found at:
“www.rotaryclubcentralmelbourne.org.au”
RCCMS members continued to engage Rotary through a number of connections to other clubs. Board members
visited a number of Batman Cluster clubs, eight members and friends attended the D9800 annual conference on
the Gold Coast with a further eight venturing to Sydney for the Rotary International Convention. Twelve members
participated with several hundred D9800 colleagues at the District Training Assembly at Melton.
The wellbeing of RCCMS members and friends has been managed well with the Almoner and helpers keeping in
touch with several of those suffering various illnesses and accidents throughout the year. Our thoughts and best
wishes were sincerely accepted through phone calls, flowers, cards and personal visits. The club protection remains
strong with 75% of active members holding current Working with Children Cards. RCCMS members and friends
demonstrated a high level of commitment to service recording a total of 540 volunteer hours by the end of April
on the various projects and activities.
Family and friends of RCCMS were again included and their support acknowledged through the year with a
number of special and social events, including a very special Christmas Breakfast. Club Admin supported
Fundraising with hosting several Fundraising Dinners of a variety of cuisines. The social highlight was the Peninsula
BBQ enjoyed by thirty two members and family at the Mount Martha home of Honorary Member PP John Meehan
OAM and Lorraine Meehan OAM.
Membership of RCCMS was the Number one project for Club Admin, taking the lead in the “RCCMS Membership
Strategy”. A small sub-committee led a review of membership which included significant input by most active
members through an on-line survey and a number of open forums. The outcome of this work saw the launch of a
formal Membership Strategy with a number of recommendations now being implemented by Action Item teams.
These actions focus very much on modernising and updating all our marketing and promotional materials for the
club as well as the connection to high end businesses and the City of Melbourne. The most significant learning for
all is that the most valuable gateway for new long term quality members is through our members themselves. To help
with this, members have been provided with a good framework to help in developing their own personal “elevator
response” when faced with the question – “What is Rotary”. This strategy will continue into the new year to grow
the membership even further
There are many moments of the year captured by our team of photographers and available from the RCCMS
archives for fond memories of a fantastic 2013/14 for RCCMS in years to come.

Neville Taylor
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BBQ at Mt Martha home of Lorraine and John Meehan
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BBQ at Mt Martha home of Lorraine and John Meehan
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The new Club lectern banner
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

3. Directors Reports
3.2 Community Service
DIRECTOR
Robin Stevens
Roger Thornton

(July to December 2013)
(January to June 2014)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
John Barker
Pat Barry
Richard Bowen
Bernie Gerlinger
Neil Salvano
Alan Seale
Activities of the Community Service Committee during 2013-14 built on projects and relationships developed in
previous years but also included new activities when the opportunity arose.

Community Village
This flagship project has now completed its 5th year of operation. (The project did not operate in 2010 due to lack
of insurance cover.) Under the leadership of Neil Salvano – who took over from the sterling work of Alan Seale –
Community Village went from strength to strength, establishing new records in the number of clients served during
the pre-Christmas stagings and culminating in the marathon 7pm – 7am staging during White Night Melbourne
on February 22nd – 23rd. The trailer, donated last Rotary year by Jayco, continued to prove its worth, especially
by making it easier to set up and dismantle the marquees and their contents beside St Pauls Cathedral.
In conjunction with partners, Victoria Police, St Pauls Cathedral and the City of Melbourne, a focused season of
“villages” was planned and delivered, drawing on the experience gained in 2012-13. That included – at the
specific request of Victoria Police – our first winter night staging on July 24th, for the Liverpool vs. Melbourne Victory
soccer game. This was followed by stagings on the evening of Derby Day, plus on the Friday and Saturday nights
of the four weekends prior to Christmas.
As in previous years, volunteers to staff the Community Village stagings came not just from RCCMS but also from
several other Rotary and Rotaract clubs – this year RC Kew, RC Malvern, RC Melbourne Park and the Tullamarine
Rotaract Club. They were complemented by several Rotary spouses, former Rotarians and Friends of Rotary.
In September 2013 we agreed to a request from the organisers of the White Night Melbourne festival (made at
the suggestion of Victoria Police) that RCCMS establish a “Rotary Rest Centre” for 12 hours during the overnight
festival in the CBD in February 2014, modelled on the successful operation of the Community Village. The “Rotary
Rest Centre” was a great success and a wonderful advertisement of Rotary’s community service in action. Despite
all the teas, coffees, biscuits and bottled water being free, members of the public still donated over $500 on the
night. We expect to participate in the 2015 White Night Festival, preferably with a little more space where we
can offer festival attendees the chance to sit down for a rest.
Support for the Community Village is clearly shown by donations received to assist with the program. There were no
City of Melbourne Community Grants available in 2013 (such a grant had significantly contributed to funding the
Community Village in 2012), but Victoria Police stepped in with total contributions of $3,000 and BHP Billiton
contributed $1,450 under its community volunteering “Matched Giving” program for the many night-time hours which
Neil Salvano spent working at the Community Village stagings. Those funds enabled delivery of the 2013-14
Community Village stagings without drawing on the proceeds of general fund raising by RCCMS.

continued …
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.
… continued

3.2 Community Service
Donations in kind continued to be important: electricity and car parking from the City of Melbourne, use of the
cathedral lawn at St Pauls and secure parking of the Club trailer from Victoria Police.
During the year a successful application was made for a City of Melbourne Community Grant in 2014 and the
$2,900 received will form the basis of funding the pre-Christmas 2014 Community Village stagings. (The funds
received under this grant can only be expended in calendar year 2014.)

Mind Body and Soul
At the request of the City of Melbourne, RCCMS manned a booth at the inaugural Mind, Body and Soul
event in the Flagstaff Gardens on October 7. The purpose of the event was to expose retirees to new
possibilities for engagement and participation. Seven RCCMS members attended through the day and actively
promoted our club.

Christmas Hampers
Once again, RCCMS members displayed their generosity by the giving of Christmas Hampers and the Gerlingers
and Robert Brunner (Chairman of Circle Credit) again added their contribution of food vouchers. And once again,
the recipients were Steps Outreach Service and Lentara Uniting Care (previously Hotham Mission).
This year, Steps and Lentara were actively involved in specifying the gifts that would be most suited to their clients,
allowing members to fill green bags for Lentara and red bags for Steps. Margaret Thomas helped to ensure that
Lentara beneficiaries received all the spices they wanted by buying these in bulk, splitting them up and giving them
to members to include in their hampers.
Nearly 100 bags were donated and distributed, much to the recipients’ delight.

Tree of Joy
A new Christmas project for the club this year was the Tree of Joy. At the request of TAL (Tower Insurance), we
decorated the Christmas tree in its office, so that staff could make donations, as part of the company’s corporate
responsibility program. We provided labels with suggested gifts, which we hung on the tree, then staff members
took the labels and brought them back attached to matching presents. Then we collected those parcels and distribute
them to appropriate charities.
TAL employees came up trumps, so that we were able to distribute nearly 75 parcels to the three charities we had
stipulated: Steps Outreach, Shine for Kids and Lentara. We hope to expand this project over the coming years, to
include additional business houses and thereby support additional charities.

Linkages Program
A long term program conceived during last Rotary year has made good progress this year. This is a partnership
between RCCMS and Lentara Uniting Care Asylum Seeker Project, with the aim of developing a model for a
business partnership mentoring program for asylum seekers. We sought and were granted from The Rotary
Foundation a District grant of $1,800 and the Board matched this equally.
The $3,600 has been spent on producing a draft scoping document, laying out how the mentoring program could
proceed. Next year, we will trial this model with two or three RCCMS volunteers mentoring an asylum seeker each.
A steering committee, made up of RCCMS members and representatives from Lentara, will monitor progress on a
quarterly basis. Then at the end of next Rotary year, the program will be fully evaluated and, if deemed successful,
we will attempt to move to the next stage, which will require significant funds as well as volunteers from other Rotary
clubs in District 9800. Ideally, we would hope that at that stage the Linkages Program will become a District
endorsed project.

continued …
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.
… continued

3.2 Community Service
McAuley House
On Saturday, March 22, twenty volunteers from RCCMS and the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park descended on
McAuley House for a working bee. The main task of the day was to lop unsafe branches from many of the trees
on the property and we hired a team of arborists to do this work. Many hands were needed to clear the branches
and stack them for transfer to the tip (two laden trailer loads). At the same time, the rest of the property was weeded,
pruned, raked, swept and generally tidied up.

Royal Talbot
As part of Rotary at Work month, on Saturday April 5 a team of RCCMS volunteers, with help from the Rotary Club
of Melbourne, once again assisted Steven Wells in his ongoing efforts to improve the grounds at the Royal Talbot
Rehabilitation Centre. This time, the front of the main building was the focus of attention and in a little over three
hours the garden beds were transformed.

Iftar
Under the initiative of Alan Seale, RCCMS has been in discussion with Ahmet Polat, from the Australian Intercultural
Society, to seek AIS’ support for the conduct of an Iftar dinner during Ramadan in 2014. July 15 has been selected.
An Iftar is served at the end of the day during Ramadan, to break the day's fast. Literally "breakfast", Iftar is one of
the religious observances of Ramadan and is often celebrated as a community, with people gathering to break their
fast together. RCCMS members will join with members of Melbourne’s various religious and secular communities,
to foster a better understanding of Muslim culture. The long term aim is to promote a more diverse cultural
participation within Rotary.

Camp Getaway
Due to the range of other activities, we were unable to organise a working bee at Camp Getaway this Rotary year.
However, the weekend of August 1-3 has already been slotted into next year’s calendar for us to assist with the
maintenance of the facility.

Know Your Numbers
The National Stroke Foundation has not received funding for its successful Know Your Numbers campaign for
2014. Perhaps it will return in 2015 and, if it does, RCCMS volunteers would expect to help once again.

Melbourne Men’s Shed
A new Men’s Shed is being opened along the river front at Federation Square. City of Melbourne residents Doug
Robertson and Alan Seale have been involved in its inception. RCCMS is one of the sponsors and members will
likely become more involved as the men’s shed develops.

Roger Thornton
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Tree of Joy
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White Night “Rotary Rest Centre”
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Royal Talbot Working Bee
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Presentation of banner by President Doug to Chair of Melbourne Men’s Shed Inc - Tony Bright
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

3. Directors Reports
3.3 Foundation
CHAIR
Kay Stevens
(July to December 2013)
Herb Greenwood (January to June 2014)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Brian Downie
Richard Mitchell
Kerstin Steiner
Richard Stone
Barrie Tassell
Following a great start to the year under the Chairmanship of Past President Kay Stevens, the program for the year
was well arranged and the Committee was active and supportive. Programs were based on the activities of previous
years with the ambition to exceed previous achievements.
With the untimely resignation of Kay Stevens the Chairmanship was accepted by Herb Greenwood for the balance
of the year. The summary of these achievements are as follows.

Royce Abbey Award - RCCMS
A nomination of a Club Member for this award was submitted by President Doug Robertson. The award costing
$1195.00 supports an endowment in the name of Royce and Jean Abbey.

Obligations on District hosting
Costs associated with a Global Grant Scholar – meeting attendance etc were met.

RCCMS Paul Harris Breakfast
The PHB was held in November of 2014 and proved to be a great success with excellent attendance and a
profit of nearly $10,000.00 being achieved. This allowed RCCMS to support all Foundation projects beyond
previous expectations.
On the basis of this success, RCCMS has committed to the next PHB and booked the event with the RACV for
Tuesday 18th November 2014. The Committee has arranged the guest speaker – Robert Doyle, the Lord Mayor
of the City of Melbourne.
Format and organisational procedure will follow previous years. The current Committee will assist the new Committee
in this event. The Committee has suggested that District 9800 be given the opportunity to nominate one person for
receipt of PHF from the proceeds. This is to be confirmed by District 9800. Arrangements are continuing with
sponsors and donations of prizes etc.

RI Foundation Contributions
The Committee proposed and the Board approved a total of $5,500 be paid to RI Foundation in line with District
9800 suggestion that all clubs achieve a contribution of $100 per member. (US Dollars)

Polio Plus
The Committee also achieved and beat the target of $2,000 as a minimum contribution to Polio Plus. The actual
amount was a total of $3,150.00. It was noted that The Bill and Melinda Gates foundation will match the amount
with a 2 for 1 contribution.

continued …
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.
… continued

3.3 Foundation
RI Foundation Presentations
The Committee arranged several presentations on the facets of Foundation and the opportunities for each member
to assist and contribute. The most notable was presented by Richard Stone as prepared by Kerstin Steiner in February
2014. This presentation was so well received that a copy was requested and made available to District 9800 for
further use.
The Committee is continuing its efforts to make a smooth transition to the incoming Committee and is also continuing
with arrangements for ongoing commitments.

Herb Greenwood
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District Foundation Seminar

Global Grants Scholar Michelle Heard with counsellor Koren Harvey
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20th Annual Paul Harris Breakfast
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Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

3. Directors Reports
3.4 Fundraising
DIRECTOR
Greg Cuthbert

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Michael Bromby
Roy Garret
Gerard Hogan
Koren Harvey
David Jones
Doug Robertson
Alan Seale
Strategic Direction
A focus this year (and suggested for future years) is to investigate a wide range of options which allow us to move
beyond the yearly individual events to raise money from our own members, to a sustainable event(s) which can raise
money from a wider circle of benefactors – ideally the general public.
Many event ideas have been investigated, some discarded and a number are being considered for next Rotary year.

Play at the Town Hall
With assistance from the City of Melbourne and involvement from Roland Rocchiccioli RCCMS hosted a play at
the Melbourne Town Hall in October 2013. A good number of Rotarians, partners and friends enjoyed a
memorable play written and performed by Roland alongside Glenda Linscott and we raised more than $8,600.

Fundraising Dinners
Conceived as a series of small gatherings to which members can bring partners and friends and enjoy a first class meal
and wines whilst raising funds for the club these dinners have been a great success. Three events were held and the
venues included a Chinese Restaurant, a member’s home and a Yarra Valley winery – the funds raised were $4,750.

Grants
There have been a number of grants which have provided money towards RCCMS projects throughout this year.
These include a $5,000 District Grant for Project #4 in Laos ($2,500 this year and $2,500 next year), $4,680
for Laos Projects from club members and friends, $3,000 from Victoria Police to fund the 2013-2014 operation
of Community Village and $2,900 from City of Melbourne to fund the 2014-2015 operation together with $1,500
for 2014-2015 from BHP Billiton (as a result of Neil Salvano’s community work). We also received a $1,800
District Grant to help fund a scoping study for an Asylum Seekers Mentoring Project. A further District Grant of
$500 was received to help fund a Membership Project.

In conclusion
RCCMS Fundraising for 2013-2014 has been a strong year and one that can be built on in future years with
exciting projects under investigation.
Fundraising activities generated $13,968, with grants and other donations raising $8,800 for this year and
$10,580 for the coming Rotary year, making a total of $33,348.

Greg Cuthbert
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The Greatest Is Love
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Fortune Cookie
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Fortune Cookie
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Fortune Cookie
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Robyn and Alan Seale’s Austro - Hungarian Dinner

Greg and Chantelle Cuthbert’s Tarrawarra Winery Lunch
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3.5 International Service
DIRECTOR:
Roy Garrett

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tom Callander
Allan Driver
Kevin Love
Frank O’Brien
John Price
Russell Rolls
Alan Seale (as VP)
Sister Clubs
RC Osaka Midosuji Hommachi our sister club from Japan was represented by a party of six members and partners
at the Rotary International Convention held in Sydney in June. RCCMS was delighted to host our visitors on a special
dinner cruise on Sydney Harbour, enjoying the annual Vivid Light Festival. Members and partners were able to share
the friendship of Rotary on what was a memorable evening.
RC Echuca-Moama once again organized a successful steam rally, but unfortunately RCCMS this year was only
able to offer limited support supplying home-made scones to the hungry hoards. Our committee receives the weekly
bulletin, “Steamboat” enabling us to keep up to date on Echuca-Moama affairs.

International House
President Doug attended the annual Valedictory Dinner and presented the RCCMS Fraternitas Award. This award
is presented every year to a student of International House, elected by members of IH as showing outstanding
leadership and community values. It is of relatively small dollar value but is highly regarded and appreciated. The
winner Brian Mendis, spoke at the Club in March.
Cafe Internationale is an annual IH function around a College dinner and review. A table from RCCMS attended
in May and thoroughly enjoyed the evening.

RAM – Adopt a Village
As in previous years, RCCMS donated for the acquisition and distribution of insecticide-impregnated mosquito nets.
We are very happy to be a part of this project which is estimated to save literally hundreds of lives every year. This
year, nets were procured for Timor L’Este.

RAWCS
In 2012, we gained RAWCS registration of our school projects in Laos. This required a formal submission and
carries with it strong obligations for good practice and reporting. Our registration was made deliberately general
“Schools in Laos”. So that it would carry across our projects from 2012 (Ban Heu Yen School) to 2013 (Hue Kang
High School) to 2014 (Houy Thao School) allowing donations to any of the projects to be channeled through
RAWCS and thus generate tax deductibility for the donors.

continued …
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DIK - Donations in Kind
RCCMS members have participated in working bees during the year. In November and June we helped move and
load a large number of “obsolete” hospital beds for on-shipment.

Kampuchea House Orphanage, Siem Reap, Cambodia (Libby McCann)
Once again RCCMS assisted the wonderful little orphanage in Cambodia, founded and still largely driven by
Melbourne woman, Libby McCann. There are many thousands of orphans in Cambodia. Now that the terrible days
of Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge are gone, the legacy of dislocation, dysfunction and corruption still throws up
children – literally thousands - needing help. And Libby’s efforts, while relatively small in scale are nevertheless
bricks in a very big wall.

Loreto Australia, Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam (Trish Franklin)
As in the previous year, our club did not donate to Trish’s wonderful programs. It was felt that Trish has worked so
long and successfully that her Loreto program was becoming self-perpetuating. However, in 2013 we became
aware of “The One” Award run by Rotary District 3450 (Hong Kong, Macau and Mongolia) wherein the person
selected as the most outstanding contributor to humanity on a non-political, non-corporatized basis could receive a
prize of USD100,000. It was inevitable that RCCMS nominated Trish for the award with her co-operation, based
on the further undoubted good works which the money would facilitate. A long submission accompanied the
nomination. Regrettably, in March 2014 we were notified that Trish had been unsuccessful. Quite a shattering
outcome as we had become pretty optimistic. Maybe next year?

Laos school projects
Ban Heu Yen School.

This small 2-room primary school expansion was completed in 2012, funded by a group of Rotarians and nonRotarians and assisted by a couple of exhausting and hot days of painting – Rotarians only!!
The school was revisited by another group in 2013 who were in Laos partly to help fund the Hue Kang school. Our
2013 group became aware of the absence of and need for ceiling fans at this school and have raised funds to allow
this important step to proceed. One needs to be aware that it often gets seriously hot in this part of the world.
Hue Kang High School

This classroom renovation project ran in 2013 coupled to a building project providing kitchen, dining room and
toilet facilities for live-in students. The project was funded largely from RCCMS fundraising activity, aided by a
Rotary District Grant (for the renovation component) and donations from our travelling group.
The group attended an amazing ceremony at the school in November 2013 in three parts: the “official” ceremony
with speeches and cutting of red tape, the “religious” ceremony where a small altar in one of the rooms was the
centre of many prayers and tying of white cotton bracelets. The final part was the party. A large number of trestle
tables had been set up and teaching staff and villagers invited to bountiful Lao food accompanied by Bier Lao. The
highlight was when the District Governor, a fairly large, friendly and undoubtedly powerful man, asked one of our
party to dance. We all got up and joined in, dancing Lao style and ignoring the language barrier easily. An
unforgettable day.
Ban Houy Thao School.

Our 2013 group visited the tiny village of Houy Thao where the two-room primary school needed renovation and
to be moved (literally) from an absurd ridge-top in the jungle to the village itself. This project is set to run over
2013/4 and 2014/5 years and has been funded by RCCMS fund-raising and another District Grant.

Roy Garrett
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Charter of Rotary Club Osaka-Midosuji Hommachi
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International House Fraternatis Award
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Cafe International
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Laos Tour November 2013
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Laos Tour November 2013
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Ban Houy Thao School

2013 – 2014 Annual Report |

62

Donations in Kind Working Bee
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Kampuchea House – Cambodia
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3.6 Vocational Services
DIRECTOR:
Jillian Cavanagh (July 2013 – May 2014)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Koren Harvey
Bruce Heron
Anne King
Kevin Walklate
It has been a year of great achievements from the small team that comprised the Vocational Services committee
this year.
There were six job talks form both older and newer members of the club.
There were 3 excellent vocational visits:
1. Brian Tanti followed up his talk to the club during vocational service month by arranging a visit to the Kangan
Institute at Docklands, the Fox Auto Museum his workshop. These events all followed the theme of reflecting on
the future of trades, particularly in the automotive industry, during the information age that we are now living in.
2. Kevin Walklate organised a visit to the stamp making facility of Australia Post; an opportunity that not many
people get to participate in.
3. Stuart Ellis provided an excellent visit to the MFB where members got an appreciation of the operations of a fire
station in particular and emergency services in general.
These visits also incorporated an opportunity to indulge in social activities afterwards.
A forum was held during the vocational month of October, with four members participating in a debate on the topic
of youth ambitions and attitudes in the workplace.
The Victoria Police mentoring program continues to go from strength to strength and is about to enter its eighth year.
There have been some significant changes this year resulting from a review of the program, which is highly regarded
by the senior leaders in VicPol. The changes reflect the recognition of the varying needs of the different layers in
the leadership structure of the organisation. Each participant in the program will have either a business or Rotarian
mentor depending on their needs. The more senior police officers will be mentored by senor business people and
the remainder; senior sergeants in particular, will be mentored by Rotarians to give then an appreciation of the
interaction with the local community. Our club has a significant involvement in the steering committee of this District
Endorsed Program.
The pilot mentoring program with university students who are involved with the ENACTUS program was launched
in May. ENACTUS is a multinational competition that encourages students to participate in community service
programs. Our Club has had a lead in this program, which has taken several years to organise. This is also likely
to be a District Endorsed Program which will either be taken on by our Club or one of the clubs involved in the
Steering Committee.

Anne King
Deputy Director
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Visit to tne Kangan institute at Docklands and the Fox Auto Museum
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Visit to Australia Post Stamp Facility
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Visit to Emergency Services office in East Melbourne and No 1 Metropolitan Fire Brigade Station

2013 – 2014 Annual Report |

68

Victoria Police Leadership Mentoring Programme 2013-2014 launch dinner
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Victoria Police Leadership Mentoring Programme 2013-2014 launch dinner
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Victoria Police Leadership Mentoring Programme graduation breakfast
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Victoria Police Leadership Mentoring Programme graduation breakfast
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Victoria Police Leadership Mentoring Programme graduation breakfast
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3.7 Youth Service
DIRECTOR:
George Mackey

COMMITTEE:
Tom Boyle
Tom Callander
Sat Mishra
Tony Thomas
Michael Wells
Source Schools
Mount Alexander College (MAC) & University High School (UHS)

Introduction
The approach of the Youth Service Committee in FY 14 was to:
1. Upscale participation in District programs, such as MUNA, RYPEN and RYLA
2. Boost the value of the school achievement awards
3. Implement two RCCMS projects relating to a country/city exchange, and the provision of a professional service
offering (job search process and interview skills) to MAC
4. Conduct a review of the Silk Miller Scholarship.

Program reports:
RYPEN

By far the most successful project during the year was RYPEN. Five students were sponsored to the RYPEN camp
in October 2013, and a further two students were sponsored to the RYPEN camp in March 2014. Numbers for
the March 2014 camp were less than expected, as the timing clashed with a number of high profile extra-curricular
activities conducted by both UHS and MAC.
The influence of this program cannot be underestimated. RCCMS drivers who take kids to this camp consistently
report the overwhelmingly positive feedback that is “overheard” on the return trip. This invariably occurs as the kids
in the back seat get back into mobile phone range, and begin telephoning their friends and parents. Many of the
kids who attend this camp have challenging home lives, and the efforts of the young people who actually conduct
this camp, and the difference they make to the lives of the participants, are to be highly commended.
RYLA

In November 2013 RCCMS sponsored Alberto (EDY) De Costa to the RYLA camp. Edy is from Timor Leste, and
was recommended to us by the RC Rochester. Edy is studying international relations at university, UNTAL, in Dili,
and was undertaking a seven week study program in Australia sponsored by the Ballarat group, Teachers for Timor.
International Women’s Day Breakfast

RCCMS sponsored a table at the International Women’s Day event at Crown Palladium on 4 March 2014. Hosted
by Anne King and Jillian Cavanagh, RCCMS hosted three students and a teacher from MAC, a teacher from
Princes Park Secondary, a student from MLC, and our visiting Global Peace Scholar. All girls, of course…

continued …
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School awards to UHS and MAC

Tony Thomas attended the valedictory dinners at UHS and MAC last November, and presented the RCCMS
Achievement Awards to winning students. These awards were upscaled at MAC in 2013, and were awarded to
Year 11 students who made a material contribution to their school and local communities.
Silk Miller Scholarship

Tom Callander conducted a systematic review of the Silk Miller Scholarship during the year. The purpose of Tom’s
review was to evaluate the relevance and operation of the scholarship in the context of current RCCMS activity and
direction. Tom’s review found that while there had been some operational issues in recent years, the scholarship
was still highly relevant and consistent with the aims and objectives of RCCMS in general, and Youth Service in
particular. Following Board acceptance of Tom’s report, RCCMS announced the sponsorship of Liz Toffoletti as the
2014 Silk Miller Scholar.
Liz has already completed the Graduate Diploma in Adolescent Health and Welfare, and has commenced her study
for the Masters award. Liz is a Youth Resource Officer for the Vic Police City of Whitehorse area, a position she
has held for the past seven years. She was a member of the 2012 Rotary GSE Team to Texas, USA, and has made
several presentations on youth initiatives to senior police officers in Victoria and interstate. Liz has developed
sustainable relations with partner agencies in youth matters, is at the forefront of community engagement in her area
of operation, and represents a great fit with the purpose, aims and objectives of the Silk Miller Scholarship.
Liz is the first Silk Miller Scholar to be sponsored by RCCMS at the Masters level, and her activities and reputation
in Victoria Police indicate that she is already making an impact within Vic Police with her Graduate Diploma.
Country/city exchange

The purpose of this project was to partner with a rural RC, and arrange to “swap” a small group of high school
children for a long weekend to experience “how the other half lives”. This project did not proceed in 2013/14
because of issues relating to funding, the identification of an appropriate RC with which to partner, and a very
crowded program. This project will be reviewed in 2014/15.
Provision of a professional service offering (job search process and interview skills) to MAC:

The purpose and objectives of this project have generally been agreed with the Principal of MAC. The project has
not commenced, however, as the Principal has been seconded to another role in the education network, and is not
expected back until the end of 2014. This project will also be reviewed in 2014/15, particularly in the context
of our relationship with the source schools. It is increasingly apparent that high schools are very busy places, with
many activities competing for attention and participants. Two opportunities exist in the short term, being:
• To implement in UHS a similar relationship to that achieved by Tony Thomas in MAC – become a trusted partner
with senior school personnel, rather than yet another service organisation trying to fill places in a particular
program at short notice
• Partner with similarly-minded RCs, such that the opportunities offered to schools can be up-scaled to represent
material benefits to the school community.
MUNA

This program is a competition where schools nominate pairs of students who assume the responsibilities of diplomats
representing their (randomly assigned) country in a “model United Nations”. Winners of the District 9800
competition represent the District in a national competition. Neither of our source schools were able to supply teams
for the May 2014 MUNA activity.
NYSF

The NYSF is a prestigious learning experience held over 12 days (full residential) on university campus in Canberra.
RCCMS sponsors nominations from interested high-performing students going into year 12 next year, and who

continued …
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intend continuing to tertiary studies in the fields of science, engineering or technology. Participants will engage in
laboratory experiments and field visits conducted by top scientists and engineers, participate in debates on scientific
subjects, attend lectures by some of Australia's eminent scientists and engineers and hear of scientific, engineering
and technology career opportunities in universities and industry. NYSF participants will also engage in personal
development activities, impromptu speeches, mock job interviews and loads of fun social activities.
The nomination process is currently underway, and will be finalised by 30 June 2014.

George Mackey
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RCCMS sponsored Alberto (EDY) De Costa from East Timor to RYLA

Presentation of RCCMS Achievement Awards at Mt Alexander College
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RYPEN October 2013
L to R - Helen Tran (MAC), Milita Jap (MAC), Josh Harbourd (MAC), Caitlin Heading (UHS), Ardelle Xia (UHS)

Caitlin Heading, University High School
(Front, second from right)

Josh Harbourd, Mount Alexander College
(Rear, third from left)
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Silk Miller Scholarship
Leading Senior Constable Liz Toffoletti, with Tom Callander, Louise Scaffidi (Centre of Adolescent Health),
and Sergeant Tim Hardiman (who has been associated with the program for a number of years)

2013 – 2014 Annual Report |

79

Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise Inc.

3. Directors Reports
3.8 Membership
DIRECTOR:
Neville Taylor

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT:
Neville John

MEMBERSHIP RETENTION:
Roger Thornton
Membership Development
The year began in July 2012 with 47 active members plus 8 honorary members and is projected to end the year
at 30th June 2013 with 47 active members plus 8 honorary members.
During the year four new Active members joined the Club. The new Members and their Classifications were:
Stuart Ellis (Emergency Services)
Sat Mishra (IT Business Development)
Robert Hines (Tourism & Leisure); and
Stella Avramopoulos (Community Welfare)

Membership Retention
Four active members resigned during the year due to changes in the current priorities in their life.
Resignations were received from members Kay Stevens, Robin Stevens, Jillian Cavanagh and Brian Downie.
Attendance was monitored during the year and including make-ups, averaged 70% for the 11 months to the end
of May 2013.
Active members on leave of absence as at 30th June are Pat Barry, Richard Bowen, Tom Boyle, Koren Harvey,
Kerstin Steiner and Tony Thomas.

Membership statistics are as follows:
1. Gender
Female

15%

Male

85%

2. Age
Under 35

6%

35 – 49

13%

50 – 64

32%

65 – 79

43%

80 and older

6%

continued …
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3.8 Membership
3. Years of Service
<1

4%

1–5

26%

5 – 10

23%

10 – 20

26%

20+

21%

Honorary Members:
The number of honorary members remains at eight, and includes Charter members/Past Presidents Cec Akerley,
and Dr. Lou Butterfield; Past President Steven Hallis; Past President John Meehan; Past President Keith Frampton; past
members Geoff Fairhall and Ian Angus and Margaret Thomas, who was the wife of deceased Charter member
Reg Thomas.

Neville John
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We welcomed new members and their partners

Stuart Ellis and Joanna (not pictured)

Sat Mishra and Jaishree (not pictured)

Rob Hines and Tessa

Stella Avramopoulos and Con Matsamakis (not pictured)
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3.9 Treasurer’s Report
STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME (PROFIT AND LOSS)
ESTIMATED YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE 2014
Club Administration Income
Subscriptions

12658

Joining Fees

382

Interest

2529

Sergeant's Fines

2177

Meetings - Breakfast income

37257

Meetings - Breakfast Expenses

-36351

Net Income/Cost

906

Total Estimated Administration Income

18652

Club Administration Expenses
Annual Report

104

Badges and Engraving

443

Computer (Hardware and Software)

792

Bank Charges

270

District Levy

4691

Insurance Levy

1325

Consumer Affairs Annual Fee

51

Rotary International Subs

2787

Horizon's Planning Day

200

District Assembly

324

Flowers and Gifts

125

Membership Recruitment

715

Postal Box Renewal

153

Postage

57

Printing and Stationery

246

Rotary Down Under

1718

Miscellaneous Expenses

15

Storage

825

President's expenses

1950

Depreciation

2500

Club Changeover

1758

Total Estimated Administration Expenses

21049

Estimated Net Administration Deficit 30 June 2014

-2397
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Committees
Fundraising
The Greatest is Love Income

19103

The Greatest is Love Expense

-10443

Surplus

8660

Fundraising Dinners/Lunch Income

4750

Fundraising Dinners/Lunch Income

0

Surplus

4750

eBay Income

25

eBay Expense

0

Surplus

25

White Night Donations

534

Surplus

534

Total Fundraising

13969

Community Service
Community Services - Donations received

1462

Community Village - Income

2820

Community Village - Expense

-2530

McAuley House

-1364

Xmas Hampers

-67

Lentar UnitingCare Asylum Seekers Mentoring (District Grant)

1800

Lentar UnitingCare Asylum Seekers Mentoring

-3600

Victoria Police Legacy - Income

300

Victoria Police Legacy - Expense

-300

Mens Shed

-129

Net Expenditure

-1608

Foundation
Paul Harris Breakfast Income

17746

Paul Harris Breakfast Costs

-7829

The Rotary Foundation

-5500

The Rotary Foundation - Royce Abbey Award

-1195

PolioPlus Challenge - Income

145

PolioPlus Challenge - Expenditure

-3150

Global Scholar - Income

1194

Global Scholar - Expense

-1211

Foundation Seminar

-91

Net Gain

109
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International Service
Disaster Aid Australia - Income

3200

Disaster Aid Australia - Expense

-4800

International House Fraternatas Award

-252

Rotarians Against Malaria - Income

74

Rotarians Against Malaria - Expense

-500

Kampuchea House

-1000

Sister Club Relationships

-619

Misc Expenses

-100

Ban Houy Thao School Laos Total Project Cost

-20467

Less Foundation Grant

5000

Less Donations

3000

Less prepayment for 2014-15 year

5000

Project cost current year

-7467

Ban Heu Yen School Laos Total Project Cost

-1588

Less Donations

1680

Project cost current year

92

Net Expenditure

-11372

Vocational Service
Misc Expenses

-24

Net Expenditure

-24

Youth Service
Misc Expenses

-72

RYLA

-710

UHS Maths Prize

-200

Silk/Miller Scholarship - Income (reversal of prior year provision)

1628

Silk/Miller Scholarship - Expense

-934

RYPEN

-1456

Student sponsorship to Women in Rotary Breakfast

-491

Mt Alexander College Awards

-400

Net Expenditure

-2635

Total Committee Expenses

-15530

Committee Net/Surplus (Deficit)

-1561

Estimated Net Deficit June 30, 2014

-3958

Yanpu Zhang
Treasurer
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4. Central Melbourne – Sunrise
Club members serving on District Committees
NEVILLE JOHN

District Chair New Generations
Chair RYPEN Committee

ANNE KING

District Vocational Service Committee

JUSTINE MURPHY

District Chair Vocational Service

ALAN SEALE

District Vocational Service Committee
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continued …

Since Charter in April 1987
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Since Charter in April 1987
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