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WELCOME! 

 

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to order and 

asked Paul Frechette to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

 

DEDICATION SLIDE 

President Kate reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to the late Kent Mitchell 

and that her theme for this year is “Fun through Service”. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:   

 

 

 Stacey Civian guest of Jeff Civian 

 

 

 

 

 Melissa Dobar, Sonoma County Humane Society, speaker of the day 

 

 

 

 Chris Chang Lee & “Headly”, Sonoma County 

Humane Society 

 

 

 



 

 

 Scott McDougal, Ceres Project 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS:  Winners received a free Raffle Ticket. 

 

 

 What is the name of the military nobility/officer 

caste that existed in medieval Japan?  Samurai, Mel 

Schatz knew the answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The period of European history that lasted from the 

14
th

-17
th

 century is known as what?  Renaissance. 

Neale Miller answered correctly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jimmy Carter was the first President born in what?  

Hospital.  Dave Anderson came up with the right answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY by Gerda Lerner 

 

“The main thing history can teach us is that human actions have consequences and that certain 

choices, once made, cannot be undone.  They foreclose the possibility of making other choices 

and thus they determine future events.” 

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 Al Loebel noted that several members have 

asked about Ron Allen’s death so spoke with his wife 

Anne who is now back in Healdsburg with their 

children.  Apparently, Ron fell while staying in Akron 

causing blood on the brain.  They put him in a coma to 

drain the blood but the brain filled with fluid causing 

his ultimate death.   

 

 

 

 Dick BertapellI presented a check for $1,000 to 

Scott McDougal from the Ceres Project.  Scott 

noted that Ceres trains teens in their commercial 

kitchens preparing food for people with a serious 

health crisis.  The teens serve as the primary chefs 

for the program and has teen members on the Ceres 

Board of Directors with full voting powers.  Ceres is 

a community-based volunteer driven organization. 

 

 

 Lynda Guthrie announced that our club will 

be sponsoring with the Sunrise Club four S.N.A.P 

(Special Needs Activity Programs) from 10am – 

12Noon at the Foss Creek Community Center on 

February 3 & 24, March 17 & 24.  The first three 

programs will focus on Music & Dance and the last 

program will be a Carnival.  Club members are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 Patti Mannatt , in response to an announcement by 

President Kate, donated $50 to her PHF. 

  



 

HAPPY DOLLARS 

 

 Patti Mannatt paid $5 for her daughter’s acceptance in a 3-year Physical Therapy 

program in Austin, TX and her driving her daughter to Austin in a 16ft truck pulling a 

car-carrier.  Commute traffic in L.A. was a major challenge except she did learn that 

drivers will move over once it was clear that she was moving into their lane! 

 

 

 

 Dick Bertapelle announced that he is 

retiring for the third time; first after 20 years in IT, 

second after 11 years owning a B & B, and now 

from the winery business.  They will keep their 

vineyards and sell the grapes to other wineries.  

$50 to Polio Plus 

 

 

 

 

 Grady Wann just returned from yet 

another month in Colorado visiting his daughter 

and grandchild.  $50 to his daughter’s PHF. 

 

 

 

 

 Dave Anderson announced that Congress just approved CHIP for another 6 years. 

 

 

 

 

RAFFLE:  Joe DiSalvo had the Raffle Ticket but 

didn’t pick the winning marble. He did receive a 

wonderful bottle of Bertapelle Wine. 

 

 

  



 

PROGRAM:  Melissa Dobar, Development Director, Sonoma County Humane Society 

 

 Melissa spoke about the 

Sonoma County Humane Society 

which has two facilities; one in 

Santa Rosa and one in 

Healdsburg.  The Society took 

over Healdsburg’s Animal 

Shelter when the latter’s Board 

lost its footing while building the 

new shelter.  The Society used its 

reserves to finish construction 

and is currently in the process of 

landscaping the property in 

preparation for a Grand Opening. 

 She noted that, the Humane Society of Sonoma County's mission is to ensure that every 

animal receives protection, compassion, love and care. They are excited to be a part of 

the animal care community of Healdsburg. 

 The Society opened in 1931 in Santa Rosa with today’s two locations treating 25,000 

animals annually with 10,000 passing through the Healdsburg site.   

 No Kill Policy:  The Society keeps animals as long as it takes find a home.  Only 2% are 

euthanized, usually sick kittens and elderly dogs, when the animal cannot be kept 

comfortable in a hospice setting.   

 Pit Bulls and Chihuahuas are the most common dogs brought to the Society. 

 She showed a picture of “Zeus” who was found tied to a tree and in bad shape following 

the death of his homeless owner.  The second picture taken 3 wks later shows a happy, 

healthy dog who was quickly adopted. 

 The Society provides robust training programs and humane training programs for kids 

plus a Spay/Neuter program in Santa Rosa.  Free care was provided to animals injured in 

the fires! 

 The Society has a large medical facility in Santa Rosa.  Healdsburg has a Triage Ward 

resulting in some dogs being transferred to Santa Rosa for treatment, then returned to 

Healdsburg for adoption. 

 

CLOSING:  President Kate thanked guests/speaker and rang the bell at 1:30pm. 

 

 


