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MEMBER PROFILE
Dick Gammick

After graduating 
from high school in 
1964 in his home-
town of Elko, NV, Dick 
headed for the Uni-
versity of Nevada in 
1964 where he fi rst 
majored in Civil Engi-
neering and then 
changed to Account-
ing.  Two years later 
he and a friend took a bus to Salt Lake City 
where they enlisted in the United States Army 
as privates.  

During the next 7 years he completed Offi -
cers Candidate School in Field Artillery obtain-
ing the rank of 2d Lieutenant; completed 
fl ight school where he learned to fl y Huey he-
licopters and did a tour of duty in South Viet-
nam in 1968-1969 transporting ground troops 
and fl ying gunships.  After returning to the 
states, he served as a fl ight instructor, com-
manded several military units and fi nished ad-
ditional offi cer training achieving the rank of 
Captain.    

While in fl ight school, Dick met nurse Norma 
Wood in Texas which lead to marriage before 
he went overseas.  They started with $85 be-
tween them.  48+ years later they are still to-
gether with two grown children; Gina who is a 
GS-15 civilian with the U.S. Air Force and Rick 
who drives U.P.S. trucks. They also have 3 
grandchildren; Tyler, Tim and Molly.

In 1973 Dick returned to Reno and became a 
Reno Police Offi cer working as a patrolman, 
K-9 handler and Crime Scene Investigator, 
while still working toward a B.S., which he re-
ceived in 1977 (yes 13 years later).  Dick also 
met Deputy District Attorney Mills Lane who 
played a large part in his future.

In 1978, with the help of Mills and Ron Bath, 
the family moved to Sacramento where Dick 
joined a medevac unit in the CA National 
Guard and worked for the Sacramento District 
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Candidates for Reno Rotary Club Foundation Board of Directors
Primary Election May 8 - Vote for 2 (Top four will advance to fi nal vote on May 22)

Mike Blakely
Classifi cation: Engineering-Structural

Business: Mike Blakely 
Structural Engineer 
founded in 1988 be-
came Blakely Johnson 
and Ghusn, now known 
as BJG Architecture and 
Engineering. Mike re-
tired in 2007 but contin-
ues to do some Structur-
al consulting. Mike is the 
structural engineer of record for many North-
ern Nevada buildings including St. Mary’s 6 
story tower, Renoun’s 4 story Ambulatory 
care building, UNR’s Reid Earthquake Engi-
neering Lab, Harrah’s Auto Museum and 
Amazon’s Fernley warehouse. 

Rotary: Paul Harris plus 4 (received one from 
club for work on wine tasting fundraiser).

Mike served 2 three year terms on board of 
directors. 

Currently serves on Community Service 
committee.

Veteran’s Guest House: Currently serving 
7th year on Board of Directors and on Fi-
nance Committee.

Covenant Presbyterian Church: Mike is a 
Ruling Elder, President of the Corporation 
and Chairman of Administration.

Tahoe Pyramid Bikeway: Mike designs 
bridges for river and creek crossings.

Mark Elston
Classifi cation: Stock & Bond Brokerage

Mark Elston was born 
November 25, 1957. He 
is a Senior Vice President 
Investments for Stifel in 
Reno, Nevada. He has 
been in the fi nancial 
services industry since 
1981 as a Financial 
Advisor and as a Branch 
Manager in Reno and 
Las Vegas.

Involvement in the community is extremely 
important to him, having served on the 
University of Nevada Wolf Pack booster club, 
Nevada State Fair, President of the Rotary 
Club of Reno, President of the Alumni 
Association of the University of Nevada, and 
President Juvenile Diabetes Foundation of 
Northern Nevada. His most recent 
organization involvement has been President 
of the Reno Rodeo, President of the Reno 
Rodeo Foundation, President of the Board 
Bishop Manogue High School, and President 
of the Prospectors Club of Reno.

His biggest love is of his family with his wife 
Beverly having been married for 35 years. His 
three children and four grandchildren all live 
in Reno.
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Paul Havas
Classifi cation: Mortgage Brokerage

For many years I was in-
volved with The Old Col-
lege Law School and Hu-
manities as a Vice 
Chairman and acting 
Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees. As an origi-
nal co-founder and 
benefactor, I had a strong 
commitment level. For example, I was the 
trustee advocate for Old College Law Gradu-
ates before the Nevada Supreme Court when 
our accreditation was in question. Virtually all 
of our graduates took the Nevada Bar and 
passed it.

At this juncture in Life I realized that there is 
”... more to life than business.”  As Chairman 
of the State of Nevada Employment Council 
for the past thirty years ( 45 years on the Pan-
el), I truly felt that my accomplishments in the 
restoration of the Experience  Ratings for Ne-
vada Employers and  Nevada Employees was 
devoid of any business self  motivation and 
was altruistic in nature. The fairness of a non-
charging  system  with Nevada Employers and 
ultimately bond fi nancing for the necessary 
employer taxes vis-a-vis  unemployment com-
pensation was vital.

My leadership role in the passage of job 
claimant legislation for education subsidy and 
on the job compensation was important. I 
have had six Nevada governors appoint and 
reappoint me to  the Nevada Employment Se-
curity Council. I truly  thought that this was 
service above self. I have had extensive expe-
rience with the University of Nevada, such as: 
Emeritus  Member of The President’s Legisla-
tive Steering Committee, President of Nevada 
Alumni  Association, and  a former candidate 
for The Board of Regents.

More importantly, I have been married to 
Gordine for fi fty fi ve years and am the father 
of three adult sons and a daughter - all have 
made me very proud of their accomplish-
ments.

Chairman of the Board 
(non-executive) of South Jersey 
Industries and South Jersey Gas 
Company. 

Retired President, Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer, and Director - As-
cendant Group Limited, a diver-
sifi ed energy and infrastructure 
holding company in Bermuda.  

Several years prior to moving to Bermuda, Walt had 
retired as Chairman of the Board, President and 
Chief Executive Offi cer of NV Energy. Walt retired as 
Chief Executive Offi cer in July, 2007.  He remained 
chairman of the board (non-executive) for one year 
and retired from that position in July, 2008

He was previously the Chairman, President and 
CEO of AGL Resources, Inc. in Atlanta, Georgia, the 
holding company of Atlanta Gas Light.  Prior to AGL, 
Walt had been Chairman, President & CEO of Sierra 
Pacifi c Resources which he joined in 1993 and served 
until January 1998.  In the early 1990’s, he had been 
President & COO of Louisville Gas and Electric Com-
pany and had earlier been a senior executive with 
Portland General Electric Company, in Portland, Ore-
gon.

Walt was graduated with distinction with a nuclear 
science degree from the U.S. Naval Academy, Annap-
olis, Maryland, in 1966, and completed postgraduate 
nuclear engineering and submarine training with the 
U.S. Navy.  He served as a commissioned naval offi cer 
in nuclear submarines.  He is a graduate of the Stan-
ford University Graduate School of Business, Execu-
tive Program, the University of Idaho Public Utility 
Executive Course, and he completed some graduate 
business studies at The George Washington Universi-
ty.  

Walt is an avid boater and golfer.  In 2008, 2011 
and 2016, he and Jacqueline took their boat on three 
month voyages to Alaska.   Walt and Jacqueline also 
enjoy travel and grandchildren.

Walt was born in Washington, D.C. and reared in 
Medford, Oregon.  He and Jacqueline live in Reno, 
Nevada.    Walt and Jacqueline have a daughter who 
is a physician, college professor, and dean of stu-
dents  in Nashville, Tennessee (three granddaughters) 
and a son who is a branch general manager in Port-
land, Oregon (one granddaughter and one grand-
son). 

Walt Higgins
Classifi cation: Public Utility Management

Candidates for Reno Rotary Club Foundation Board of Directors
Primary Election May 8 - Vote for 2 (Top four will advance to fi nal vote on May 22)
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Liza Maupin
Classifi cation: Non Profi t, Youth Leadership Development

Liza Maupin has been a 
Rotarian for 30 years. Before 
moving to Reno she was 
active with the Rotary Club 
of Tahoe-Douglas, where 
she served as President. She 
is a past president of the 
Rotary Club of Reno and has 
served as a trustee on the 
Reno Rotary Foundation Board. Liza has been a 
chair of the Mardi Gras Committee, and has co-
chaired the club’s annual Children’s Christmas Party 
for more years than she can remember. For the past 
two years Liza has been responsible for New 
Member Orientation. Liza is a Paul Harris Fellow Plus 
3 and a Reno Rotary Foundation Nugget recipient.  
Liza has served on nonprofi t boards and with her 
experience as a nonprofi t leader, most recently as 
CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters, Liza brings 
experience and perspective from both sides of the 
equation. Rotary has been an integral part of Liza’s 
adult life and serving on the Reno Rotary Foundation 
would allow Liza to continue to serve the club and 
the community.

John Kadlic
Classifi cation: Attorney

I am a retired attorney. 
During my career, I was a 
Deputy District Attorney in 
three different counties. 
Also, I was a Deputy Public 
Defender with the State 
Public Defender’s Offi ce in 
two different counties. I was 
elected three times as a 
Judge with the Reno Justice Court. Also, I had a law 
offi ce for a period of time. I was elected twice as 
Reno City Attorney. I retired after the conclusion of 
my second term in November of 2014.

I have been a Rotarian for over twenty years. Also, 
I am a member of the Sovereign Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem. I have a little brother through Big Broth-
ers, Big Sisters. As to hobbies, I play a lot of golf and 
ride my mountain bike when the weather is nice.

A Rotarian since 2010, 
Sheila served three years 
as Membership Chair, 
three years on the Board 
of Directors, and the 
past year as Programs 
Chair. She also currently 
serves as an allied board 
member for American Institute of Architects, 
Northern Nevada.

Sheila is Business Development Director at 
Clark/Sullivan Construction. Her primary re-
sponsibility is pursuing new contracts the 
long-time general contractor known for de-
livering hospitals, schools, retail develop-
ments, community centers and more. She 
oversees public relations, internal communi-
cation, digital strategies, sponsorships and 
events. 

Previously, she served four years on the 
marketing and communication team at Re-
nown Health where she worked to strength-
en the bond with the community by support-
ing the numerous community contributors 
and board members with information and 
services. Sheila also had an 18-year career as 
Communication Director at Q&D Construc-
tion. In her fi rst career, she was a Reno Ga-
zette-Journal reporter and magazine writer. 

Education: B.A., University of Nevada, Reno, 
School of Journalism, Leadership Reno 
Sparks Program, Rapport Leadership Master 
Graduate, Emergenetics Communication 
Training, and Toastmasters. Previous commu-
nity service includes serving on Western In-
dustrial Nevada’s Executive Board. She has 
been a long time member of Public Relations 
Society of America.

Sheila Hlubucek
Classifi cation: Business Development

Candidates for Reno Rotary Club Foundation Board of Directors
Primary Election May 8 - Vote for 2 (Top four will advance to fi nal vote on May 22)
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I am the Regional Presi-
dent for Meadows Bank, 
and have extensive ex-
perience in the banking 
industry. I bring the abil-
ity to create strong per-
sonal and business rela-
tionships and 
compassion to help indi-
viduals meet their goals. 
I have always been able to focus on the task 
at hand and do so with a strong work ethic. 
I believe I have earned an excellent reputa-
tion in northern Nevada as an individual with 
integrity that you can trust and gets the job 
done. I am well networked in the business 
community in northern Nevada which en-
ables me to connect business individuals 
with others who can assist them.

Over the years I’ve established relationships 
with customers/friends who have followed 
me throughout my career. My contacts in-
clude CEO’s, business leaders, professionals, 
and high income/high net worth individuals. 
I have worked very hard over the years to de-
velop a reputation of being a professional 
with integrity that you can trust. I’m a great 
problem solver, able to identify the issues, 
and create solutions. I have strong inter-per-
sonal skills and can build rapport quickly with 
people I meet for the fi rst time. I’m a team 
player and strongly believe in teamwork to 
accomplish a common goal. I am goal orient-
ed and have a history of achieving goals by 
creating and initiating a well thought out 
plan identifying detailed actions that are time 
sensitive and prioritized that are measurable.

Denny Williams
Classifi cation: Banking

Tom Taelour
Classifi cation: Transportation

I am a Native Nevadan 
and I have been a 
Rotarian in our club since 
1993. My sponsor was 
Jerry Hall. I am currently a 
member of the Board of 
Directors for the Reno 
Rotary Foundation. I have 
enjoyed the opportunity 
to serve and want to continue to do so. During 
the past two years I have participated on the 
Foundation Budget Committee. I graduated 
with a degree in accounting from Santa Clara 
University. I am a CPA and was the CFO for the 
Regional Transportation Commission for thirty 
one years. My duties included Investment 
Trustee for the Commission. I believe my 
fi nancial background is a positive resource for 
the Reno Rotary Foundation. I also serve on our 
club’s Youth Services Committee. Since 1994, I 
have been the RYLA Coordinator for our club 
which currently sponsors sixteen junior high 
students. I am also our club’s REGL Coordinator 
at O’Brien Middle School for eighth grade 
students. Previously, I have been a Career 
Coach and I was part of the team that created 
Jerry Hall’s Demotion Video when he was 
District Governor.

I am currently the Secretary on the KNPB 
Board of Directors. I am also a council member 
and Head Elder for St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 
I have taught Junior Achievement classes for 
fi fth grade students and have previously served 
as Secret Witness Chairman.

Some of my hobbies include playing in a nine 
member Christian Band, which I have done for 
over forty years and coaching girls’ softball, 
which I have done for sixteen years.

My wife Jenny and I have been married for 29 
years and we have two children. Sarah, 34, 
starting her doctoral internship in 
Neuropsychology this summer in Greenville, 
North Carolina and Kelsey, 27, beginning a 
year of clinical practice here in Reno to 
complete her doctorate in Physical Therapy.

Candidates for Reno Rotary Club Foundation Board of Directors
Primary Election May 8 - Vote for 2 (Top four will advance to fi nal vote on May 22)
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Articles and inserts must be received by 
2 p.m. on Wednesday for inclusion in the next 
week’s newsletter.

Please make sure you turn in make-ups to Carl 
Fuetsch at a club meeting or by email: info@
renorotaryclub.org. Don’t forget that you need 
to attend or make up at least 50% of club 
regular meetings in each half of the year (rolling 
six months) and attend at least 30% of this 
club’s meetings in each half of the year. Credit 
can be received for Rotary committee work and 
other offi cial Rotary functions.

ATTENDANCE

HOW TO INTRODUCE YOUR 
GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS 
AT A CLUB MEETING
When introducing a guest or new members 
during a Club meeting, the correct way is to greet 
the Club President, fellow Rotarians and guests, 
introduce yourself and state your classifi cation, 
and then introduce your guest, their title and 
business affi liation. Please do not introduce any 
guest as a prospective new member or that they 
are looking for a position or clients.

Rotary Club 
of Reno

Club of Reno

UPCOMING WORK DAYS IN 
THE SCULPTURE PARK
 The next day is Saturday, May 6th, on a day 
of city-wide cleanup (more details to come).

 I’ll send more details as we get closer, but 
wanted to give you a heads-up, so you can 
put these dates in your calendar. I’ll be buying 
plants on April 29th, so we can dig in and 
plant them on May 6th! 

 Community service is what Rotarians do and 
this is another opportunity to make our 
downtown a beautiful place we can all enjoy.

Debe Fennell
775-762-0370

Rotary District 5190 Conference 2017 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 8:00 AM -
Sunday, May 21, 2017 12:00 PM

Atlantis Casino Resort
3700 South Virginia Street

Reno, Nevada 89502

Register Online: www.rotarydistrict5190.org/
or

Contact Jacques Yammine: jlyamine@aol.com


