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WELCOME
President Rich Bottarini called the meeting to order.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Barbara Rosen led us reciting the pledge of allegiance and
reading of the Rotary 4-Way Test.

GUESTS OF ROTARIANS
Al Loebel introduced Dan Mason who was visiting for the
second time. Dan and his wife moved to Healdsburg six
months ago from San Jose.

Dave Anderson introduced Bob Seawall

Eric Drew introduced Barrett Elmer

George Lawson introduced himself.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Neale Miller shared a Noel Coward recipe. “A perfect
martini should be made by filling a glass with gin, then
waving it in the general direction of Italy.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 President Rich advised that the Club Board of
Directors had met this morning and made some
decisions. The Club’s college scholarship award
criteria for graduating high school seniors has been
tightened to concentrate scholarship funding on
students with greater need and greater prospect for
success. The Club will henceforth consider
scholarships for only those second, third and fourth
year college students that initiate a scholarship request.

 Funding to purchase 250 yo-yos to be included in
packages to be sent to overseas soldiers was approved.
Thanks to Dave Anderson for this recommendation.

 A $1,000 grant was approved for the St. Vincent
DePaul Society’s Christmas Outreach program.
Money will provide support to 100 needy Healdsburg
families and homeless. Thanks to John Torres for
this recommendation.

 A $600 grant was approved for Reach for Home to purchase new van tires.

 Pat Williams announced that the Club’s Christmas
Party will be held from 5:30-8:30 on Wednesday,
December 12. A sign-up sheet was circulated.

 Kellie Larson asked for Club members to help with
the annual Adopt-a-Family project. A sign-up sheet
was circulated. Please bring wrapped gifts to Kellie’s
office at 338 Healdsburg Ave. or to the Christmas
Party on December 12. Al Loebel added his strong
endorsement to the project’s merits.

 John Avakian reminded us that the Crab Feast
was just 12 days away. He commended several
members, especially Greg Nelson, Barbara Rosen,
and John Merget for their contributions. John
Merget announced that the Feast is sold out.

TRIVIA CONTEST
1. Where does the Dungeness crab’s name come
from? John Merget answered precisely
correctly, a desert beach near Washington
State’s Strait of Juan du Fuca.

2.
In California, how many pounds, in
millions, were caught by commercial fisherman in
2016-17? Answer 21.8 million by guest, Barrett
Elmer

3. How much meat is in a 2 lb. Dungeness
crab? Answer ½ pound by Brent Stanley

Winners received free raffle tickets.

HAPPY DOLLARS

Fred Roberts had just returned from Dubai. He
ventured up the world’s tallest building (2,722 feet), the
Burj Khalifa. Using advanced math incorporating the
building’s height and the 8,200 miles he flew to get
there, Fred computed a $136 donation to the Education
Fund.

Dick Bertapelle had been away for several weeks,
touring Eastern Canada, New England, and New York
City followed by an extended visit with his mother in
Michigan. A highlight of the trip was staying at
Moosehead Lake Hotel in Maine where Dick had work
one summer during his college years. Dick made a $50
contribution to the Polio Fund.

RAFFLE
Rob Rinne was holding the lucky number. However,
he drew a white marble. He was nevertheless pleased
to receive a fine bottle of Bertapelle wine as
consolation.

PROGRAM
Dave Mickaelian,
Healdsburg City Manager,
was the meeting speaker. He
began his presentation by
describing the City’s
administrative scale – 130 full
time equivalent employees, an
$80 million annual budget,
and a $13 million general
fund. The City’s pension
liability is 68% funded. All
in all the City finances are in
“really good shape.”
The city hall expansion is
complete, adding 4,500 square feet. The original city hall interior was reconfigured to yield
additional working space.
The roundabout infrastructure project is near completion. Dave expects the project to be
formally accepted next spring. The total cost was $14 million, much of which was spent
reconfiguring underground sewer and utility lines. Dave expects that allocating responsibility
for late project completion between the city and contractor will ultimately be resolved in court.
The contract included a $1,000 per day liquid damages fee for late project completion.
Al Loebel asked if unsightly chevrons used to direct traffic at the roundabout could be removed.
Dave said they would wait until the landscape had grown in before making such a decision.
Brent Stanley complimented on the improved traffic flow that the roundabout provides. Joe
DiSalvo observed that many drivers are unfamiliar with roundabouts and are obstructing the
smooth flow of traffic.
The SMART Train will likely extend to Windsor in 2022. Plans to extend up to Healdsburg
probably won’t be seriously discussed until then. It is estimated the Healdsburg extension would
cost $100 million and would not begin until all funding had been secured.
Several real estate development projects were discussed. The Montage is expected to open in the
spring, 2020. The North Entry project, across Healdsburg Ave. from the Montage development,
is expected to file an EIR next week. The Dry Creek/101 interchange will have stop signs
installed this spring.

President Rich thanked Dave for sharing his insights and ask that he sign a book, Interrupting
Chicken, to be donated to the Healdsburg Elementary School.
ADJOURNMENT
Prior to formal meeting adjournment, President Rich fined Rich Tang $5 for allowing his
phone to ring during the Program.

