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WELCOME 

 

 

 

President Kate Buchanan called the meeting to 

order and asked Don Mitchell  

to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 

 

 

 

DEDICATION  

 

President Kate reminded us that she is dedicating her year as President to the late Kent 

Mitchell and of her theme, “Focus on Fun through Service.” 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

 Bob Freelen introduced Jim Palleschi and Jeff Scharten, the meeting’s guest speakers.    

 

 

 

 Lynda Guthrie introduced Pat Kincaid, a 

house guest visiting from Arizona who is  

helping Lynda with her move to Grass 

Valley.   

 



 

 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

1. What is the only bird known to fly 

backwards?   Jerry Ogden correctly 

answered that it was a hummingbird.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The terms, wake, kettle, and 

committee all refer to a group of what type of 

bird?  Barbara Rosen correctly answered 

that is was a vulture.   

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is a group of owls called?  No 

one knew the answer, but Gloria 

Egger was declared the winner by 

virtue of her “Hooters” guess.  Dave 

Anderson offered the additional 

perspective that educated owls don’t 

say “who,” but rather “whom.” 

 

All three winners received a free raffle ticket. 

 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY 

 

“Did St. Francis preach to the birds?  If he really liked birds, he would have done better to preach 

to the cats.”  Rebecca West 

  

  



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 John Torres updated the club on 

preparation for the August 4 golf 

tournament.  He expects to have 60 

sponsors and 18 total teams, 11 of which 

are already committed.  He indicated a 

need for help with set-up and take down.  

John reminded the club that the tournament 

was being held this year in memory of 

Max Dunn, an outstanding Rotarian.  

 

 Prez Kate reminded the club that the debunking dinner is scheduled for June 29.   

 

 

 

 

 John Avakian reminded members of 

the Crab Feast Committee that the next 

organizing meeting will be at 10:00 am on July 

9.  He encouraged attendees to read minutes of 

the prior meeting beforehand.   

 

 

 

 

 Rich Bottarini advised of upcoming Club social events including: 

 

o a get-together at John & Zeke’s at 

6:00 pm, July 8 in memory of Kent 

Mitchell 

o Prune Packers game on July 19, 

with a barbeque beforehand at 

Rich’s house 

o Club social at Dick Bertapelli’s 

house on August 8 

 

HOMELESS LAUNDRY FUND 

 

President Kate asked for contributions to cover homeless laundry costs to be placed in a hat 

being circulated.  $58.50 in total was collected. 



BLUE BADGE AWARD 

 

 

 Paul Frechette, Chairman of the 

Membership Committee, awarded Don 

Mitchell his blue badge, noting in 

particular the speed with which Don 

satisfied its requirements.  

 

 

BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 No new birthday or anniversaries were noted. 

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 

 No new recognitions were announced. 

 

HAPPY DOLLARS 

 

 

 

 Lynda Guthrie donated $50 to the 

Scholarship Fund in recognition of Gary 

Anderson and John Merget’s assistance with 

her move.  She also expressed her appreciation 

for Pat Kincaid’s help.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Jim Westfall, just back from an East Coast 

vacation, expressed his appreciate for John 

Hazlett and Greg Nelson’s sightseeing and 

dinning recommendations.  Jim donated $50 

to his Paul Harris account. 

 

 

 John Avakian enjoyed having his son visit for Father’s Day.  He donated $25 to the 

Scholarship Fund.   

 



 Rich Bottarini contributed $240 to the Education Fund on behalf of Joe Sobolewski to 

compensate for costs Joe absorbed preparing the paella dinner.    

 

 Paul Frechette contributed $120 to the Education Fund on behalf of Grady Wann who 

provided him with extra crab feast tickets. 

 

RAFFLE 

 

 

Patti Mannatt won the raffle but drew a clear 

marble.  She nevertheless was pleased to receive a 

fine bottle of Bertapelle wine.   

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM 

 

Jim Palleschi introduced the club to the 

Chidamoya Christian Hospital, located in 

bush country in Zimbabwe.  It is an 80-bed 

facility that opened in 1968.  It’s 300 

employees and 2-3 physicians on staff 

manage 6,000 clinical visits per month, 2-3 

surgeries per day, plus various outreach 

clinics.  The hospital’s monthly operating 

costs are a meager $15,000.  The hospital is 

supported by teams of Western doctors and 

nurses who visit periodically.  Patients 

typically pay a nominal $1 for hospital services, but if that is not affordable, they often literally 

make payment in the form of peanuts they have harvested. 

 

Jeff Scharten described his experience 

teaching English literature at the Dandawa 

High School.  His classroom was under a 

shade tree.  There was no electricity.  He 

noted his students had performed well on 

their A-level examinations. 

 

Both Jim and Jeff spoke at length about 

how impressed they are with area residents, 

noting in particular their engaging 



personalities, the long distances they walk to visit the clinic, efforts they make to improve their 

education, and the attention given to clean attire.    

 

Jim noted that visits made by Western doctors and teachers communicate a clear message of care 

by people on the other side of the globe and provide hope for the impoverished community.  He 

concluded the presentation with the thought that “if you think you are too small to make a 

difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.”   

 

President Kate thanked Jim and Jeff for their presentation and asked them to in-scribe a book 

being donated to the Healdsburg Elementary School. 

 

CLOSING 

 

President Kate thanked guests for coming and rang the bell to close the meeting. 

 

 


