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We Meet on Monday’s at noon at the Atlantis Casino Resort

Monday’s Program
Sean Hill

Sierra Nevada Journeys

THE 
Renotarian

Upcoming Events
Rotary Club of Reno Board Meeting

May 19, 2026 | 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Dickson Realty Caughlin Ranch Office

Reno Rotary Foundation Board Meeting
May 21, 2026 | 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Dickson Realty Caughlin Ranch Office

May is Youth Service Month

Upcoming Speakers
Memorial Day Holiday

May 25, 2026
No Meeting

Lisa Jansen
June 1, 2026

Hot August Nights

Dr. Judi Kosterman
June 8, 2026

Brain Health Leadership Foundation

Membership Information
Please contact Shenea Strader at 

shenea.strader@gmail.com if you have any 
membership questions or need information 
about joining our club.

Sean Hill is the CEO 
of Sierra Nevada 
Journeys, a Re-
no-based nonprofit 
dedicated to deliver-
ing innovative, sci-
ence-based outdoor 
education programs 
for students across 
Northern Nevada 
and Northern Cali-
fornia. With 17 years 
at the organization 

— beginning as a hands-on educator and ris-
ing through roles in program design, fund-
raising, and executive leadership — Sean has 
been at the heart of Sierra Nevada Journeys’ 
growth from a grassroots effort into a region-
al leader in experiential education.

Under his leadership, the organization has 
served tens of thousands of students annual-
ly, with a deep commitment to equity: the 
majority of students served come from 
low-income families and communities of col-
or. Most recently, Sean helped spearhead a 
landmark partnership with Feather River Land 

https://renorotary.org/event/ktbm-christmas-tree-recycling/
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Honor Roll
Judy Coleman...................................... $100
Tom Taelour......................................... $100

The Rotary Club of Reno
Officers and Directors

Mark Growdon.....................President
Julie Griffiths................President Elect
Laurie Leonard.....Ex-officio Past President
David Spillers........................ Secretary
Kathy Fraser..........................Treasurer
Christine Barnicki...................... Director
Mark Cameron........................... Director
Andrea Cantlon......................... Director
Sarah Elliott................................ Director
Julie Griffiths.............................. Director
Chesa Keane.............................. Director
Shenea Strader.......................... Director

Committee Chairs
Club Administration......... David Spillers
Community Service.......................... TBD
Finance................................Kathy Fraser
Fundraising....................Mark Growdon
International Projects.....Colburn Shindel
	 Vanda Tarlea
Membership...................Shenea Strader
Programs............................Dave Bianchi
Social........................... Christine Barnicki
Sunshine..............Stefanie Scoppettone
Vocational......................... David Spillers
Youth Services........................Chesa Keane

Reno Rotary Foundation
Steve Kent................................ President
Mike Blakely ............ Ex-officio RRF P. Pres.
Mark Growdon..... Ex-officio RCR President
Julie Griffiths.........Ex-officio RCR P. Elect
Stacy Asteriadis............................Trustee
Dave Gallagher............................Trustee
Oliver Grosz.................................Trustee
Charlie Dodson............................Trustee
Alex Phillips..................................Trustee
Stefanie Scoppettone.................Trustee
Gary Warren................................Trustee
David Spillers........................... Secretary
John Spears......................... Investments

Newsletter
David Spillers.......... Newsletter Editor

Continued from Page 1

Sean Hill

Trust to permanently protect 1,025 acres of 
forest adjacent to the organization’s Outdoor 
Education Camp in Plumas County — ex-
panding what is already an extraordinary liv-
ing classroom for young scientists.

Sean holds a Master of Science in Human 
Dimensions of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Education from Colorado State 
University and a B.S. in Environmental Biology 
from Montana State University. He is also a 
certified Strategy Execution fellow through 
Harvard Business School and serves as Vice 
Chair of the Washoe County Open Space and 
Regional Parks Commission. Before joining 
Sierra Nevada Journeys, he taught high 
school science through Teach For America in 
Houston, Texas — where his passion for edu-
cation equity was first ignited.

President Mark awards a PolioPlus Certificate 
to last week’s speaker, Alli Villines.
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Enroll in Rotary Direct
my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct

Thank you Rotarians for your dedication, 
leadership, and support on behalf of The 
Rotary Foundation. You play an essential role 
in ensuring that Rotary Foundation programs 
can continue to create positive and lasting 
change in your community and around the 
globe. One way you can help Rotary continue 
to do good in the world is to enroll in Rotary 
Direct, our Foundation’s recurring giving 
program. 

Last year, thanks to generous donors, 
our Foundation was able to fund 1,424 
global grants, 468 district grants, and 74 
disaster response grants to help 
communities in need. Rotary Direct is one 
of the easiest and most secure ways for our 
donors to support the Foundation: because 
contributions are automated, donors don’t 
need to worry about sending checks or 
remembering to make an annual contribution 
on time. 

Rotary Direct saves time and reduces 
administrative costs. Monthly, quarterly, and 
annual gift options are available. Members 
can enroll at the Rotary Direct page, return a 
completed Rotary Direct enrollment form, or 
enroll by phone by calling the international 
office that serves their area or +1-866-976-
8279.

For more information, you can refer to these 
frequently asked questions. If you have 
additional questions, email our Donor 
Engagement staff. 

Thank you for your dedication to Doing 
Good in the World. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Schmelling
Chief Philanthropy Officer
The Rotary Foundation

Register at district5190.org
or REGISTER HERE

Join us for a celebration to honor the 
2026 Winners of the PBS Reno Writers 
Contest!

Friday, May 29th 5:30 PM

Renown Regional Medical Center 
Mack Auditorium1st Floor 

1155 Mill St, Reno, NV 89502

Winners and their families will be joined 
by special guests at the Renown Regional 
Medical Center Mack Auditorium to 
celebrate the winners’ stories and 
present prizes!

RSVP Here

President Mark awards blue badges to 
Robert Tisdale (left) and Rick Stephenson 
(right). Congratulations!

https://my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct
https://my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct
https://my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct
https://my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/files/amf_highroad_solution/project_456/RD_enrollment_forms_2024/TRF-Rotary_Direct_enrollment_form_EN.pdf
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/our-leaders/international-offices
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/our-leaders/international-offices
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/files/amf_highroad_solution/user_1150/RD_FAQ_2024/Rotary_Direct_FAQ_July_2024_EN.pdf
mailto:donor.engagement%40rotary.org?subject=
mailto:donor.engagement%40rotary.org?subject=
https://district5190.org/events/district-5190-foundation-dinner/
https://forms.monday.com/forms/cab7647b92ff07826b8a63cf36d25ae5?r=use1
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Of the things we think, say or do

1.	 Is it the TRUTH? 

2.	 Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3.	 Will it build GOODWILL  
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4.	 Will it be BENEFICIAL  
to all concerned?

way test
the

Rotary started with the vision of 
one man — Paul Harris. The Chi-
cago attorney formed the Rotary 
Club of Chicago on 23 February 
1905, so professionals with di-
verse backgrounds could ex-
change ideas, form meaningful, 
lifelong friendships, and give back 
to their communities.

Notes

Rotary Firsts
Rotary established the Rotary Endowment 
Fund in 1917, which became the forerunner 
of The Rotary Foundation.

Rotary first established the Paul Harris Fellow 
Recognition in 1957 for contributions of 
$1,000 to The Rotary Foundation.

The first Rotary club banner to orbit the moon 
was carried by astronaut club member Frank 
Borman on the Apollo flight in 1968.

The first head of state to address an RI 
Convention was President Warren G. Harding 
in 1923, at St. Louis, Missouri.

Source: The ABCs of Rotary.
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