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WELCOME

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to order
and asked Dick Bertapelle to lead us in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

DEDICATION
President Kate reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to the late Kent
Mitchell and of her theme, “Focus on Fun through Service”.
INTRODUCTIONS
 Bob Freelen introduced Donna Zapata from the Redwood Credit Union. He advised
that Donna would be today’s guest speaker.

 Bob also introduced his son, Rob Freelen,
visiting from Southern California.

 Mary Kelly introduced three guests, Katie Murphy, David, Burney, and Susan Rose,
all representing Friends of Healdsburg’s Farmers Market.

TRIVIA QUESTIONS

1. General Motors was founded in what city? Sally
Hubbell correctly answered that it was Flint,
Michigan.

2.
What is the name for the unit of
measurement of power that is roughly equivalent to 746
watts? John Avakian correctly answered, one
horsepower.

3. The first generation of Chevrolet Corvette was
introduced in what year? John Merget correctly
answered 1953.
All three winners received a free raffle ticket.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
“Every time I go to a mechanic, they look at me like I’m stupid – ‘It’s a gasket, honey.’ I know
what a gasket is, it’s $150. But a ‘gasket, honey’ is $200.” Emily Levine

CHECK PRESENTATION
On behalf of the Noon Rotary Club Dick Bertapelle presented a $200 check to our guest
representatives from Friends of Healdsburg’s Farmers Market. Mary Kelly explained the
money will be used to print advertising brochures. The Saturday market runs from May through
November. The Tuesday market will move to the Plaza and run from 10:00-1:00 on Plaza
concert Tuesdays, the first of which will be the last weekend in May.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
President Kate thanked all members who attended the SCARC dinner last week that was
sponsored by our club.

Mike Potmesil gave an update on this year’s
Polio Plus fund raising effort. So far $11,400 has been
raised, almost reaching the goal of $12,000. Mike asked
for assistance getting some donor addresses so he could
send them confirmation letters.

Mike Potmesil presented Jerry Ogden with a
Paul Harris + 6 pin reflecting his having reached $7,000
in cumulative contributions.

Nita Parker recognized Gloria Egger for
all her work creating original cards she sends
to club members celebrating holidays and
personal achievements. Nita shared news
that Gloria will be moving to Windsor.
Gloria indicated it would be a phased move
process that she would be doing at her
preferred pace. She did mention a house
warming party was contemplated later this
summer. Gloria indicated her chickens had
already been relocated to a new home. Gloria shared stories of her childhood experiences
going to the little white school house on Mill Creek Road with just 11 classmates. Nita
presented Gloria with a card signed by club members wishing Gloria well on her Windsor
move.
Pat Williams announced that a sign-up sheet was being circulated for the May 24 BBQ
on behalf of the Future Farmers of America. Please bring an entrée ready for barbecuing
and wine. The BBQ starts at 5:00.
John Avakian reminded members that a 2019
Crab Feast organizing meeting would be held at 10:30
next Monday. All steering committee members and
anyone else interested are encouraged to attend. John
recognized Lynda Guthrie for the excellent job she did
organizing updated documentation to guide this year’s
planning process.

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES
No new birthday or anniversaries were noted.
RECOGNITIONS
No new recognitions were announced.
HAPPY DOLLARS

 Jerry Eddinger shared news of his grandchildren’s
many achievements. In recognition, he donated $100 to the
Education Fund and $100 to Polio Plus.

 Bob Freelen indicated his 84th birthday is tomorrow.
He donated $90 to his Paul Harris account.

 Mike Potmesil was hiking at the Pinnacles National
park last week. He recounted how he saw three
condors. Mike donated $50 to Polio Plus.

RAFFLE
Neale Miller won the raffle but drew a clear marble. He
nevertheless was pleased to receive a fine bottle of Bertapelle
wine.

SPEAKER
Donna Zapata from Redwood Credit
Union described her director of
business development duties. She
devotes much of her time to working
within the Latino Community,
improving financial literacy. Donna
explained that many community
members are inherently suspicious of
banks as Latin countries do not have
consumer protections comparable to
the American federal deposit insurance
system. She stressed the importance
of educating people that they have
choices, using refinancing of expensive auto loans as an example. Learning to improve credit
scores was another key focus. She expressed concern about predatory lending within the Latino
community. Donna also mentioned work she does with high school students educating them on
prudent personal financial management practices. She expressed concern for how poorly
prepared many young people are to manage their finances.
Donna explained that Redwood Credit Union mostly serves members residing in Sonoma and
Napa counties. Anyone living in those counties is eligible for membership. She indicated
Redwood Credit Union offers highly competitive deposit and loan rates.
Donna thanked the club for inviting her to speak at the meeting.
CLOSING
President Kate reminded board members that a brief stand-up meeting would follow the club
meeting. She thanked guests for coming and rang the bell to close the meeting.

