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THE FOUR WAY TEST 
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3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF BARBADOS WELCOMES ALL VISITING  

ROTARIANS AND GUESTS 
          Mar 07 - Club Charter Date - 1962 - Club # 6798 

RI THEME: ROTARY CONNECTS THE WORLD  
 

 
 
 

Meeting Notes May 07 2020:  
 
Housekeeping- Attendance  - 77% 
 
Prayer– PP Stanley MacDonald  

 
• PP Stanley reported on an initiative to provide 
tablets to certain schools. Thus far 22 tablets were 
booked for Charles F. Broome Memorial School. 
 
• PE Fiona spearheading the initiative to source tab-
lets for several other schools. 
 
• PE Fiona addressed the Club on the benefits and 
challenges of having online meetings: Among the 
benefits – increased attendance & the  ability to facil-
itate speakers from everywhere. Among the challeng-
es – Inability to collect funds for fines and raffles & 
lack of camaraderie. Solutions suggested: - Add a fee 
to members’ obligations equivalent to the value of 
the fine and raffle. Such amounts can be billed either 
monthly or quarterly. Whatever the cost, it would be 
deemed to be affordable as members do not incur a 
lunch cost at virtual meetings. 
 
• Rotarian Steve Cozier suggested that online 
meetings be conducted once per month. 
 
• In view of the revenue loss from fines and raffles 
via virtual meetings, PP Erskine suggested that a min-
imum fee be levied to compensate for the loss. 
 
• PE Fiona agrees in principle with the idea of levy-
ing a fee for the revenue loss. 
 
• President Peter advised that we revert to the 
membership for a decision on the matters discussed. 
A suggestion was made that we also carry regular 
lunch meetings via Zoom, to be viewed by those Ro-
tarians not present. Rotarian Anton pointed out that 
certain prerequisites would be required for a meeting 
to be carried in the virtual format - setting up of cam-
eras, having an administrator etc. He suggested that 
a team would be required to manage such meetings. 

  
Notice is hereby given of our on-line Club meeting to be 
held on Thursday, May 14, 2020 via Zoom. The Agenda 

is as follows and our Moderator will be PDG David.  
Our special Guest will be   

RI President Elect Holger Knaack from Germany.  



 
INCOMING RI PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES 2020-21 

PRESIDENTIAL THEME  
Rotary International President-elect Holger Knaack is encouraging 
Rotarians to seize the many opportunities Rotary offers to enrich 
their lives and the communities they serve. 
Knaack, a member of the Rotary Club of Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln, 
Germany, revealed the 2020-21 presidential theme, Rotary Opens 
Opportunities, to incoming district governors at the Rotary Interna-
tional Assembly in San Diego, California, USA, on 20 January. 
Rotary isn’t just a club for people to join, but rather “an invitation to 
endless opportunities,” said Knaack, who becomes president on 1 
July. He emphasized that Rotary creates pathways for members to 
improve their lives and the lives of those they help through service 
projects. 
“We believe that our acts of service, big and small, create opportuni-
ties for people who need our help,” Knaack said. He added that Rota-
ry creates leadership opportunities and gives members the chance to 
travel the world to put their service ideas into action and make life-
long connections. “Everything we do opens another opportunity for 
someone, somewhere,” said Knaack. 

 
Changing for the future 
Knaack also urged members to embrace change so Rotary can expand 
and thrive. Rather than setting a specific target for increasing the 
number of members, Knaack said he’s asking clubs and districts to 
think about how to grow in a sustainable and organic way. He wants 
clubs to focus on keeping current members engaged and adding new 
members who are the right fit for their club. 
We will capture this moment to grow Rotary, making it stronger, 
more adaptable, and even more aligned with our core values. 
Holger Knaack 
 
Rotary International President-elect 
“We need to stop thinking of new members as people we can mark 
down as statistics and then forget about,” Knaack said. “Every new 
member changes us a little bit. That person brings a new perspective, 
new experiences. We need to embrace this constant renewal. We will 
grow stronger as we learn from new members.” 
Knaack pointed to Rotary’s Action Plan as a compass that can guide 
clubs as they evolve. He recommended that every club have a strate-
gic plan meeting at least once a year. At that meeting, clubs should 
ask where they want to be in five years and how they can bring more 
value to their members. 
 
Knaack also wants to see more women in leadership roles and see 
Rotaractors play an integral role in how new clubs are formed and 
run. He encouraged district leaders to create new club models and 
rethink what it means to be in Rotary and allow young people to be 
the architects of these new clubs. 
 
“We have to be open to new approaches and creating unique clubs 
for younger people is just part of the solution,” said Knaack. “Let Ro-
taractors decide what kind of Rotary experience works best for them. 
These young people are bright, energetic, and they get things done.” 
In stressing the need for Rotary members to embrace change, Knaack 
noted that time won’t slow down for Rotary: “We will not let rapid 
change defeat us. We will capture this moment to grow Rotary, mak-
ing it stronger, more adaptable, and even more aligned with our core 
values.” 

Holger Knaack selected to be 
2020-21 Rotary International 
president By Ryan Hyland 
 

Holger Knaack, a member of the Ro-
tary Club of Herzogtum Lauenburg-
Mölln, Germany, has been selected 
to serve as president of Rotary Inter-
national in 2020-21. 
The Nominating Committee’s deci-

sion follows the resignation last month of President-
nominee Sushil Gupta due to health reasons. Knaack will 
officially become president-nominee if no other candidates 
challenge him by 31 May. 
To build a stronger membership, Knaack says Rotary must 
focus on increasing the number of female members and 
transitioning Rotaractors into Rotarians. 
Knaack believes that the People of Action campaign offers 
new public awareness possibilities for Rotary. “This cam-
paign conveys our global image while still respecting differ-
ences in regions and cultures,” he says. 
A Rotary member since 1992, Knaack has served Rotary as 
treasurer, director, moderator, member and chair of several 
committees, representative for the Council on Legislation, 
zone coordinator, training leader, and district governor. 
He is an endowment/major gifts adviser and co-chair of the 
Host Organization Committee for the 2019 Rotary Interna-
tional Convention in Hamburg. 
Knaack is the CEO of Knaack KG, a real estate company. He 
was previously a partner and general manager of Knaack 
Enterprises, a 125-year-old family business. 
He is a founding member of the Civic Foundation of the City 
of Ratzeburg and served as president of the Golf-Club Gut 
Grambek. Knaack is also the founder and chair of the Karl 
Adam Foundation. 
Knaack and his wife, Susanne, are Major Donors to The Rota-
ry Foundation and members of the Bequest Society. 
The members of the Nominating Committee for the 2020-21 
President of Rotary International are Kazuhiko Ozawa, Rota-
ry Club of Yokosuka, Kanagawa, Japan; Manoj D. Desai, Rota-
ry Club of Baroda Metro, Gujarat, India; Shekhar Mehta, Ro-
tary Club of Calcutta-Mahanagar, West Bengal, India; John G. 
Thorne, Rotary Club of North Hobart, Tasmania, Australia; 
Guiller E. Tumangan, Rotary Club of Makati West, Makati 
City, Philippines; Juin Park, Rotary Club of Suncheon, Jeon-
ranam, Korea; Elio Cerini, Rotary Club of Milano Duomo, Ita-
ly; Gideon M. Peiper, Rotary Club of Ramat Hasharon, Israel; 
Per Høyen, Rotary Club of Aarup, Denmark; Paul Knijff, Rota-
ry Club of Weesp (Vechtstreek-Noord), Netherlands; Sam 
Okudzeto, Rotary Club of Accra, Ghana; José Ubiracy Silva, 
Rotary Club of Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil; Bradford R. How-
ard, Rotary Club of Oakland Uptown, California, USA; Mi-
chael D. McCullough, Rotary Club of Trenton, Michigan, USA; 
Karen K. Wentz, Rotary Club of Maryville, Tennessee, USA; 



 

ROTARY GRACE 
O Lord and giver of all things good 
We thank Thee for our daily food 
May Rotary friends and Rotary ways 
Help us to serve Thee all our days. 

OBJECT OF ROTARY 
The Object of  Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a 
basis of worthy enterprise and in particular to encourage and foster: 
FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity of service; 
SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions, the recog-
nition and the worthiness of  all useful occupations, and the  
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve  
society; 
THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's  
personal, business and community life; and   
FOURTH: The advancement of the international understanding, good-
will and peace through a world  of fellowship of business and profes-
sional persons united in the  ideal of service. 

Bulletin Editor:  Rtn. Randy Marshall 

Announcements 
Wedding Anniversary  
• None This Week 
 
Birthday - Rotarians 
• Rtn. Onika Stewart – May 16 
• PP. Erskine Thompson – May 21  
 
Birthday - Partners-in-Service 
• Curt Brathwaite – Rtn. Donna King– Brathwaite– May 21 
• Debra Smith– PP Roger Smith– May 21 
 
Join Date Anniversary 
• None This Week 


