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WELCOME

Past President John Avakian called the meeting to order
and asked Past President John Hazlett to lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: Past Prez John…“I hope that in
this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are
making mistakes… you are trying new things…You’re doing
things you’ve never done before… So that’s my wish for
you…and for myself. Make new mistakes. Make glorious,
amazing mistakes… Whatever it is you’re scared of doing, do
it.” Neil Gaiman

VISITING ROTARIANS
None
GUESTS of ROTARIANS
•

Eugene Silver, guest of Doug Ruthnick

•

Debbi DiSalvo, guest, and lovely wife, of Joe
DiSalvo

• Pat Bertapelle, guest, and lovely wife, of
Dick Bertapelle

•

Mary Jane Campbell, guest, and lovely wife, of
Jerry Campbell

• Liz Loebel, guest, and lovely wife, of Al
Loebel

~~~ Oui Cater served luncheon of green salad,
broccoli and cauliflower, little marble potatoes,
chicken with horseradish sauce, and mini-cream puffs
or panna cotta for dessert. ~~~ 5 Yums (Yum scale is
from 0 to 5, with 5 being excellent.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

• John Hazlett announced the SOS (boxes for
soldiers) packing day is coming up on January 25, 5:00,
at St John’s Church. He asked for volunteers to help.

• Gloria Egger announced our upcoming
Valentines Luncheon, on Monday, February 13, which
will be another surprise!

•

Liz Loebel announced two classes held by the
AAUW Forum: Exploring Jazz Through Its
Greatest Artists, and The Ebb and Flow of
Civilizations. Classes start January 10 and 12.

•

Rick Tang pointed out that Rotary had a float in the Rose Parade, featuring a dragon
named Archie.

•

Prez John reminded us that the Steelhead Festival is on February 11.

RECOGNITION
• Prez John recognized those Rotarians having January Birthdays: John Torres, Nita
Parker, and Barbara Rosen. (Nine birthday celebrators were absent.)
PROGRAM
Today’s program featured our own John Avakian who regaled us with a presentation of his
recent trip, with wife Janet, to Indonesia. They started in Singapore before moving on to Java,
the most populous island in the world. Indonesia is the most populous nation in the world.
Jakarta, the capital, is where they saw the largest mosque in the world. They also enjoyed a

ballet in Bali! They visited a famous Buddhist monument from the ninth century, as well as
active volcanos, a Sacred Monkey Forest, Kyoto dragons, and a Seaside Temple.
Rice production is ubiquitous, as the locals eat it three times per day. John and Janet saw some
stunning rice terraces. Indonesia is the largest Muslim majority in the world. However, Bali is
Hindu, and Labuan Bajo’s Flores Island is Catholic. Indonesians are proud of their co-existing
religions. It’s too bad the rest of the world can’t follow their example!
John also distributed 6 pairs of our Shoes that Grow to needy children.

RAFFLE: Joe DiSalvo won today’s raffle (what a way to
treat a new member) but did not luck out on the marble! He
did receive a lovely bottle of Bertapelle wine.

CLOSING: Prez John thanked visitors and guests for coming, and rang the bell.

