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WELCOME! 

 

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to order and 

asked Jack Anthony to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

 

  



DEDICATION TO KENT MITCHELL 

 

Prez Kate Buchanan reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to Kent Mitchell 

and “doing good while having fun!” 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY (Offered by Pres Kate) 

 

“I had no intention of becoming a comedian.  I just wanted to make people happy.  I tried 

everything – I shucked oysters, I painted houses, I sold vacuum cleaners.  But there was always a 

voice saying “You should be doing something different.”  And it was usually my boss and I was 

being fired.”  Ellen DeGeneres 

 

INTRODUCTIONS OF VISITING ROTARIANS  

 

George Heath introduced the following Rotarians: 

 

 

 

 George Lawson from Healdsburg Sunrise 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jerry Eddinger who is an Honorary Member of our Club. 

 

 

GUESTS OF ROTARIANS 

 

 

 

 

 John Torres introduced his guest, Hunt Conrad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS by President Kate 

 

• SCARC Dinner, Sebastopol Sunrise, Thursday, July 27, Balletto Ranch, 5:30 PM, 

$50pp.  Reservations due by noon, Monday, July 24.  Let’s make a showing.  (It is a Red-

Badge requirement to attend a SCARC Dinner…) 

 

• DG Bob Rogers has organized a “Pedal for Polio” 6-day bike ride, Aug 14-19.  He is a 

polio survivor, so this is important to him.  Mike Potmesil will tell us how we can 

support this. 

 

• Remember our Rotary Cares Carnival project, July 30, 1:30-4:30. 

 

• Raffle Tickets for the Healdsburg Museum’s instant Wine Cellar are available through 

Prez Kate. 

 

 

 

• Al Loebel announced that Max Dunn is in the 

hospital to have a hip replaced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• George Lawson distributed flyers for ART AFTER DARK, 4
th

 Fridays in July, August 

& September, 7:30pm – 9pm on Plaza Street. 

 

 

 

• Rick Tang read from a PD article by Rotary 

Exchange Student, Christopher Gullixson, who 

spent a year in Sweden.   In the article, Christopher 

expressed concern that the Trump Administration 

may cancel the J-1 Visa which supports high school 

students coming to the U.S. as part of the Rotary 

Student Exchange program. 

 

 

  



RECOGNITIONS 

 

 Al Loebel traveled to Wisconsin with his wife Liz for a Family Reunion and visits with 

children, grandchildren, etc.  He donated $50 to the Education Fund. 

 

 

 

 Rich Bottarini was given a President-Elect pin 

by President Kate. 

 

 

 

 Patti Mannatt (pron Mann' att) travelled to 

Montana to visit her husband.  Her son turned 21 on the 

trip and she took him to every bar she could find even 

though he’s a “Root Beer Guy”.  What she learned:  No 

IPA and only Miller on tap!  She also discovered that 

her husband had bought a horse, Ted, which led to her 

taking riding lessons and riding a tractor every day to 

feed the horses on the ranch.  And, she was successful 

at fly fishing.  She donated $15. 

 

 

HAPPY DOLLARS 

 

 

 

 Tom Billeter shared that he and his wife 

celebrated their 10 Year Anniversary in Las Vegas 

(without the kids!).  He donated $50 to the Education 

Fund and $50 to his Paul Harris. 

 

 

 

 

 John Hazlett and wife Carol celebrated their 27
th

 

Anniversary at Dry Creek Kitchen and a week of 

family visitors.  He donated $25 to his Paul Harris. 

 

 

 

  



RAFFLE 

 

 

 Al Loebel was fined $5 for identifying the wrong 

Raffle container; Jerry Eddinger drew the ticket and 

Wally Schultz, who had the winning ticket, drew a clear 

marble but received a nice bottle of Bertapelle Wine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM:  CLUB ASSEMBLY 

 

 President Kate, followed by members of her Board, presented her Goals for the Year: 

o Focus on Fund through Service 

o Implement Project for Homelessness 

o Increase Member Participation 

o Vocational Scholarships 

 

 

 Mel Schatz, Communications  

o Leverage Rotary Events 

o Create Rotary Sponsors 

o Social Networking 

o Speaker Series/Forum 

o Enlarge reach of Scholarships & Career 

Preparation 

o Leverage Lunches 

o Membership Drive 

 

 Jean Herschede, International 

o To continue support of the multiple 

programs championed by Club Members 

including, but not limited to: 

 Project Amigo 

 Amigos de Guatemala 

 HVTO Cambodia 

o Continue supporting “Shoes That Grow” 

project 

 



 Paul Frechette, Membership 

o Wants our members to want to be at 

the meetings 

o Find out what members think we 

should do better or not continue doing 

o Get ideas through one-on-one visits 

with members 

o Form a formal committee to develop a 

Membership Action Plan, to carry out Mel’s ideas 

and to develop a closer relationship with the Sunrise Club 

o  

 Dick Bertapelle, Community Service 

o Noted that our Community Service 

programs represent the “Face of Rotary” to our local 

community 

o He has inherited a great legacy from 

Kent Mitchell and Grady Wann who served before 

him. 

o Wants to develop Strategic Alliances 

with local groups we support. 

o Would love input! 

 

 

 Past President Lynda Guthrie 

o Plans to follow through with Projects she 

initiated during her term: 

 Hands on Projects at meetings such 

as the Presents Project 

 Frequent Craft Talks 

 Rotary Cares S.N.A.P. (Special 

Needs Activity Programs) 

 

 

 Mike Potmesil, Foundation 

o Polio Plus:  Raised over $11,00 in 

2016-17 and wants to raise at least $12,000 this 

year which will equal $36,000 after the Gates 

Foundation 2 to 1 Match. 

o PHF:  Only 10 members still need to 

earn their Paul Harris Fellow status and he plans on 

helping everyone get there this year. 

o Annual Fund:  Goal to raise 



$10,000 

o Pedal4Polio:  We are sponsoring a Rest Stop at Memorial Beach on August 19.  

Mike and others will do the ride from Healdsburg to Petaluma. 

 

 Gary Anderson, Treasurer 

o Announced his Co-Treasurer, Brad Pender 

o Hopes to repeat last year’s success:  $28,000 

in excess of expenses 

o Recognized John Torres for the $11,000 he 

raised through his Golf Tournament 

o Education/Scholarship Fund currently at 

$525,000 which increased dramatically the 

past two years from very successful “Last Person Standing” donations at the Crab 

Feast and a very generous donation from the Jacobi Family in honor of Rob 

Jacobi our Scholarship Chair for many years. 

o Investment Committee has done a great job over the years. 

 

CLOSING: President Kate closed the meeting at 1:30pm. 

 


