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Welcome back, Bill  Hahn 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting 

to order and asked Jerry Campbell to lead us 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Kate reminded us 

all that this Rotary year is being dedicated to 

the memory of Kent Mitchell, and her theme 

continues to be having fun while carrying out 

the various service missions undertaken by us 

all.   

 

One of the highlights of the meeting was the attendance of 12 recently graduated HHS students, 

who were recipients of Rotary scholarships.  More on that later.   

  



VISITORS 

 

 Brooke Tansley, founder of Folklight Film Club, and producer of Sonoma 

Laughfest….our speaker for the day. 

 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

 

 

 George Lawson, Rotary Club of 

Healdsburg Sunrise 

 

 

 

 

 

GUESTS of ROTARIANS:  

 

 

 

• Bo Simons, guest of Dave Anderson; 

Bo, formerly THE premier librarian in 

Healdsburg, is a former member of our club.  

And, just maybe, a future member as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S TRIVIA 

 

 

 

 

1.  What is the largest rodent in North America?   

Answer:  Beaver, with Don Mitchell providing the 

correct answer, digging deep into his rodent 

experiences. 

  



 

 

 

2. What is the name of the offspring 

between a male donkey and a female 

horse?  Answer:  Mule, with Brent 

Stanley showing off his knowledge of 

farm animals.   

 

 

 

3. CYNOPHOBIA is the fear of what kind of animal?  Answer:  Dog, which nobody knew 

(except Kate, of course!).   

 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

 

 “Some of my best leading men have been dogs and horses.”  Elizabeth Taylor 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 Paul Jones reported that the Brandt’s Beach 

BBQ (an event purchased at the crab feast, and 

executed by us Rotarians) was a success.  He 

thanked Joe and Debbie DiSalvo for their excellent 

chef skills, Rich Bottarini, and Jeff & Stacey 

Civian for bartending.  

 

 

 

 President Kate announced that our laundry fund (which helps the homeless stay clean 

and healthy) amounts to approximately $135.  This is a coordinated effort between the 

two Healdsburg Rotary clubs, and the Reach For Home organization, headed by Colleen 

Carmichael, incoming president of the Sunrise club. 

 

 

 Henk Peeters, our Youth Services Chair, 

introduced the 12 recently graduated HHS students 

who received Rotary scholarships.  Our club gave 

scholarships to 27 HHS students (and 4 Geyserville 

HS students as well), but only 12 HHS students were 

able to make our meeting today.  The students lined 

up together with Henk and Kate, introduced 



themselves, and let us know where they would be going to school in the fall, and what 

they intended to do with their lives, if all went well.  Some of the schools these students 

will be attending include most of the UCs, the JC, and schools such as NYU, U of 

Hawaii, Colorado School of Mines, and many more.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 George Lawson of the Sunrise Club announced that the City Council approved the notion 

that HB Parks & Rec will participate in a 

partnership with Rotary to continue the SNAP 

Program (for children with special needs).  Later, 

during the “Happy Dollars” segment of our 

meeting, George stood and offered $50 to the 

Education Fund, because he was happy with the 

success of SNAP, and the likelihood it will grow 

and flourish with more active participation of the 

City.  

 

 

 Mary Kelley called our attention to the 

Farmer’s Market brochure that was on all 

tables, thanked all of us for our 

participation, and pointed out the location 

(and early success) of the Tuesday market 

next to the Plaza.   She noted that our club’s 

name with the Rotary logo is prominently 

displayed at the back of the flyer, for we 

have provided funding for this brochure.   

This year, the Farmer’s Market is in its 30
th

 year, and Mary donated $30 to the Education 

Fund in honor of that milestone. 



 

 Bo Simons, once and perhaps future Rotarian, announced the following:  On June 21
st
, at 

SHED (upstairs), Luminarias with Danielle Teller will be held from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m.  Cost is $15, and tickets can be acquired at healdsburgshed.com.  Amongst other 

things, Danielle Teller is the author of “All the Ever After”, which is the story of 

Cinderella told from the view of her step-mother.   

 

 

 

 John Avakian, our amazing 2018 Crab Feast 

Chair, announced that the next crab feast steering 

committee meeting will be held Monday, July 9
th

 at 

10:00 a.m. (not 10:30, as earlier advertised).  Kenn 

Cunningham, our auctioneer, will attend that meeting.   

 

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

 

 Mary Kelley’s $30 donation to the Education Fund was for her birthday and for the 

Farmer’s Market anniversary (noted above). 

 

 

 

 Mike Potmesil donated $40 to the Education 

Fund for his birthday, and for the reportedly terrific 

week-long trek he took with his wife, Debbie, and a 

bunch of other friends and acquaintances, along the 

Coast Walk, commencing at Salt Pond.   He 

mentioned several other features of the experiences, 

which our scribe unfortunately didn’t capture.    

 

 

HAPPY DOLLARS 

 

 Henk Peeters spent the weekend at Donner Lake, fighting the wind but enjoying the 

scenery (and the company).  He donated $10 to the Education Fund. 

 

 Rob Rinne donated $50 to the Education Fund.  Rob, a PhD graduate of UC Riverside, 

said  to the students present that he was delighted to see so many who are pursuing higher 

education in the sciences.   

 

 



 Jeff Civian was happy that his wife, Stacey, 

completed a mini-triathlon.  Again, this 

scribe didn’t catch all of the details, but Jeff 

mentioned Healdsburg’s Little League and 

Soccer clubs as well, so it is imagined that 

those organizations benefitted from the event 

in which Stacey participated.   Jeff donated 

$50 to his Paul Harris. 

 

 

 

 Jeff Civian (again!) flexed his muscles as Sergeant at Arms, the only person in a club 

that can fine its President.   Just because he could, he fined President Kate $10.   Funny 

stuff! 

 

 

WEEKLY RAFFLE   

 

 

 

 Mark Decker’s number was picked, and lo 

and behold, he pulled the black marble!  His $51 in 

winnings was donated to his Paul Harris fund.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM 

 

Today’s speaker was Brooke Tansley, co-founder of 

the Folklight Film Club, located in Guerneville.  

Folklight Film Club is a brand-new venture.  The 

envisioned product borrows the wine club model to 

create an events and engagement membership 

experience around the making of a feature film, with 

such film to be inspired by local members and shot 

here in Sonoma County.  It is a work in process, and 

Brooke suggests she return to our club in the fall to 

provide us with updates and regale us with stories.   It is notable that many of the actors to be 

involved with Folklight have professional experiences on Broadway and elsewhere (such as our 

local Transcendence troupe).   



 

It should be noted here that originally, Brooke was booked to speak about another venture she 

and her husband have formed, known as the Sonoma Laughfest.  She WAS going to talk about 

Sonoma Laughfest 2018, but that event was canceled just yesterday morning.  Reason:  not 

enough time to recover from the disastrous fires, which caused harm to the Laughfest event 

(which had been scheduled to occur just four days after the October fires started).    

 

CLOSING:  Prez Kate thanked visitors and guests for coming and rang the bell at 1:25 p.m.   

 

NEXT SPEAKER:   Dr. Polleschi.   

 


