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Before the meeting got officially underway, Tom Cleland and Dick Cochran donned their
Dodgers caps with hopes and expectations that the Dodgers will win the World Series!
WELCOME – President Dick Bertapelle called the meeting to order.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by Jerry Campbell

President Dick mentioned that Ric Helthall had sent him a photo of an American Eagle on the
Rogue River up in Oregon. Dick was sorry he was not able to get the photo into the PowerPoint
in time for today’s session.
VISITING ROTARIANS
✓ Cathy “Cat” King, from Park City Utah. (Paul Frechette) This was Cathy’s sixth meeting
with us and we look forward to welcoming her to Healdsburg.
✓ GUESTS of ROTARIANS
✓ Paul Connors (Guest of Graham Freeman and Jim Westfall) – Paul is originally from the
East Coast, near Boston. Thirty years ago, he moved to Marin and then nine years moved to
Geyserville. For the past 5 years he has served on the Geyserville Planning Committee. In a
true “small world” story, Paul Frechette shared that many years ago it was Paul Connor’s
recruiting firm that brought him into the equipment leasing business.
✓ Emily Martin (Guest of Paul Frechette). Emily joined for her fourth meeting. Doug Garrett
and Paul Frechette shared that they are now following Emily on Instagram, where she
frequently posts photos of fabulous foods. Emily welcomed additional followers but warned
against following her if you are hungry!

✓ Roger Olson is not currently a Rotary Club member but is still a Rotarian at heart.
(Welcomed by Paul Frechette)
✓ Mike Brennan, today’s speaker from the Mill District project. Nita Parker expressed her
happiness to discover that THIS Mike Brennan is “not the guy I dated in high school”
QUOTE of the DAY
“Success isn’t about how much money you make, it’s about the difference you make in
people’s lives.” Michelle Obama
MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
•
•
•

Grady Wann
Gary Anderson
Mel Schatz

Oct 05
Oct 19
Oct 23

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pumpkins for Healdsburg Elementary School--Henk
Peeters and Emily Martin confirmed that tomorrow, October 20,
is the deadline for contributing pumpkins for the students.
Scholarships Update--Henk Peeters reported that the
scholarship season is “pretty much over” and we have given as
many checks as we are going to give. This year we had interest
from 16 graduates of Healdsburg and Geyserville High Schools,
but eight of those did not follow through and apply. We had a total of 58 returning
second, third, and fourth year college students and, of these, 17 did not re-apply. Henk
expressed hope that those who did not apply are just taking a semester off due to the
coronavirus pandemic and that they will return to school and re-apply next year. The total
amount of scholarship money donated was approximately $45,000.

Mike Potmesil suggested that we contact the Healdsburg
Tribune about both of these projects.

Fitch Mountain Community Services Project on Friday,
October 23--Alex Rollins gave an update. We will meet this
Friday at 9:00 at the Dog Park parking lot at the end of Powell
Street. Apparently, it’s a steep climb (and President Dick noted
that it gets steeper every year). So, if you have knee problems,
bring a knee brace and/or walking sticks. Also, bring water!
The purpose of Friday’s outing is to explore opportunities for
our Rotary Club sponsor improved signage. There are two
routes to the top. We will probably split into two groups and meet at the top. Along the

way, we will make notes of the way signs are now and identify opportunities to add or
upgrade signage. Everyone is welcome – and you can bring your dogs!
Crab Feast--Alex Rollins also reported on publicity to support Mark Decker and Rich
Bottarini. We are working hard to support the event on social
media and digital newspapers around town. So far, the most
utilized site is LinkedIn. Click on the Crabs Feast Event and
indicate that you will attend. Or you can indicate on Facebook.
Doug Garrett explained that we plan to continue to promote on
Facebook and LinkedIn. After the website goes live on Greater
Giving, we will pay to promote it more widely. Emily Martin
asked for a WORD document that she can share with her
channels.
Raven Performing Arts Theater--Fred Roberts reported
that our board approved a donation of $5,000 to support
improvement projects, including needed upgrades for
earthquake protection and fire control. Richard Norgrove is on
the board of the Theater; Richard and Fred asked everyone to
consider making a personal donation eagerly and
enthusiastically. They also noted that this is the Performing Arts
Theater – not what is known in Texas as “the picture show.”
Eric Drew indicated that the landlord of “the picture show” is currently in discussions
with some potential new operators.
Wine for the silent auction at the Crab Feast. John Hazlett asked everyone who has
not yet contributed to please drop off wine bottles at the Exchange Bank or Ric
Helthall’s house. We currently have about 50 bottles and would like to end up with over
100. Please select wines that you would be proud to serve your own guests. If you bring
the bottles to the Exchange Bank you can leave them in the Conference Room. There is a
signup sheet. It is also okay to bring donations for the silent auction there.
HAPPY DOLLARS RECOGNITION
➢ John and Carol Hazlett became Great-Grandparents.
Their great-granddaughter Claire Abigail was born at
Keesler AFB in Mississippi. John joyfully contributed
$50 to the club.

➢ Paul Frechette played golf on Friday with Paul Conners,
Jim Westfall, and Graham Freeman. Paul shot a careerbest round of 39. He donated $39 to the club.

➢ Alex Rollins contributed happy dollars in honor of October 31 – “one of my favorite
holidays.” She gave $31 to the club.

➢ Barbara Rosen got to visit Wrights Lake with her
daughter. She gave $25 to the club.

TODAY’S PROGRAM
Past President Barbara Rosen introduced today’s speaker, Mike Brennan. Mike’s family has
lived in Sonoma County for six generations. Mike graduated from Piner High School, and then
attended Sonoma State University before graduating from Texas Christian University. Since
2018 he has worked as the Director of Sales for The Mill District.
The Mill District

Mike provided a detailed look at the Mill District project. The project went through a lengthy
process of securing the necessary approvals. Now they are anticipating that construction activity
will begin soon. Barring severe rains, it may even be possible to begin underground work before
the end of the year.
The project includes a 53-unit hotel along with luxury, middle-income, and affordable housing.
The affordable housing component generated $20 million in tax credits.

Mike noted that the City of Healdsburg wants developers to create high-density housing. But the
City’s Growth Management Ordinance (GMO) is a massive impediment. For example, because
of the GMO, the first phase of the Mill District project can only include 40 residential units.
They are proceeding with a plan for building 39 units in the initial phase of the project.
The project includes 10 acres of gardens. The developers are working with noted landscape
architect Don Vita to integrate garden design from the beginning of the project.

Mike discussed the architects who are working on the project.
For the hotel, the developers are working with SB Architects.
For the initial phase of the residences, the architects are Jim Olson and Tom Kundig from the
firm Olson Kundig. Their firm usually focuses on luxury, bespoke housing. In fact, the Mill
District is only their second multi-family project.
The architectural design is emphasizing the use of “non-combustible materials” such as steel,
stucco, and glass. And the design provides a seamless transition from inside to outside to
capitalize on the favorable climate in the Healdsburg area.

The first phase of the Residences includes two buildings with 14 units, and one building with 11
units.
This phase includes 72 underground parking stalls equipped with electric charging stations. The
hotel will have 65 underground parking spaces.

The Residences feature floor to ceiling glass, as they did in a recent Olson Kundig project in
Idaho.

The design also creates a “softer appearance” because the Penthouse units are set back so they
are not as visible to a pedestrian.

31 of the Residences are one-story units. Eight of the Residences are two-story units.

The Residences are designed for people who entertain a lot. For example, they feature a 48-inch
range, and double dish washers.
Mike also highlighted the spa-like feeling in the master bath, with lots of natural light.

Mike reviewed the approximate sizes of the various Residence units.

Mike reviewed the estimated timeline for the project.
He explained that the development team is finalizing all the floor plans now. By November 9
Mike hopes to have a descriptive package available for everyone who has expressed interest in
acquiring a residence. The package will include more details regarding floor plans and pricing.
Mike expressed his hope that the people who will acquire the residences are committed to living
in Healdsburg (rather than just coming up for an occasional weekend). He noted that 95% of the
people he has been talking to are looking to buy either for full-time residence or for at least six to
nine months of the year.
Mike answered a number of questions from the Club.
▪

Is there a hotelier who has committed?

▪

Mike has not been part of that discussion. He did indicate that the developers have been
working with attorneys and a prospective hotelier. They are committed to making an
announcement in the next few weeks. The hotel will be a 5 star boutique hotel.

▪

What is the anticipated completion date for the whole project?

▪

Mike highlighted the impact of the current Growth Management Ordinance. If the project
goes forward under the current rules, it will take about 10 years. If there are
modifications to the GMO, the project could be completed in five years.

▪

Do we know of anything on the ballot to modify the existing GMO?

▪

No, and it would take about two years to get something on the ballot.

▪

How many of the total units will be affordable housing?

▪

Of the total residential units, 40 will be affordable housing. Mike noted that the project
only required 24 affordable units but the developer chose to include 40. He explained that
the affordable housing will be managed by Eden Housing, which currently operates Foss
Creek across from the Fire Station.

▪

The project also includes 30 “middle income” units. What constitutes “middle income” is
determined by a mathematical formula based on the median income in the area. Mike
expressed his personal preference that the “middle income” unis would not have a deed
restriction.

▪

Will the park be public?

▪

Yes. It will be a public access park owned by the HOA. There will be some restriction
about park hours (for example, the park might be open sunrise to sunset). It’s not clear if
the park will or will not be available for public events.

▪

It looks like there has been some recent activity in the development area. What is
going on there now?

▪

Mike explained that the recent activity has been “smoke and mirrors.” After the recent
fires, PG&E asked if they could use the lot for staging material and equipment. They
needed it for a month to replace some lines.

▪

Will the developer continue to sponsor bicycle events?

▪

Mike acknowledged that the coronavirus pandemic eliminated a lot of activities that
would otherwise have been sponsored. He expressed hope that by the Spring things will
be getting back to normal.

▪

Will the developer keep any remnants of the old lumber yard?

▪

Mike said that the developer had retained old fans that were used inside the kiln to dry
the wood, along with some other equipment. Some of this equipment may be utilized in
various design elements. The developer also had to remove some oak trees. They had the
wood milled, and plan to use it to build benches for the public areas. The developer is
committed to using as much as possible.

In his closing remarks Mike offered a “shameless plug” and invited all Club members to come
by and visit him at the sales office. Within the next few weeks, the office will be moving to the
development site and Mike expects to have a model and all the design boards. He shared his
contact information—(next page):

Phone: 707.314.0094
Mobile: 239.304.6453
631 Center St., Healdsburg, CA 95448
website | Instagram | PROJECT BY re: play
ADJOURNMENT

President Dick thanked Mike for his presentation and adjourned the
meeting

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Oct. 26th:
Nov. 2nd:
Nov. 9th:

Chris Vanden Heuvel – School Superintendent
David Fichtner – Putin’s Information War - Continued
Veterans Day Tribute & Nepal Girls School

