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WELCOME!

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to order
and asked Tom Cleland to lead us in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

DEDICATION SLIDE
President Kate reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to the late Kent Mitchell
and that her theme for this year is “Fun through Service”.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:


Visiting Rotarian:

o Rollie Atkinson, Sebastopol Sunrise

o Joe Maurer, Santa Rosa East



Guests of the Club

o Chrit Longmadd, Site Leader for
SOFI, guest of Henk Peeters

o Larry Heiges, today’s speaker, guest of Tom Colbert

TRIVIA QUESTIONS: Winners received a free Raffle Ticket.

 The Van Gogh Museum is located in what
European capital city? Answer: Amsterdam;
Winner: Jerry Campbell

 Who painted the late 15th-century mural
known as “The Last Supper”? Answer: Leonardo
DaVinci; Winner: Mel Schatz. The question had
mistakenly said 5th –century when it should have
said 15th century.



Which artist created the sculpture “The
Thinker”? Answer: Rodin; Winner: Al
Loebel

QUOTE FOR THE DAY by k.d. lang
"Art knows no prejudice, art knows no boundaries, art doesn’t really have judgment in its purest
form”
ANNOUNCEMENTS


Al Loebel, after being applauded for his recent recovery from health issues, thanked the
many club members whose thoughts and prayers helped his recovery.



President Kate announced that the flyer for our April 26 SCARC Dinner was distributed
at the Petaluma SCARC dinner in March.
 Tom Cleland thanked everyone who helped
boil eggs and helped make Saturday’s Easter Egg
Scramble a resounding success. A special thank you
went to Grady Wann for transporting eggs over a
three-day period and overseeing the set-up on Sunday
and Phil Luks for his role as the Easter Bunny. It
was noted that 270 Raffle Tickets were put in the
Bike Raffle Buckets indicating the number of
children attending on Saturday. Thanks also goes to
Big John’s for donating the eggs, Spoke Folk for discounting the cost of the bikes and
Donna O’Brien and her girls at the Community Center After School Program for dying
the eggs.

 Phil Luks expressed his appreciation for
being asked to be the Easter Bunny noting that it was
a “most fulfilling experience.”

 Henk Peeters reported that Freedom Day
was well attended and thanked the club members
who helped out during the day.



Brad Pender announced that he will be
sending out weekly billing statements so that
everyone can keep track of their costs
including donations.



President Kate reminded members to sign up for the District Training on April 9th in
Santa Rosa.



President Kate announced that we will be hosting the April 26 SCARC Dinner (5:30 –
8:30pm).

RECOGNITIONS


Birthdays:

o Patti Mannatt (6th) - $60 Polio Plus

o Bob Pedrocelli (8th) - $100 Education Fund

o Dick Bertapelle (15th) - $74 Education
Fund

o Jeff Civian - $102 Education Fund



Rotary Anniversaries

o Gloria Egger (7 yrs) - $7 PHF

o Rob Rinne (5 yrs) - $5
Education Fund

o Brad Pender (4 yrs) - $20 Education
Fund

o John Merget (3 yrs) - $25 Polio Plus

HAPPY DOLLARS


Al Loebel $80 to Polio Plus for missing his Birthday and Green Hair Day.
 Richard Norgrove just returned from Italy
where he and his wife celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary with all of their children and
grandchildren. They spent one week in Rome
where they had a private visit with the Pope along
with 5,000 others and one week at Bill Hawn’s
house in Umbria. He was given 150 Euros when he
wore green hair on March 17 and raised a total of
$2,100 overall for Polio Plus. Donated 150 Euros
to the Education Fund.

 Dave Anderson donated a total of $62 for
Michigan reaching the championships



Jerry Ogden donated $100 to Polio Plus for
meeting Vida Blue in a bathroom in Mesa, AZ



Rob Rinne reported that he and his wife enjoyed a trip to Puerto Vallarta with his
daughters and their families. $100 to PHF.



Brent Stanley and his wife enjoyed a trip to
New Orleans and highly recommended visiting
the World War II museum. $25 to the
Education Fund.



John Avakian reported that he dyed his
mustache green on March 17 while visiting
Petra, Jordan. He’s raised over $1,100 for
Polio Plus and donated $54 to Polio Plus
today.

RAFFLE: Mark Decker had the Raffle Ticket
but didn’t pick the winning marble. He did
receive a wonderful bottle of Bertapelle Wine.

PROGRAM: Larry Heiges,
“Understanding Sonoma
County’s Pension Problems
In the introduction by Tom
Colbert, we learned that Larry
retired to Geyserville in 2010 and
that he served on Sonoma
County’s first Independent
Citizen’s Advisory Committee
on Pension Matters. Based upon
his experience with this
committee, he shared his concerns
and provided a quick overview of
the issues facing Sonoma County’s
Pension Fund.
Highlights:
 Sonoma County
o Is one of twenty counties not in CalPers
o Has guaranteed defined benefits
o Employees get both social security benefits as well as their pension
o Employees contribute about 12% and employer contributes about 36% to pension
o Employer bears full risk for investment shortfalls
 Pension costs from 2000 to 2015











o Annual costs from $19M to $113M (12% to 36%)
o Liabilities from $103M to $831M
Benefits were increased and made retroactive in the early 2000’s. While the retirement
income standard is 75-85% of final earnings, career employee retirement income
including social security is greater than 100% of final earnings in Sonoma County.
Assumed return on fund assets is 7.25% with the County bearing all the risk when
investment returns fall short.
Affects local tax payers by diverting money from county services to cover pensions,
higher taxes to fund basic services and creates a generational problem for years to come.
Obstacles for reforming the current pension plan include State Rule that restricts counties
from reducing benefits for current employees and requires State legislation to implement
any new benefit plans.
While he suggested some possible solutions, he notes that nothing can happen without
collaboration between
o County and employee unions to get a long term win-win solution
o County and other jurisdictions to get state level action.
Larry recommends that we encourage our elected officials to support pension reform,
voice our opinions and insist on transparency and accountability from the Board of
Supervisors.

President Kate thanked the guests and members for coming and rang the bell to close the
meeting.

