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here is a limit to how smart you can be, but there’s no limit to how
dumb you can be.” My English teachers always said to start essays
with quotes to draw the reader in, and I cannot think I will have a
better one than this, which came from our latest featured Rotarian.
When I asked him to explain further, he said, “If you want to be the dumbest
person on the planet, you can be, but you will never be the smartest.”
This “Rotarian Rundown” features a lifelong Wichitan and self-proclaimed business geek, Rotarian Randy Aronis. We met on a busy Friday afternoon in downtown Wichita at the Old Mill
Tasty Shop. Randy grabbed a table shortly before I arrived, and once I sat down, I
could not stop taking notes. I have talked with Randy several times at our meetings and even at past social mixers, but this time was different. In our previous
conversation, I did not realize the wealth of business knowledge that sat in front
of me. A former business consultant and trainer, Randy seems to have read,
studied, learned and taught game changing business strategies for most of his
life, and I felt lucky to be bending his ear.
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Randy’s passion developed over time; in other words, what his career ended up being was not
what he initially set out to do. After graduating from North High, Randy went to WSU to study
hospital administration, but the passion for business really stemmed from curiosity. He said he
wondered how some companies excelled while others fizzled out. He read and studied different companies and different strategies and found that companies like Amazon and Nordstrom
have one thing in common that set them apart from their competitors, a superior customer experience. He even recalled a time when working in the hospital asking one of his colleagues,
“What would happen if we started referring to the patients as clients?” This question says
more about Randy than it presumes about a new business model. What he really asked is,
“How can we treat our patients like humans instead of tasks to check off a list?” Randy, simply
put, wants to serve. He may have indicated that his passion laid in business research and
strategy, but by the end of our lunch, I saw that his real passion resided with service toward
others and providing a value to them that they deserved. He lives to
make the lives of others better.
Eventually, the hectic travel schedule of a top business consultant
took its toll on Randy, and he decided to take a job here in town.
He now works for Iconic IT as an Account Executive, which is lucky
for us since it lead him to East Wichita Rotary. Randy says he likes
to be around people smarter than he. Since he has been with us for
well over a year, I think we as a club ought to take that as a compliment. Next time you sit with Randy, ask him about his hobby or
even the thrill of his life. He will not be afraid to toot his own horn!
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Letter from the Editor
Dear Fellow East Wichita Rotarians,
What a year 2020 turned out to be? As a club, we had to adjust
our service projects, our meetings, our programs…even the way
we receive our lunch at WCC. Still, I am very grateful for your
fellowship and dedication to service our community. I had every
intention of celebrating the completion of our very successful
Turkey Drive! If memory serves me, we delivered sixty turkey
dinners to fifty families in need. Deliveries were made by our
very own East Wichita Rotarians and their families. Looking to
2021, I hope we can get some maps painted, hygiene products
passed out, children read to, more turkey dinners delivered, and
Christmas gifts for the Salvation Army Giving Tree bought.
Regarding the Rotary Notary, please accept my sincerest apology
for the severe tardiness of this edition. I have many excuses,
but I will not bore you with those. Instead, I would like to reach out for some help. Would any of you like to
be a Rotary Notary contributor? I will continue with the layout; the real help I need is content. Do we need
to have summaries of the meetings included? Should the newsletter be sent monthly or quarterly? Would
some of you like to write at least one Rotarian Rundown per year? If you are interested in helping, please
send me a text (316-644-5995) or email: soonerlady00@yahoo.com. I want to continue to do this service; at
the same time, it is time I ask for HELP! Thank you! Sincerely, Kelly Dandurand
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April Birthdays
Dave Sproul
Sarah Wine
Tim O’Sullivan
Burke Jones
Ryan Heikes
Terry Wiggers
Marc Campbell
Shane Pullman

April 2
April 6
April 7
April 8
April 9
April 12
April 23
April 30

April Wedding Anniversaries
Randy & Carole Summers
Michael & Lauren Caffrey

April 5, 1975
April 9, 2011

April Rotarian Anniversaries
Brian Burrus
Phil May
Larry McNeil
Kim Vining
Noel Anderson
Anne Schneider
Deb Brinegar
Eric Ireland
Scott Jensen
John Vetter

April 1, 2009
April 1, 1991
April 1, 1984
April 1, 2013
April 2, 2006
April 3, 2006
April 5, 2018
April 15, 2012
April 15, 2008
April 24, 1991
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