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WELCOME
President Rich Bottarini called the meeting to
order and asked Grady Wann to lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance, as well as the 4-Way Test.

VISITING ROTARIANS



Dan Erickson, Past President of the
Healdsburg Sunrise Club

GUESTS of ROTARIANS

•

Richard Groh, guest of Al Loebel

•

Fred Roberts, guest of Eric Drew (for his
third visit!)

•

Frances Krug (right),
Alexander Valley Film
Society (speaker)
Kathryn Hecht (left),
Alexander Valley Film
Society (speaker)

•

~~~ Oui Cater served luncheon of tossed salad
including watermelon and feta, broccolini mashed
potatoes, ribs, and lemon squares for dessert. ~~~
5 Yums (Yum scale is from 0 to 5, with 5 being
excellent.)

QUOTE OF THE DAY There were two….one provided by Prez Rich:
 “I don’t look to jump over 7-foot bars—I look for 1-foot bars that I can step over.”
Warren Buffett
 And one provided by Al Loebel:
“Those who can laugh without cause have either found the true meaning of
happiness or have gone stark raving mad.” Norm Papernick

TRIVIA

1. When did Yosemite become a National Park?
Answer: 1890, answered correctly by Al Loebel

2. When Yosemite became a National Park, this made
it the _______Park to be recognized as such.
Answer: 3rd Park, answered correctly by Barbara
Rosen (Yellowstone was first, and Sequoia was
second)

3.
Who said, “Yosemite Valley, to me, is
always a sunrise, a glitter of green and golden
wonder in a vast edifice of stone and space.”
Answer: Ansel Adams, answered correctly by Tom
Cleland

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Drew Esquivel Memorial Golf Tournament is being held this Saturday, 9/15. 8
Rotary Noontime members have signed up to participate in the tournament (and others
have simply donated time or money to the cause)
A September Social is being planned for Wednesday, September 19th at Dick and Pat
Bertapelle’s house

For our 9/24 Rotary meeting, we will meet at Tayman as usual for lunch, then scurry over
to the Healdsburg Hospital for a tour, to be led by Dr. Dave Anderson

This month’s SCARC meeting is being held on September 27th, from 5:30 to 8:00, at
Rooster Run Golf Course
The next Rotary International Convention will be held in Hamburg, Germany.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

 Dave Anderson, 9/6: $77 to Education
Fund

 Greg Nelson, 9/22: $72 to
Education Fund

 Tom Colbert, 9/22: $100 to Education
Fund, also to honor his participation in this past
weekend’s Tour de Fuzz

 Jim Westfall, 9/30: absent…..we’ll get him another time

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

 Mark Decker: 32 years (as this scribe
recalls….). Mark donated $25 to “the Club”, and
presented a gift to Pres Rich from his visit to the
Black Dog Tavern in Boston

 Bob Pedroncelli: 48 years. Bob regaled us
with stories of his experiences with 5 different clubs
during those years. He donated $50 to the Education
Fund.



Dieter Thurow: 23 years (absent)

RECOGNITION and HAPPY DOLLARS

• Mike Potmesil led a discussion about the
Paul Harris Foundation, asking various members to
provide their thoughts about what the Foundation did
for mankind. Afterward, Mike presented Rob Rinne
with His Paul Harris + 2 pin.

•

Phil Luks was awarded his Blue Badge
(Finally!!) by Paul Frechette

•

Patti Mannatt, filling in for the absent Jeff
Civian as Sergeant at Arms, fined Prez Rich
for various and sundry items (‘cuz she could,
as Sergeant at Arms!), but primarily for the
number of times Cloverdale Prez Bob Cox
said the word “Cloverdale” when he filled in
for Rich recently. At least a dozen, times
$5….

• Patti also called upon Mike Potmesil,
who was displaying his We Like Mike sticker
on his shirt, and noted that several others had
it on as well. Fines were issued and happily
(we think) paid. Prior to receiving his fine,
Mike led a discussion of his last name, and
how it was pronounced. Two of the first three
people he asked pronounced it two different
ways. When Mike asked Chief Burke how he
pronounced his last name, Kevin responded,
“What IS your last name???”

•

John Avakian presented gifts to Prez
Rich from his and Janet’s trip to
England, Wales, and Ireland, including
an Irish luggage tag and a 1.5-ounce
bottle of Tullamore Dew. John also
donated $23 to the Education Fund as he
and Janet were away for 23 days.

• Richard Norgrove discussed pigeon
racing, with some stories of how some people
cheat, and how one of his prized pigeons took
home some prize money recently, then
disappeared during another race. Richard
donated $100 to the Education Fund.

•

Barbara Rosen was on vacation, donated $25 to the Education Fund, and presented Prez
Rich with some chocolate acquired during her trip.

•

Kate Buchanan happily announced that her
beloved Notre Dame football team defeated
lowly Ball State (sorry, Kate!). She donated
$5 to the Club.

• Kevin Burke just returned from what he
termed a great vacation in Iceland. He donated
$25 to the General Fund. Having witnessed
others giving Prez Rich gifts from their travels
(a nice touch by all, by the way….), Kevin
noticed a Rotary 70th anniversary pen on the
table, still in its wrapper, and provided this as
well as a Rotary pad to Rich. Fun stuff.

•

Eric Drew announced that he and his wife had celebrated their 48th wedding anniversary.
They took a Healdsburg Stay-Cation, staying at the Singlethread Inn, and spending some
quality time at the Healdsburg Hotel Spa. He said he saw almost no clients during that
fun Staycation. And, he donated $100 to the Education Fund.

RAFFLE



Joe DiSalvo had the winning number.
However, he chose a clear marble so took
home the real prize: a great bottle of
Bertapelle zinfandel.

PROGRAM
The program this week was an engaging and interesting discussion of the Alexander Valley Film
Festival. Our speakers were Kathryn Hecht, Founder and Executive Director of the Alexander
Valley Film Society, and Frances Kruger, Development Associated & Volunteer Coordinator.
Our Rotary Club supports the Alexander Film Festival, as the event provides invaluable
education to school children in our community (as well as adults). The Mission Statement for
the Society is as follows: “The Alexander Valley Film Society strengthens our community by
captivating and engaging audiences, cultivating new fans of film, providing access and
educational opportunities in the media arts, and celebrating our collective humanity
through year-round educational and cultural enrichment programs and the annual
Alexander Valley Film Festival.”
The Alexander Film Festival is held each year during the third weekend in October. Last year,
we will all recall that was during the devastating fires, and the Festival had to be canceled
(despite a full year of work and readiness!). Commencing this school year, the Student Film
Competition will be part of the curriculum in the public schools in Cloverdale, Healdsburg, and
Geyserville, and open to all students in Sonoma County. Our speakers spoke at length about this
exciting opportunity for school children, and more information can be found at
www.avfilmsociety.org.
Our speakers provided information regarding how we could volunteer our time and/or resources
to help make the film festival a success. Again, more info can be found in the above web site.
There will be approximately 35 movies shown during the October festival, at various venues.
All are encouraged to attend.
Our speakers thanked our club profusely for our past and continued support.
CLOSING: Prez Rich thanked visitors and guests for coming.
NEXT WEEK: Stephan Stubbins - Executive Director-Transcendence Theatre Co.

