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Meeting by Zoom Teleconference, 39 Member participants  

 

WELCOME – President Paul Frechette, Presiding 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE LED BY:  Prez Paul  

 

VISITING ROTARIANS: None 

                   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

➢ President Paul went through the list of Club activities that have been cancelled or postponed due 

to the current restrictions on social gatherings: 

o The Easter Egg Hunt is cancelled and we are looking for ideas for a replacement activity 

for area kids when restrictions are lifted. 

o Our membership tabling days at Big John’s Market have been postponed. 

o While the St. Patrick’s Day parade and our Green Hair Day fundraiser was cancelled, the 

Club is doing an excellent job of raising money for the Rotary Foundation and PolioPlus.  

Thus far, we have exceeded the District goal of $8,000 by approximately $4,500 and we 

are approaching the Club stretch goal of $16,000!  Kudos to both Richard Norgrove 



($3,600) and Graham Freeman ($5,750) for their outstanding fundraising.  

Contributions are still being collected and should be submitted by April 15. 

o Rick Tang reported that the FFA Parade, scheduled for May 21, may have to be 

postponed and he will keep the club informed when a final decision is made.   

 

 

➢ Prez Paul also reminded the group that the Club has made substantial donations to area homeless 

programs (Reach for Home), Corazon, the Healdsburg Food Pantry and Alliance Medical Center 

to help support the most vulnerable members of our community.  We will keep making a 

difference through our volunteer and financial efforts, and we can be proud of our Club’s 

contributions. 

 

 

 RECOGNITION/HAPPY DOLLARS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jim Westfall and Julie Hanamura returned from their 

extended trip to New Zealand.  They toured much of the 

country and completed a couple of “bucket list” hikes, 

including the Milford Sound trail.  Oh, and they got married 

while they were there!  They ran into some of the challenges 

of the limitations and screening associated with the Corona 

virus at the end of their trip but are glad to be home safe and 

sound.  Jim pledged $100 to his Paul Harris fund and 

displayed his gift of a Kiwi golf ball to Prez Paul.  Since 

Kiwis are nocturnal, Paul should use it for twilight golf for best results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fred Roberts reported that his youngest grandson in Dubai 

turned one year old.  He pledged $81 to his Paul Harris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 John Hazlett reported that his granddaughter in Mississippi 

informed him and Carol that they are to be great-grandparents 

in October!  While protesting they are too young for such a 

role, he pledged an interim amount of $25 to the Club, with 

more to come when the baby arrives. 

 



 Doug Garrett and Theresa Cabral recently returned from a 

trip to Malaysian Borneo.  They saw many amazing animals 

and also ran into some of the travel restraints on their return.  

Doug pledged $100 to his Paul Harris. 

 

 

 

 

 John Avakian announced that Young & Yonder Spirits is 

making and distributing hand sanitizer fresh from their still in the 

industrial park behind City Hall.  You can also purchase liquor from 

them, if you are so inclined.  No donation; just the public service 

announcement. 

 

 

 

PROGRAM 

 

 

Dr. Dave Anderson reported on the extensive 

preparations of the Healdsburg District 

Hospital as a result of the Coronavirus 

outbreak.  Dave is on the Board of Directors 

of the hospital and has seen first-hand the 

excellent work of CEO Joe Harrington and the 

staff in anticipation of serving local patients.  

Some of the efforts they have undertaken 

include: 

 

 

 

 

 

- Establishing seven “negative pressure” rooms with HEPA filtration suitable for treating Covid19 

patients, along with the extra sterilization 

procedures required; 

 

- Preparing the four-bed ICU for the same 

capability;  

 

- Establishing two tents outside the hospital with 

beds, gurneys, heaters and generators to handle 

Covid19 patients who may not need 

hospitalization. 

 

The hospital district has been operating the black for more 

than two years but the cancellation of all elective surgery, 

along with reduced patient activity and doctors’ fees, is putting financial strain on the system.  In addition, 

the hospital has restricted all visitors, conducted daily screening of employees for the virus and ensured 



that they have adequate Personal Protective Equipment, such as N95 masks and face shields for the staff.  

Thus far, the hospital has conducted over 40 tests for Covid19; fortunately, all have been negative thus 

far. 

 

Dr. Dave explained how the hospital’s requirements to 

be open 24/7/365 and staffed with doctors, nurses, 

technicians and laboratory personnel combined with the 

potential increased demand for treatment of Coronavirus 

patients is putting a big strain on the staff of the hospital.  

Fortunately, they have the strong backing of the 

community and, for example, the Healdsburg 

Community Church has established a temporary 

childcare center for hospital staff right nearby.  Big 

John’s is also selling Avivo wines, with all proceeds from their sale benefiting the hospital (from the 

market and the winery). 

 

We are fortunate to have such a great resource serving our small towns of Healdsburg and Geyserville. 

   

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 

• April 6th: State Senator Mike McGuire (Meeting also by Zoom teleconference) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


