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President Peter introduced our excellent speaker Melissa Washington.  Melissa, 
a Navy veteran, is the Founder and President of the Women Veterans 
Alliance.  She created the WVA in 2015 after meeting with a group of her 
Veteran friends and listening to their needs.  The goal of the organization is to 
provide support and access to services for women veterans.  Seven percent of 
the U.S. population are veterans and 2 million of these are women.  WVA is now 
in five states and is the fastest growing women's veterans organization in the 
United States. 

Melissa started the organization when she saw a need to bring women veterans 
together to help empower each other.  The organization's goal is to connect 
women veterans, and their supporters, globally for the purpose of sharing their 
gifts, talents, resources and experiences.  This vision has created a community 
that equips, empowers and encourages each other with knowledge, resources, 
mentorships and career opportunities in order that women that have served our 
country can discover and fulfill their greatest potential. 

Women, like men, can feel isolated when they leave the service.  Isolation leads 
to depression and can lead to suicide.  This organization provides a support 
group and resources to move their lives forward.  Melissa gets up every morning 
and asks, How can I serve today?"  She said that there is so much work to do to 
support all veterans and to educate them about their benefits. 

She explained that women veterans are often underserved and unrecognized in 
our communities. WVA is reaching out to women veterans and those that are 
transitioning out of the military.  They connect them with the training, tools, 
support and resources to discover and advance their career paths as well as 
connect women vets with each other.    

Melissa was congratulated by President Peter, on behalf of the Club, for her 
visionary service and dedication to women veterans. 
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What do we really know about é 

 

An investigative report from CHIPS club reporter, Tim Carnahan 

 

Some people are born with an automatic advantage in life, none more so than those people whose first name is 
óTimô.  There are three of us in the club and all are simply outstanding! 

Of course looking over Tim Kwongôs info on Club Runner is standard procedure for all CHIPS reporters é that, 
and doing a very cursory and non-intrusive criminal activity check, which thankfully turned up absolutely nothing 
that we didnôt already know or suspect.  Finally we poured through past editions of CHIPS searching for archives 
that were old enough to include references to Mr. Kwong. 

Citing the above sources, we know that Tim owns the local State Farm Insurance Agency and is also a professional 
photographer.  He was nominated by former long-time member, Joel Napp and joined our club in May, 1991. Tim 
became our clubôs 51st president in 1999-2000, as we entered the 21st century.  His slogan for the year which was 
ñThe Four Fôs: Family, Fun, Finances and Fellowshipò.  Notably during his term we began our involvement in the 
local óMeals on Wheelsô program.   

This was also the year Tim introduced his very intimidating ñGongò to our club.  It took a $200 donation to ñbong 
Kwongôs gong which gained the donor immediate entry into ñKwongôs Doggone Gong Bongersò club.  Unsurpris-
ingly his administration became known as the Kwong Dynasty.  During our interview, Tim noted that one of his un-
known talents is his ñdry sense of humorò.  (Very dry when you are on the paying end of a $200 fine) 

Later Tim organized and inspired our club to put on a series of successful crab feeds, raising nearly $100,000 for 
the West Sacramento Rotary Foundation and our club.  Tim was referred to in those days as Tim ñCrab Manò 
Kwong, or alternately, The Crab King. 

OK, what are we missing?  Oh yeah!  
Tim is a multiple Paul Harris, including 
our Club Service Award, and is a 
Reamer Fellowship recipient as well.  
He has served in many capacities over 
the years, including membership chair 
multiple times, commissioner of fun, 
club treasurer, club photographer ex-
traordinaire, and many other positions 
too embarrassing to mention.  

Finally, something you didnôt know 
about Tim?  How about the fact that his 
favorite sports are martial arts and 
bowling!  Absolutely incredible, but 
what would you expect from someone 
named Tim!  

Tim Kwong 
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Presiding: Peter Anderson 
 
Pledge: Steve Oren 

Opening Blessing: Tim Carnahan 

Foundation Drawing: Ken Ruzich 

Song: Dick Marshall ñStar Span-
gled Banner: 

Raffle: John Raney, $250 
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John Raney wins a free lunch 

Steve Lewis 

Peter Anderson presides over 
the meeting 


