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We are so pleased that you have decided to be a member of a leading service organization!  We hope that by reviewing this handbook that you will have a better understanding of what our Rotary Club means to our community and to you as a member.

WHY JOIN ROTARY?

Each Rotary club strives for a membership that is an up-to-date and progressive representation of its community’s business, vocational, and professional interests.  Membership in Rotary offers a number of benefits, including:

· Effective change within the community

· Developing leadership skills

· Gaining an understanding of – and having an impact on – international humanitarian issues

· Developing relationships with community and business leaders

Rotary is an opportunity to build lifelong friendships and experience the personal fulfillment of providing volunteer service to others.  An organization of business and professional leaders, Rotary provides humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in all vocations, and builds goodwill and peace in the world.  

Rotary began in 1905 in Chicago, Illinois.  The club was started by a young lawyer, Paul Harris, and a group of his friends.  During World War II, Rotary members increasingly became involved in promoting international understanding.  A Rotary conference held in London in 1942 planted the seeds for the development of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and some 50 Rotary members served as delegates and consultants at the founding of the United Nations.  

Today, Rotary holds the highest consultative status with the United Nations that a nongovernmental organization can obtain.  In this capacity, Rotary has a voice within the UN system allowing access to its people and resources worldwide.  There are over 33,000 clubs, in more than 200 countries,  and 1.2 million men and women members.  

Clubs are nonreligious, nongovernmental and open to every race, creed or culture.

The motto of Rotary is “Service Above Self” and is governed by “The Four Way Test”:


1)
Is it the TRUTH?


2)
Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3)
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4)
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Our club began in 1918 with just 24 members.  Today, we have approximately 110 members who are actively involved in Rotary service.  Our Club is a member of District 6250.

MEETING DATES AND TIMES

Janesville Noon Rotary Club meets each Monday at Noon at the Rotary Gardens in Janesville.  Periodically we may hold special meetings that provide you with an opportunity to tour area businesses or enjoy a social get together at an area park.  All changes to the schedule will be posted in the newsletter and announced at meetings.

DRESS CODE FOR MEETINGS

Rotary Club is a professional organization and, therefore, appropriate dress should be worn to meetings.  While it is not necessary to wear a suit and tie, business casual dress is encouraged.

PINS

Upon induction, you will receive a Rotary pin.  Wear it everyday – you will be amazed by the number of people who will say “Are you a Rotarian?”.  They will also ask you what the pin is for.  This is the perfect opportunity to share the Rotary story and invite new guests to attend a Rotary meeting with you.

ROTARIAN CLASSIFICATIONS

Rotarians are listed under “classifications”.  The purpose behind this is to have diverse members from different professions and backgrounds.  If a particular classification is used, we often can find an alternative classification.  Many of the classifications are broken down into distinct areas such as “Commercial Lending”, “Banking Administration”, “Medical Doctor”, “Surgeon”, etc. 
It is the intent of Rotary to not promote individuals or business relationships of individuals.  Please do not use the Rotary list to solicit business.   

ROTARY WEBSITE
There are several websites that provide valuable information for Rotary.  The first is the International Rotary Website at www.Rotary.org.  The second is our local site at www.janesvillerotary.org.  To get into members only, type in your last name, use your RI number for your password.  You will be able to view board minutes, Rotary information, membership rosters, etc.

RED BADGE TALK

Each new member to Rotary is asked to give a Red Badge Talk (introductory) talk of about 2-4 minutes about themselves.  Share with us your profession, your family, and your hobbies and interests.  Please remember that Rotarians don’t promote their own business during the course of Rotary meetings, but this is an opportunity to the other Rotarians to learn about your profession and your interests.  
MEETING ATTENDANCE

Meeting attendance is very important to our club.  Our programs are both entertaining and informative and each week a program is held.  Therefore, it is very important that our members maintain membership of at least 80% attendance at meetings.

MAKE-UP CREDIT FOR MISSED MEETINGS
A make-up can occur at any Rotary Club.  There are several clubs in the immediate area:


Janesville Morning

Thursday 6:45 a.m., Rotary Gardens


Beloit 



Tuesday 12:10 p.m., Rotary River Center


Edgerton


Tuesday 12:00 p.m., Newville Culvers
When you attend a club make-up, be sure to bring back a card from the other club to provide to our Club Secretary.  You will receive meal credit as well as attendance credit.  

In addition to the meetings, we also provide our members with an opportunity to make up attendance at distant Rotary Clubs.  For example, if a member is vacationing in Paris, they could attend a Rotary Meeting in Paris.  The member should bring back the receipt for the meal and provide that receipt to our Club Secretary.  Both meal credit and attendance credit will be granted.

The Rotary International Web Site provides a listing of all clubs in each community and the times and locations of their meetings.  In addition, our Club Secretary maintains a book of other clubs and a member may locate a club in the area that they are traveling to in order to do a make-up meeting.  If the make-up is at a club a distance from our own club, you are encouraged to exchange club flags with the host club.

Rotary also has an option of making up meetings via the internet.  You can access this option at www.rotaryeclubone.org.  or simply look on the Rotary.org website.
Meeting attendance can also be made up at service projects or committee work that our club is sponsoring.  For example, a member taking part in a work day at Rotary Gardens which is sponsored by the Noon Club would receive credit for a missed meeting.  Only attendance credit will be granted.  

Make up attendance is valid for two weeks prior to or two weeks after the scheduled meeting.  Please let our Club Secretary know ifyou have made-up.  Periodically attendance is posted in the newsletter so that members can see their attendance ratio.  This information is also submitted to the Rotary International.

FEES AND MEAL CHARGES

The induction fee is a one-time fee of $35.  The dues are $32 per quarter and billed in advance.  Meals are $8.75 or $105 per quarter and billed in advance.  Once a new member is approved by the Board of Directors, they will begin billing for meals.   Those joining in the 2nd month of the quarter pay full dues for that quarter, but only pay for the meals that they eat after Board approval.   Those joining in the 3rd month of the quarter do not pay dues for that quarter, but they do pay for meals after they are approved by the Board.  

In addition, each June/July, each member is asked to contribute a $175 donation to the Rotary Corn Roast sponsorship.  Members are also given the option to solicit corporate sponsorships of $175 or more and may do that in place of personally donating the $175.  Many members do both.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

A written request should be filed with the Secretary of the Club if a Leave of Absence, Resignation or a Pioneer Status is desired.  Leaves are voted on by the Board and the member notified.  Throughout the leave the member is still responsible for dues, but not meal charges.

JANESVILLE ROTARY CLUB AND JANESVILLE ROTARY FOUNDATION

Our Club has a Foundation which provides a financial base for our Club’s stability.  This Foundation allows tax deductible contributions and the funds are utilized for various Club activities such as funding of the Camp Rotamer, Rotary Gardens and projects.  The Foundation accepts monetary donations of all sizes and members are encouraged to remember the Foundation in their wills and estate planning.

DISTRICT EVENTS

Each year we have opportunities to participate in District 6250 events.  Generally in April, there is a District Assembly, which is held for a half-day on a Saturday.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about Rotary.

In May or early June, there is a District Conference.  This fun-filled, interesting event is usually held as a family event, where an entire family can come and be part of the Rotary experience. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Our Rotary Club is very fortunate to have an active Board of Directors, who are elected to one year terms each year.  Elections take place in the Fall of each year.
Current Board members and their areas of service are listed in the back of this manual.

The Board meets once per month on the 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. at the Rotary Botanical Gardens.  All members are welcome to attend.  Board minutes are posted on the website following Board meetings.

PAST PRESIDENTS

An important role in any Club is that of the President.  Rotary Club is very fortunate to have past-Presidents who maintain active roles within the Club.  In an effort to provide you with recent history on the Club, the following members have served as Past Presidents:

	John Hough
	1957-58
	
	Rick Mueller
	2001-02

	John Marling
	1961-62
	
	Mary Willmer-Sheedy
	2002-03

	Russ French
	1969-70
	
	Al Utzig
	2003-04

	Scott Porter
	1970-71
	
	David Arndt
	2004-05

	Elton Broege
	1975-76
	
	Gary Smith
	2005-06

	Larry Siker
	1982-83
	
	Dave Warren
	2007-08

	Bill Bessire
	1983-84
	
	Bill Boyd
	2008-09

	Dave Feingold
	1986-87
	
	Mark Lorenz
	2009-10

	Bruce Ginzl
	1987-88
	
	Dennis Beggs
	2010-11

	Stan Jones
	1988-89
	
	Heather Longhenry
	2011-12

	Bob Kimball
	1990-91
	
	Michelle Matthys
	2012-13

	Gil Sedor
	1993-94
	
	Marcy Weber
	2013-14

	John Wickhem
	1995-96
	
	Steve Servantez
	2014-15

	Hal Robb
	1996-97
	
	
	

	Milly Babcock
	1997-98
	
	
	

	Mike Nimmo
	1999-00
	
	
	

	Paul Romanelli
	2000-01
	
	
	


PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS

This is a recognition program to honor someone who has contributed or for whom someone has contributed $1000 to the Rotary International Foundation (RIF.) Each year we recognize Paul Harris’ leadership and acknowledge all of our current Paul Harris Fellows.  Family members or community leaders may also receive Paul Harris Recognition.

Rotary offers a program that allows members to automatically deduct from their bank account to become a sustaining member. The sustaining membership is promoted through Every Rotarian Every Year suggested contribution of at least $100 per year.
The money from the RIF goes to Rotary sponsored projects world wide.  Funds are distributed through Matching Grants and major projects like Polio Plus. 
POLIO PLUS

The Polio Plus program provides funding for mass immunization campaigns as well as support for social mobilization, surveillance, and laboratories to help carry out the final stages of global polio eradication.  Rotarians have raised funds that amount to more than $2 billion in support and provided hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours.  Rotarians can help this cause through personal donations, club contributions and personal involvement in this important program.

MAJOR PROJECTS

Our Club has several major projects of which our membership contribute to in various ways including labor, fundraising, promotion, family involvement and financial assistance, etc.

Rotary Botanical Gardens - The Gardens were started approximately 20 years ago under the leadership of Dr. Robert Yahr, a Janesville Noon Rotarian.  Dr. Yahr’s vision was to develop the Gardens as a place for all community members to enjoy and appreciate.  Today, the Gardens is a major tourist attraction for the community and is the site of many community events, weddings, festivals and other organized events.  

Our Club supports Rotary Gardens through member involvement in work days, fund-raisers, and promotions.  

Camp Rotamer - The Camp was started in the early 1900’s and has provided tremendous enjoyment for all ages of Rock County citizens.  The Camp is located on Rotamer Road, approximately 2 miles from Janesville.  The Camp serves as a park-like setting for company picnics, day campers, organization outings, etc.  

Outbound Youth Exchange Program - The Outbound Youth Exchange Program partners with Rotary International to provide opportunities for area high school students to live and study in foreign lands through Rotary Host Families.  Each year, our Club provides this opportunity for 2 - 3 area students to travel abroad for either a full-year or shorter visits.  
Inbound Youth Exchange Program - This program provides foreign students the opportunity to come to Janesville for a year to study in our community.  Host families provide approximately 3 months of room and board for the students while they are living here.  The students participate in weekly Rotary meetings and join in on events with Rotarian families.

Rotarians are encouraged to play active roles with our exchange students.  Take them to lunch, dinner, movies or on day or weekend trips.  They love to spend time with other families.

Consider hosting a student in your home.  It’s a great experience!  

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER

Kids Against Hunger-Rock County Rotary, Inc. feeds hungry children and adults.  We're a relief organization that's hands-on!  KAH-RCR (kahrcr.com) is a cooperative effort of the Beloit, Edgerton, Janesville Morning and Janesville Noon Rotary Clubs, our mission is to eliminate hunger locally and eradicate starvation and malnutrition world-wide.  We accomplish this by bringing local people together, educating them about local and international hunger problems and then having them actually package highly nutritious, life-saving meals for those in need.  Our program not only seeks to end hunger among the poor but to satisfy the hunger among prosperous Americans, a hunger for meaning and contribution.

 

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Each month from October – May we bring students from Craig (2), Parker (2) and Milton Schools (2) to join our meetings and to share their high school experiences with us.  These students are selected by the school administration.  They receive a certificate, a student medallion, and a Rotary pen.  Rotarians take turns sponsoring them.

When you are a sponsor of a Student of the Month, introduce them to the club and tell what school they attend.  Also, introduce them to the Rotarians at your table.  

CLUB SERVICE PROJECTS

In addition to the major projects, our Club supports many other projects throughout the year including:


Vocational Day 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing (Dave Bagley)


Making the Grade – High School Student Recognition at the Corn Roast


Scholarships for High School Students 

Students of the Month (Mary Willmer-Sheedy)


Student Recognition Luncheon (May)


Agricultural Day (Dave Arndt)


Paul Harris Recognition Day

International Night

Sign up sheets are available at the weekly meetings.

COMMUNICATION TOOLS

Each meeting provides a forum for members to share news and information relative to Rotary events.  Contact the President in advance of the meeting if you wish to contribute to the meeting.

After each meeting, the newsletter is sent to each member via email.  This is the main communication tool to the members.  Please take time to read the newsletter each week!

The International Rotary Magazine is also sent to member’s homes for their enjoyment and review.  This magazine provides insight into the activities of various clubs throughout the world and updates members on projects and fund-raisers occurring in other communities.

Your membership number is also found on the label of the Rotary Magazine.

OVERVIEW OF MEETINGS

Meetings begin with a brief invocation as well as the Pledge of Allegiance.  You may be asked to provide an invocation.  Making the invocation timely to the subjects at hand or to world events adds extra meaning to most members. Remember that our members come from diverse religious backgrounds.  Please be aware of this when doing the invocation.

After announcements, a raffle is held.  The raffle is divided between the winner and the Club.  Raffle tickets are $1 for 1 ticket or $2 for 3 tickets.  Please support the weekly raffle!

Speakers are invited to meetings each week.  If you have an idea for a speaker, please let the President-Elect know of a possible topic or speaker.  Periodically Club Assemblies are held which allow the members a chance to hear what is happening in their Club or for members to voice their opinions on Club actions.

Meetings are normally dismissed at 1 p.m.  If you need to leave early, it is best to leave at the time of the raffle drawing and sit toward the back.  In respect to our speakers, we try to have a minimal number of members leave in the middle of the Rotary program.  Reminder:  Turn off cell phones and pagers.

GUESTS

You are encouraged to bring guests to meetings.  Please sign your guest in at the name-tag table and provide the guest’s name to our Sergeant at Arms, Tom Jacob.  You will be billed for your guest’s meal on your statement.

When introducing your guest, indicate their name and their employment.  If they are a Rotarian at another club, please note the club that they attend.

Once a guest has expressed interest in the Club, they should be encouraged to fill out a membership application and provide a brief resume.  They will receive a “red badge” and wear the “red badge” for several weeks.  They will be asked to give a brief (2 - 3 minute) talk on themselves called a “Red Badge Talk”.  This allows the membership a chance to get to know their new member.

ROTARIAN DIRECTORY

A directory of members is attached.  (Attachment)

This list is for Rotary use only and is not to be used for solicitation of non-Rotary business.

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

There are many ways for you to meet your “fellow” Rotarians.  In addition to the service projects, we offer many “social” functions including:


Annual Golf Outing and Dinner


Baseball Trip to see the Milwaukee Brewers


Work Days at Rotary Gardens and Camp Rotamer


Dinner Theater (Fireside or Armory)
MAJOR FUND-RAISER

Our Club’s major fund-raiser each year is the Corn Roast and Volleyball Tournament held at Traxler Park the 3rd weekend in August.  This event is held on Saturday and features “all you can eat roasted corn”, “mud volleyball” and entertainment for all ages.  Our Club depends upon this fund-raiser to support most of its projects so it is critical that all members set this time aside and provide support.  Of course, this is a great time for your family members to be involved and meet your Rotarian friends.

Please place this weekend on your calendar now!

Each member is also involved in generating corporate sponsorships for the Corn Roast.  Through our efforts, businesses are solicited for donations to the Corn Roast.  In exchange for their donation, they receive tickets to the festival.

Each member is asked to either personally contribute or solicit donations of $175.  Please keep this in mind as you plan your budgets for the following year.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

June 2013 – Lisbon, Portugal
June 2014 – Sydney, Australia
June 2015 – Sao Paulo, Brazil

YOUR INVOLVEMENT

“Get Involved”

Through involvement in projects and committees, we all become better community leaders and Rotarians.  The opportunities are endless.  We encourage you to participate in as many committees or projects as you can and use the opportunity to meet existing members as well as to allow them the opportunity to meet and get to know you.  

Rotary Club means many different things to different people.  And, there truly is something for everyone in Rotary Club!  

In order to get the most of our Club, you should get involved as quickly as possible.

Please take a minute to review your opportunities in Rotary Club and indicate your areas of interest.  A member of that committee will contact you shortly.  

WELCOME TO ROTARY!

WE ARE GLAD YOU JOINED!

ATTENDANCE CREDIT

· Attendance at another club’s Rotary meeting.

· Attendance at a regularly scheduled Board meeting.

· Attendance at a committee meeting called by a committee chair where the meeting lasts at least 45 minutes.  The committee chair must take attendance and submit to the attendance coordinator.

· Attendance at a qualified Rotary Gardens or Camp Rotamer project where the attendee is present at least 1 hour.  Committee chair should take attendance and submit to the attendance coordinator.

· Attendance at a regional, statewide, national or international event.   Credit is counted for 1 make-up meeting regardless of length of event.

· Participation in the annual Corn Roast where participation is at least 2 hours in length.  Committee chair is responsible to submit attendance list to attendance coordinator.

From time to time the Board may make additional provisions for qualified make-up days.  These days will be announced at regular Rotary meetings and published in the newsletter.

JANESVILLE NOON ROTARY

ORIENTATION

Top 10 Ways to Get Engaged in Rotary
ACTIVITY

1.
VISIT ROTARY.ORG






(
2.
JOIN A COMMITTEE






(
3.
BRING A GUEST TO A MEETING




(
4.
DO THE INVOCATION






(
5.
MAKE-UP AT ANOTHER CLUB





(
6.
PARTICIPATE IN A CLUB COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITY

(
7.
MEET THREE PAST PRESIDENTS




(
8.
GIVE YOUR RED BADGE TALK





(
9.
VISIT WWW.JANESVILLEROTARY.ORG



(
10.
ATTEND EVERY MONDAY





(
