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WELCOME 

 

 

 

 President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to order and 

asked Jim Brenton to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

 

 

 

DEDICATION 

 

President Kate reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to the late Kent 

Mitchell and of her theme, “Focus on Fun Through Service.” 

 

 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

 

President Kate introduced Louise and Mark Kaplan, 

who are members of the Redmond, Oregon Rotary Club.  

Mark said their Club has about 33 members, with recent 

additions lowering the average age.  Louise said that 

Mark is their Club’s incoming President. 

 

 

  



GUESTS OF THE CLUB 

 

Bob Freelen introduced Jason Boaz, Chief of the Healdsburg Fire Department, who will be 

today’s guest speaker. 

 

CHECK PRESENTATION 

 

President Kate introduced Glen Weaver, who heads 

up the Free Bookmobile of Sonoma County.  Mr. 

Weaver was presented with  a check from the 

Healdsburg Rotary Club for $500.  He thanked the 

Club for its generosity and described the way that the 

Bookmobile brings books to readers of all ages, 

particularly seniors who can’t easily get to libraries.  

He noted that the Bookmobile serves about 2,500 

people in the Healdsburg area. 

 

TRIVIA 

 

President Kate’s trivia questions, where correct answers yield a free raffle ticket, involved the 

movies.   

 

 

 Phil Luks knew that the name of Jack 

Nicholson’s character in “One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest” was Randall Patrick McMurphy.   

 

 

 

 

 Mark Decker remembered that pizza was the 

favorite food of the “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Brad Pender correctly identified the orphan 

boy in the 2016 version of “The Jungle Book” 

as Mowgli. 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 President Kate announced that the Santa Rosa West Club is hosting the next SCARC 

dinner, at 6:00 p.m. at the St.Rose Center, 320 Tenth Street, in Santa Rosa.  Tickets are 

$50.  Please RSVP to Janet Codding, janet@scanitjanet.com.  

  

 Paul Frechette announced that the 

Healdsburg High School Band is playing at the 

Giants game on May 17.  The Giants have supplied 

the Band with game tickets that the Band can sell for 

$20 apiece and still keep a substantial portion of the 

proceeds to offset the cost of the trip.  Anyone who 

wants tickets should RSVP to jnatelli@husd.com. 

 

 

 John Torres reminded us that the “Our Max 

Dunn/My Body is Healthy” golf tournament, 

organized by the Club, will be held on June 16,  

He needs raffle and silent auction items, 

especially wine and gift certificates.  He’s 

gotten some gifts from Sierra foothill golf 

clubs but needs more. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Bob Freelen, who said he gave last week. 

 

 Paul Frechette, $69 to the Scholarship Fund 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 Wally Schultz,  $100 to the Scholarship Fund 
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 Rick Tang, $10 to the Scholarship Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 Phil Luks, who said he’d give Happy Dollars 

 

 

HAPPY DOLLARS 

 

 

 

 Phil Luks visited Kauai immediately after an 

historic flood, and gave $50 to the Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Eric Drew tore down a garage and discovered 

that Bob Marley had signed the cement floor.  Since 

Marley’s signature sells for around $30,000, Eric 

gave $30 to the Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

 

 Grady Wann returned from Denver, where 

he had been helping out his daughter’s family.  

Grady gave $50 to his Paul Harris on behalf of his 

daughter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dave Anderson is back from Sydney, 

Australia, and gave $50 to the Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

  



 

RAFFLE 

 

Brad Pender’s ticket was selected but the best Brad 

could do was pick a clear marble.  He still came out 

well with a bottle of Bertapelle wine. 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Before introducing Jason Boaz, President Kate noted that next week there will be a Club 

Assembly, at which Rich Bottarini, our incoming President, will introduce the incoming Board. 

 

PROGRAM 

 

Jason Boaz summarized his 

background.  He grew up in Sonoma 

County and graduated from 

Healdsburg High School.  He first 

served our fire department as a 

reserve, then became a firefighter in 

Boise and returned to our department 

in 2002.  He’s worked here 

continually since, and was selected 

as Chief in 2016.  He has a B.A. 

from UCSB, and is completing his 

MA program in public 

administration at Sonoma State. 

 

Jason outlined the overall staffing of the fire department,  He noted that with a new hire coming 

on in July, the department will be able to maintain three engineers on a 24/7 basis.  In response 

to questions about reserves, he noted that they get some pay, as well as training reimbursement.  

The department mostly hires from its reserves, but has increasingly turned to competitive hiring.  

While firefighters do not function as paramedics, all are trained as emergency medical 

technicians. 

 

Jason described generally the department’s participation in mutual aid arrangements, noting that 

Healdsburg responded to mutual aid calls 75 times and sought aid from other departments 42 

times in 2017. 

 

In response to numerous questions about the October fire, Jason noted that Healdsburg’s first 

involvement on Monday was to put all staff on call and send two engines to Fountaingrove and 



two to the Coffey Park area—he was personally involved in the Kmart blaze.  Healdsburg’s 

support for those  lasted for three days, until mutual aid arrived from farther off, and thereafter 

active support focused on Cloverdale’s efforts in the Pocket fire, but during the whole time 

Jason’s prime focus was on Healdsburg’s safety, with two engines staffed at all times.  Gloria 

Egger noted that our fire department even had to deal with arson fires in the Mill Creek area 

while the larger fires raged. 

 

Jason noted that our department has firefighting responsibility beyond Healdsburg’s geographic 

boundaries, with responsibility for areas of Westside Road and Mill Creek, the Bialhache area 

and Fitch Mountain.  Fuel management will continue to be a focus on Fitch Mountain, with 

increased efforts at fuel removal and the potential for controlled burns. 

 

Jason described the department’s new fire substation, which will be located near the intersection 

of Healdsburg Avenue and Passalacqua Road.  The substation will have two engine bays, 

holding an engine and a brush truck.  It will not be manned on a 24/7 basis, but will be staffed as 

needed.  It has been designed to function to complement, and not duplicate, the downtown 

station. 

 

Among the substation’s benefits are: 

 

 it will continue to provide fire protection if the downtown, and the downtown fire station, 

flood again; 

 

 it will allow for flexible staffing locations in the event of large local wildfires; 

 

 its common areas can serve other city functions, and can host area-wide training sessions. 

 

Jason noted that a new mini-attack pumper will be arriving soon to replace an existing engine.  

The new pumper will be able to deal more effectively in fighting wildfires in hilly terrain. 

 

In response to a question from Rich Bottarini, Jason described the general state of affairs 

surrounding the issue of department consolidation in Sonoma County.  The County is continuing 

to study possible actions.  In Region 6, which includes Healdsburg and extends southeast to 

Knights’ Valley and to the north, Geyserville and Knights’ Valley are probably the best bets for 

some sort of consolidation, with Geyserville and Cloverdale at least thinking about the issue. 

Jason’s overall assessment is that shared services and mutual aid are working well in the region, 

and that if any consolidation comes, Healdsburg is not likely to participate. 

 

CLOSING 

 

President Kate thanked Jason, reminded the membership about next week’s Club Assembly and 

rang the bell to close the meeting. 


