
A LT R U S A N S ,

B O O K S  A N D

C H I L D R E N



A LT R U S A’ S  A B C  P RO J E C T  

B E G A N  I N  1 9 9 4 .

W E  A R E  C U R R E N T LY  I N  

O U R  2 7 T H Y E A R .



I N  1 9 9 4 ,  O U R  P RO J E C T  

WA S  K N OW N  A S  

A N I M A L S ,  B O O K S  A N D  

C O O K I E S



F R I E N D S ,  F R A N  
S L O C U M  A N D  G R A C E  
S T I L L I N G S ,  
D O N A T E D  T H E I R  
E X T E N S I V E  B E A N I E  
B A B Y  C O L L E C T I O N S  
T O  U S



M E M B E R S  B A K E D  
C O O K I E S  F O R  
T H E  
K I N D E R G A R T E N  
C L A S S E S

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chocolate_chip_cookie
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


I N  1 9 9 6 ,  A N I TA  
S E R V E D  O N  T H E  
G O V E R N O R ’ S
C O M M I T T E E  O N  
N U T R I T I O N …  
W E  B E C A M E  
A N I M A L S ,  
B O O K S  A N D  
C A R R O T S !  



At this point, Altrusans were going into classrooms and helping kindergarteners select their own book.  Then 

the group of 3 or 4 children would sit with an Altrusan and listen to their own book being read.



F O L L O W I N G  T H E  R E A D I N G ,  E A C H  

C H I L D  W O U L D  S E L E C T  T H E I R  O W N  

A N I M A L .



when we discontinued using the animals that Borders Books 

supplied us with for a short while…

W E  T R A N S I T I O N E D  T O

A L T R U S A ,  B O O K S  A N D  C H I L D R E N



AT  T H I S  P O I N T,  
I N  1 9 9 9 ,  

A B C WA S  
S E RV I N G

5  T I T L E  1

S C H O O L S  I N  
P O RT L A N D



G R A D U A L LY,  A LT R U S A  

E X PA N D E D  T H E  A B C

P RO G R A M  TO  A L L  O F  

P O RT L A N D ’ S  T I T L E  1  

S C H O O L S .

Soon, the South Portland kindergartens were included…. 

And we grew to serve Westbrook, Windham and Lake Region as well.



S T U D E N T S  

S T I L L  C H O O S E  

T H E I R  O W N  

B O O K S …



“ T H I S  I S  M Y  N E W  B O O K … T O  K E E P ! ! ”



I N  T H E  I N T E R E S T  
O F  T I M E ,  O N E  
A L T R U S A N  R E A D S  
A  B O O K  T O  T H E  
E N T I R E  G R O U P.



Students love listening to an 

Altrusan read a treasured 

book.



C L A S S E S  W I T H  N E W  B O O K S

“These are our FOREVER BOOKS!”  “I can keep it at home with 

me…forever.”  “It is never due back at school”  “It is MINE!”



Readers exploring their new treasures.



T E A C H E R S  A R E  

O U R  T R E A S U R E D  

PA RT N E R S  A N D  

B I G G E S T  

S U P P O RT E R S  I N  

T H E  C L A S S R O O M ..



• ABC has allowed us to offer a variety of additional programs… including 

• Book Blizzard, Books and Bears, Books Behind Bars and Books and Bubbles (also known as 

Summer Success)



In 2020-2021, thus far we have been able to give

• Book Blizzard   625 books to 5 middle schools

• Books Behind Bars   100 adult books    50 children’s books

• Summer Nutrition Program (aka Summer Success… Books and 

Bubbles)    700+ books distributed with lunch

• Pillowcase Project with Cricket Comforts                                 75 

books to Barbara Bush Medical Center

• ABC to 1,114 kindergarten students in 64 kindergarten classrooms 

in 19 schools in 5 communities. 



T H AT ’ S  

A L L  

F O L K S !


