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WELCOME 

 

President Paul Frechette called the meeting to order. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

President Paul led us in reciting the pledge of allegiance to the flag of 

the United States of America 

 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

 

• Brenda Cressey (Paso Robles), Trustee of the Rotary Foundation  

• PDG Bob Rogers (Sebastopol), Co-chair D5130 PolioPlus, and End Polio Now Zone 27 

Coordinator as of July 1st 

 

 

• DG Kathy Flamson (Calistoga), District Governor for District 

5130 

 

 

• PDG Kevin Eisenberg (Calistoga), D5130 Foundation Chair 

• Larry Myers (So. Ukiah), Past long-term Polio Plus Co-Chair for District 5130 

 

 

 

• Mike “Rags” Ragsdale, current Assistant District Governor 

 

 

 

 

• Cort Vaughn (Bend, OR), [Eradicate] Polio Now Coordinator 

  



 

GUEST INTRODUCTIONS 

 

➢ Membership Chairman, Jim Westfall welcomed four guests to our 

Zoom call, Andy Elkind, Erin Miller, Bob Scavullo, and David 

Sisler 

                

 

PDG BOB ROGERS INTRODUCED BRENDA CRESSEY 

 

• Currently serving a four-year term as Trustee of The Rotary Foundation, currently as 

Trustee Vice Chair 

• Past District Governor 

• Member of Rotary Club of Paso Robles 

• Recipient of Rotary’s Service Above Self Award and The Rotary Foundation’s Citation 

for Meritorious Service and Distinguished Service Award 

 

Ms. Cressey congratulated our Club for having raised $120,000 

which was matched by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. She 

further stated a $1 million was provided to District Response 

Grants and that more funding is needed. Club Member, Al 

Loebel, asked if it is correct that the World Health Organization 

ceased all efforts toward Global Polio Eradication, and the 

answer was, yes, in view of the current COVID-19 virus, funds 

have been channeled to fighting this pandemic and in support of 

social distancing, house to house polio checking has been suspended. 

 

President Paul asked Member Dick Cochran to report on 

our Club’s efforts to raise money for Polio Plus. Prez Paul 

stated our goal was $8,000 and proposed a “stretch” goal of 

$16,000.  Cochran reported that based on available 

information as of today, Money Committed and not totally 

Collected from Green Hair Day, equaled, $14,368.34 plus 

Club member contributions of $1,938.00, places us beyond 

the stretch goal! He went on to say the Collection cut-off is 

April 15, so the total may well exceed the higher goal! 

 

 

President Paul then recognized new Member, Graham Freeman, 

who solicited from a “long list of donors”, $5,750, for Green Hair 

Day contributions.  

 

 

  



 

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS (to be recognized next week) 

 

• Patti Mannatt –   April 6th 

• Bob Pedroncelli –   April 8th 

• Dick Bertapelle --  April 15th 

• Jerry Eddinger --  April 16th 

• Tom Swaney --  April 25th 

• Jeff Civian --   April 27th 

 

PROGRAM 

 

CA State Senator Mike McGuire 

• Important milestone:  Joined Rotary and our club 

on August 23, 2004 

• Youngest person (at 19) to be elected to the 

Healdsburg School Board 

• Elected to the Healdsburg City Council, served as 

Mayor of the City 

• Elected to the Sonoma County Board of 

Supervisors 

• Elected to the California State Senate 

• McGuire is a Democrat representing the 2nd Senate 

District, which encompasses the North 

Coast region, from Marin County to Del Norte 

County 

 

Senator McGuire focused his comments on how the State of California is responding to the 

COVID-19 crisis. He started with some GOOD NEWS! All hospitals in North Coast Region 

are reporting below average patient counts. Bay Area is not seeing rapid spread of virus 

because of early action by political leaders and significant compliance with Mandatory Stay 

at Home Orders. 

 

He further stated the most challenging days are ahead of us and we should peak in 3 – 4 

weeks. 

 

The balance of his remarks dealt with how the State is supporting the Federal initiated 

programs, ranging from PPE for Healthcare Workers, to hotels rooms for the homeless, to 

Chromebooks and internet for school children, and assuring School Districts that their 

funding would be “Status Quo”, allowing for continuation of school provided meals. 

 

Additional comments covered topics from information on applying for loans through the 

Economic Recovery Plan, to the need for 40,000 additional healthcare professionals, to 

identifying Vulnerable Communities, such as nursing homes, homeless, and citizens aged 65 

and over. 

 

His final remark was to provide his office phone number (707.576.2771) for anyone needing 

assistance or have more questions. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California%27s_2nd_State_Senate_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California%27s_2nd_State_Senate_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Coast_(California)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Coast_(California)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marin_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Del_Norte,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Del_Norte,_California


Everyone joined President Paul in thanking Senator McGuire for sharing his time and 

timely information. Prez Paul mentioned to Sen. McGuire that there were a large number of 

Rotary District leaders on the call as well as 14 past Club Presidents in attendance. A very 

distinguished group! 

 

Kathy Flamson (Calistoga) stated one of the lessons learned from the Tubbs fire in 2017 is that 

more conversation needs to be encouraged in our local communities regarding what to do and 

how to build our lives again after this pandemic is over.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With there being no further Club business, President Paul “rang” the closing bell at 1.33PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


