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The Rotary Club of Barbados welcomes visiting 

Rotarians and Guests. 

 

 

 

Founders Day February 23rd, 2025 

 
To celebrate Founders Day 2025, there was a church service at 

the St. Dominics Church and an afternoon of fellowship at the 

Bathsheba home of PDG David and PIS Donna. It was a  

wonderful Fellowship with food, song, game, good company 

and a spectacular view. Thanks go out to PDG David and PIS 

Donna for hosting us and the organising committee. 

 

Please view link below to view President Arlene’s Founders 

Day message for 2025. 

 

https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/000000

07241/en-ca/files/homepage/president-arlenes-

founders-day-message-2025/President-Arlene-

founders-Day-message.pdf 

 

 
The group at St. Dominics Church 

 

 
Our Fellowship view  

 

Summary Minutes of the RCOB Meeting Held 

on February 20th, 2025 
 

The Meeting was called to order at 12:33 pm. 

The singing of the National Anthem ensued followed by a 

toast to the President of Barbados. 

Sergeant at Arms (SAA) Peter was welcomed to the podium 

and he proceeded to ask about any guests present at the 

meeting 

Meeting Details – February 20th, 2025 

 
Guests 

Ryan Forde – Guest Speaker 

Kemuel Burke – Rtn. Meryl Stoute 

 

Rotarians, Rotaractors and Interactors 

None 

 

Honorary Rotarians 

None 

 

Fines: BBD 150.35 

Raffle: BBD 111.00 won by PP Denise Antrobus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Today February 27th 2025, is an Evening Fellowship Meeting 

and will commence at 6pm at The Hilton Hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

l 

Our next scheduled weekly meeting will be on March 6th 

2025, this will be an online business meeting, which will 

commence at 12.30pm. 
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Rotarian Meryl Stoute introduced a guest- Kenwell Burke 

Following on from the Guest introduction, President Arlene 

introduced the day’s Guest Speaker Mr. Ryan Forde 

12:39 pm- Lunch was served 

Announcements 

Following the consumption of lunch, SAA Peter proceeded 

with the day’s announcements, with specific focus on Past 

President (PP) Grenville who was celebrating his Birthday. 

SAA Peter led Rotarians in singing happy birthday to PP 

Grenville and thereafter PP Grenville shared a few words of 

gratitude. 

Guest Speaker Introduction 

Rotarian Ayesha Nicholls introduced the guest speaker Mr. 

Ryan Forde and provided a short a  biography of Mr. Forde 

and his accomplishments to date. 

Guest Speaker- Ryan Forde, CEO of the Barbados Hotel and 

Tourism Association 

Mr. Forde’s presentation was entitled ‘Diversification of the 

Economy- Where Tourism takes the Lead and How’. Mr. 

Forde expressed the continued importance of Tourism to the 

Barbados economy and how diversification of the Tourism 

product adds more and more value. He referenced a number of 

key items such as reinvestment and the number of projects in 

the pipeline that are directly aligned with Tourism, providing 

data and statistics to support his statements. He added that 

different areas of Tourism continue to be explored in order to 

boost the economy with particular emphasis on the following:  

• MICE (Meetings Incentives Conferences 

Exhibitions) segment 

• Sports Tourism 

Mr. Forde again supported his statements with statistics on the 

revenue generated by these areas in addition to providing a 

deep dive into the MICE and Sports Tourism sectors with an 

outlook on the future revenue and economic potential. He also 

made reference to ‘Source Market’ diversification and other 

associated strategies to continue to drive tourism and overall 

economic growth. He simultaneously drew links between 

tourism and other sectors, highlighting interconnectivity and 

synergies. 

Question & Answer segment 

During the Q & A segment the following ensued: 

1. PDG David enquired about the progress as it relates 

to negotiations on travel to the African Continent 

2. PP Grenville suggested the inclusion of the 

media/press at meetings where there are guest 

speakers 

3. PP Stanley echoed the sentiments of PP Grenville 

and enquired about the 

connection/discussions/negotiations with Latin 

America 

4. PP Erskine asked about mechanisms and strategies to 

address any future possible pandemics like Covid-19 

5. Rotarian Meryl enquired about the contribution of 

Tourism to foreign currency reserves. She also 

queried the labour force used in the completion of 

‘Tourism-forward’ projects. 

6. PDG Tony spoke on possible Sports Tourism revenue 

streams/avenues. 

Mr. Forde was able to respond to all questions and statements 

while providing further insight with the aid of supporting 

statistics and data where possible. 

 

Vote of Thanks 

The Vote of Thanks was presented by Rotarian Anton 

Nicholls. 

In the interest of time, President Arlene asked for the club 

announcements to be placed in the RCOB group chat. 

The raffle winner was announced and PDG David presented 

the prize to guest speaker Ryan Forde. 

President Arlene provided the ‘Thought for the week’ taken 

from the words of Paul Harris. 

A toast was made to Rotary the World Over. 

The meeting was brought to a close at 1:48 pm. 

 

Model United Nations 
 

Week 5 of Model United Nations was joined by a special 

guest at the morning meeting to share the experience of a 

country in conflict. 

 

We had the Ambassador of Palestine to Barbados joining us to 

share about the Middle East Conflict 

. 

 
 

Youth Elevation Scheme (YES)  

 
On Saturday the second session of the 2nd cohort of YES was 

facilitated by President Arlene, the theme being ‘Mind set’. 
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Project Amai 

 
The theme for this week was ‘Are you ready for the world of 

work?’ 

The focus was on: 

1. Preparing your mind 

2. ⁠Preparing your application documents, preparing for the 

work world.  Rtn Davina facilitated this session.   

Thanks go out to Rtns Davina and Heather for their donation 

of clothing to the Amai Closet and to Dr. Tiffany Antrobus for 

her donation of toys for the nursery. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 1st – MUN 

March 1st. YES 

March 6th – On line Business Meeting 

March 7th – Charter Day 

March 8th – MUN 

March 8th – YES 

March 13th – Fellowship Meeting 

 

RaCOB/Satellite Club/EarlyAct 
March 1st – The Copper Soiree  

 

DISTRICT 7030 EVENTS 

April 23rd – 26th, 2025 - District Conference, Trinidad  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Birthdays Rotarians 
Rtn. Kevin Gill – February 28th 

Rtn. Meryl Stoute – March 1st 

  

Birthdays – Partners-in-Service 
None 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
None 

 

Join Date Anniversary 
 

Sec. Jamella Forde - 6 yrs February 28th, 2019 

Dir. Randy Marshall – 6 yrs – February 28th, 2019 

Rtn. Onika Stewart- 6 yrs – February 28th, 2019 

Dir. David Antrobus – 29 yrs – March 1st, 1996 

PP CQ Williams – 40 yrs – March 1st, 1985 

 


