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WELCOME!

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to order and
asked Mark Decker to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

DEDICATION SLIDE
President Kate reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to the late Kent Mitchell
and that her theme for this year is “Fun through Service”.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
 Visiting Rotarian: None
 Guests:

o

Bo Simmons guest of Dave Anderson

o Melinda Bernard, today’s speaker,
guest of Bob Freelen

o Jack Neureuter, guest of Bob
Freelen

o Tom Cleland brought his grandson who
will join him for a round of golf after the meeting.

TRIVIA QUESTIONS: Winners received a free Raffle Ticket.

 What is the longest running US primetime TV
show of all time? Answer: The Simpsons; Winner:
Brad Pender

 Who played the title character in the teen musical
comedy sitcom, Hannah Montana? Answer: Miley
Cyrus; Winner: Mark Decker

 On the show Seinfeld, what was Kramer’s firs name? Answer: Cosmo; Winner: Paul
Frechette

QUOTE FOR THE DAY by Donna Gephart
"Today, watching television often means fighting, violence, and foul language – and that’s just
deciding who gets to hold the remote control!”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 President Kate reminded us that the Petaluma SCARC Dinner is this Thursday, March
29.

 Lynda Guthrie thanked Kate Buchanan, Jan
Grimes, and Rick Tang for volunteering at
Saturday’s Special Needs Activity Program
sponsored by Rotary Cares.

 Mike Potmesil reminded members to turn in
their Green Hair Day Donations and to note on
checks etc your name and Polio Plus.

 Tom Cleland announced that our Easter
Scramble (Egg Hunt) will be on Saturday, March 31st
and we will spend the morning on Thursday, March
29th boiling 2,000 eggs at the Villa. Also, members
are asked to bring 2 dozen plastic eggs filled with
candy to a meeting prior to Easter. The following
members agreed to help boil eggs on Thursday, March
29 from 8am to Noon: Greg Nelson, Mark Decker,
John Merget, Phil Luks and Lynda Guthrie.
 Tom Cleland also reminded members about the PDI Bowling Tournament on April 9th.

 President Kate reminded members to sign up for the District Training on April 9th in
Santa Rosa.
 President Kate announced that we will be hosting the April 26 SCARC Dinner (5:30 –
8:30pm).

 Henk Peeters reported that we are in good
shape for Freedom Day this coming Friday.

HAPPY DOLLARS

Paul Frechette reported that he and Cher spent a
couple of hours with Liz & Al Loebel and that Al is
looking terrific! $25

Dave Anderson noted that Michigan is in the Final
Four and Frozen Four. He’ll make a donation next
week if either make the Finals.

President Kate noted that Notre Dame Women’s
Basketball will be playing tonight.

Joe DiSalvo announced that he has been
designated the Best Plumber in Sonoma County
by the Bohemian. $20

Mel Schatz reported that he and Holly spent 2
weeks in Florida visiting Snow Birds from Chicago
and the success of Holly’s recent medical treatments.
$50

RAFFLE: John Hazlett had the Raffle Ticket but
didn’t pick the winning marble. He did receive a
wonderful bottle of Bertapelle Wine.

PROGRAM: Melinda Bernard, “History of the Free Press”
Bob Freelen, introduced our speaker,
noting he remembers her participating in
a Student Protest 40 years ago outside
his office at Stanford University. Then
18 years ago, Melinda and her husband
Barney found a house for him and Sally
on Chalk Hill Road which they
purchased sight unseen. Melinda is
currently a Professor of Communication
at Sonoma State University.
Highlights from her fascinating
presentation include:
 Peter Zenger Case, 1733: He was accused of Seditious Libel when he opposed the
British Governor. He was successfully defended by Alexander Hamilton, establishing
the “importance of TRUTH.
 Yellow Journalism, 1890’s: A war between Hearst and Pulitzer led the press to begin
including sensationalized stories, colored headlines (Yellow Journalism), drawings and
comics (she presented a comic depicting FAKE NEWS!) and the evolution of publicists,
such as Ivy Lee, who brought news to the newspapers.
 Radio & Television: Now, images and sounds became an important aspect of news
reporting. The funeral of JFK was the first major event that was watched continuously by
the public. Next, Walter Cronkite introduced “on site” news coverage of the Vietnam
War.











NY Times vs Sullivan, 1964: Supreme Court noted that “Free press can make
inconsequential and unintentional mistakes” and any accusation against the press “must
show actual malice, and intentional disregard for the truth.”
Freedom of Information Act 1966: Signed by President Lyndon Johnson, it was the
basis of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the newspapers right to publish the
Pentagon Papers in 1971 and to impact its Watergate decision in 1974.
Freedom to Choose: While there has been a long history of believing the press has the
right to present the TRUTH, today’s 24/7 news coverage with multiple interpretations of
the news plus “alternative news sources” has led many in our society to choose to believe
sources that respond to their beliefs and to accept conspiracy theories as the truth.
How do we get our news today? Local news on KSRO, Press Democrat and
Healdsburg Tribune. Her university students get their news from Comedic News Shows
and social media.
1st Amendment Rights: Whose TRUTH is NEWS? Bottom line, it’s the responsibility
of the NEWS USER to make their personal decision. We have the right to choose and
protect our sources!

President Kate thanked our guests and speaker and rang the bell at 1:30pm.

