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WELCOME
President Rich Bottarini called the meeting to
order. He advised the club that an open bottle of
wine in memory of Kent Mitchell was available
for members to enjoy with their lunch.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President-Elect Paul Frechette lead recitation of
the pledge of allegiance and the Four-Way Test.

GUEST INTRODUCTIONS
➢ Doug Pile from the Healdsburg Sunrise Club
was introduced. The Sunrise Club is sponsoring
a kids’ 4th of July parade around the plaza,
(rubber) duck fund-raising races, and a “naked”
duck decorating event for kids. Doug circulated
a sign-up sheet asking for volunteers to help with
set-up (8:00 am – 10:00 am) as well as
management support for hosting activities during
the day.

➢ George Lawson encouraged people to attend
this evening’s final talk on Healdsburg’s Long
Run Plan – 6:30 at the Community Center.

➢ Richard Norgrove introduced Tom Brand,
Executive Director of the Raven Performing
Arts Theater. Tom thanked the club for its
$2,500 donation that funded purchase of a
new screen. Since its purchase three months
ago, many local organizations holding events
at the Raven have benefited.

QUI CATERING SERVICE
Today’s meal was the last one provided by Qui
Catering. A hat was passed around, and Brad
Pender, on behalf of the club, presented our
servers with an expression of the club’s thanks,
$329.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Kate Buchanan shared a Dolly Pardon quote.
“I’m not offended by all the dumb-blonde jokes
because I know I’m not dumb. I also know that
I’m not
blonde.”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
As this was the final meeting of President Rich’s administration, he took time to recognize
members who had particularly contributed to the club’s success during
his administration.

▪

Kate Buchanan received a Presidential
Citation and bottle of Kendell Jackson
chardonnay for her work organizing Voice
of the Vineyards scribe duty.

▪

Gloria Egger and John Merget received a
bottle of Ferrari-Carano merlot and a sixpack of beer, respectively, for perfect
attendance.

▪

Brad Pender and Gary Anderson were thanked
for their service as co-treasurers and each
presented with a bottle of F-C merlot.

▪ John Avakian (aka King Crab) was
recognized for his leadership as lead manager of
the 2018 Crab Feast. John was presented with a
bottle of F-C merlot.

▪

Dick Bertapelle, Community Service Chairman,
was thanked for his service with a bottle of F-C
merlot. After several years in this role, Dick will
be turning this function over to Phil Luks in the
incoming administration.

▪ Jean Herschede, International Service
Chairman, received a bottle of C-F merlot and
thanked for her leadership in the club’s efforts to
support education and clean-water programs in
less-developed countries.

▪

George Heath received a citation recognizing
his 11 years and 3 months (and continuing)
service as the Voice of Vineyards editor.

▪ Henk Peeters was recognized for his
service at Chairman of Youth Services. Henk
has served in this position for five years and
will continue in that capacity next year. Henk
was presented with a bottle of C-F merlot.

▪

Mike Potmesil, the club’s Foundation
Chairman, and Richard Norgrove were both
recognized for their work generating
contributions for the Rotary Foundation.
Richard indicated that this year $15,000 was
raised on Green Hair Day for Polio Plus. Each
received a bottle of C-F merlot.

▪

Mel Shatz was thanked for his work as
Chairman of Communications. Mel received a
bottle of C-F merlot.

▪
Tom Colbert and Bob Freelen were
recognized for their service managing club
programs. Tom and Bob (in absentia) received
bottles of C-F merlot.

▪

Joe DiSalvo was recognized for his
contributions. Given Joe’s fondness for
bourbon, he was given a cutting board,
engraving to follow.

▪

Jim Westfall was recognized for his service as
Membership Chairman and presented with a
bottle of C-F merlot. He also received a citation
as Rotarian of the Year.

▪

President Rich thanked Nita Parker for working with the club’s vendor that manufactured
citation awards.

GOVERNANCE

John Hazlett and John Avakian, representing the
presidential selection committee, introduced Mel
Shatz as the board’s nominee for Club President
beginning July 2021. Mel will follow Dick
Bertapelle in this role.

GIFT COMPETITION
o President Rich announce the outcome of the best gift presentations he received during his
administration. The rubber chicken received the most votes. Second and third place went to
the Trump bobble head doll and Arab coffee mug. Fred Roberts and John Hazlett received
bottle of C-F merlot in recognition.
TRIVIA QUESTIONS

1.
What national parks, through the efforts of
Rotary International in the United States and
Canada, were united to create an international
park? Phil Luks correctly answered WatertonGlacier International Peace Park, the union of
Wateron Lakes Park in Canada and Glacier
National Park in the United States.

2. Which province in Canada is officially
bilingual? Jerry Campbell correctly
answered New Brunswick.

3.
80% of the world’s supply of what comes
from Canada? John Avakian correctly answered
maple syrup.

DEBUNKING DINNER
o John Avakian reminded members that this Friday is the Debunking Dinner at Brent
Stanley’s home. John indicated 89 people have signed up to attend. He asked members to
stay behind afterward to help with clean-up.
PROGRAM
Karissa Kruse, President of
the Sonoma County
Winegrowers (“SCW”),
marketing and educational
organization dedicated to the
promotion and preservation of
Sonoma County as one of the
world’s premier grape growing
regions, was the meeting
speaker. Karissa began her
presentation by providing some
county wine industry statistics:
• 60,000 acres of
vineyards (6% of
Sonoma total land
mass)
• 1,800 vineyard owners
• 80% of vineyards are less than 100 acres
• 40% of vineyards are less than 20 acres
• 495 wineries, 70% producing less than 6,000 cases annually
• By acreage, chardonnay (27%), pinot (22%), and cabernet (21%) are the county’s most
popular vineyard plantings.
In 2014, SCW, representing Sonoma County, was the first nationally to announce an objective of
achieving 100% sustainability among its winegrowers. Sustainability is measures across 140
management practices and verified by third party audit. 97% of Sonoma’s vineyards are in the
sustainability program and 90% have achieved a sustainability certification.

SCW also takes a leadership position encouraging workforce sustainability. A formal program
was launched in 2016. The program seeks improvement in housing, childcare, education, health,
and workforce development for vineyard workers.
On the technology front, SCW has developed an augmented reality smart phone application that
can identify a wine label and use that information to play a video explaining the winery’s
customized winemaking and sustainability practices.
In commemoration of her presentation, President Rich had Karissa Kruse sign a book to be
donated to Healdsburg’s elementary school.
HAND-OFF
In President Rich asked President-Elect Paul Frechette to join him in front of the club. Paul
received the key to the club’s storage locker, the president’s pin, and the meeting gavel. Paul
struck the bell signifying the end of the meeting and conclusion of President Rich’s
administration.

