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We Meet on Monday’s at noon at the Atlantis Casino Resort

Monday’s Program
Jeremy M. Smith, PhD

Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency

THE 
Renotarian

Upcoming Events
Rotary Club of Reno Board Meeting

May 19, 2026 | 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Dickson Realty Caughlin Ranch Office

Reno Rotary Foundation Board Meeting
May 21, 2026 | 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Dickson Realty Caughlin Ranch Office

April is Environmental Month

Upcoming Speakers
Alli Villines
May 11, 2026

She Means Business

Sean Hill
May 18, 2026

Sierra Nevada Journeys

Memorial Day Holiday
May 25, 2026
No Meeting

Membership Information
Please contact Shenea Strader at 

shenea.strader@gmail.com if you have any 
membership questions or need information 
about joining our club.

Jeremy M. Smith is 
the Director of the 
Truckee Meadows 
Regional Planning 
Agency.  He started 
with the agency in 
2011.  Jeremy holds 
a PhD in Geography 
from the University 

of Colorado and achieved his master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees at the University of Ne-
vada, Reno. Jeremy has worked extensively 
with geographic information systems in 
both the public and private sector.  Along 
with fulfilling the regulatory capacity of 
TMRPA, the Agency’s current work objec-
tively tracks and reports on growth and 
land use decision-making as it relates to 
master planning, housing, natural resourc-
es, and public infrastructure.

“Leadership is not about being in 
charge. It is about taking care of 
those in your charge.”

Paul Harris

https://renorotary.org/event/ktbm-christmas-tree-recycling/
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Last Meeting Volunteers 
Thought of the Day.................. Chesa Keane
Pledge ................................. Shenea Strader
Scanner.................................. Judy Coleman
Sergeant At Arms..................Judy Maruszko
Cashier.................................Stacy Asteriadis
Photographer........................... Chesa Keane
Raffle.................................... Maria Sheehan

Honor Roll
Joe Brown............................................ $100
Stefanie Scoppettone........................... $100
David Spillers....................................... $100

The Rotary Club of Reno
Officers and Directors

Mark Growdon.....................President
Julie Griffiths................President Elect
Laurie Leonard.....Ex-officio Past President
David Spillers........................ Secretary
Kathy Fraser..........................Treasurer
Christine Barnicki...................... Director
Mark Cameron........................... Director
Andrea Cantlon......................... Director
Sarah Elliott................................ Director
Julie Griffiths.............................. Director
Chesa Keane.............................. Director
Shenea Strader.......................... Director

Committee Chairs
Club Administration......... David Spillers
Community Service.......................... TBD
Finance................................Kathy Fraser
Fundraising....................Mark Growdon
International Projects.....Colburn Shindel
	 Vanda Tarlea
Membership...................Shenea Strader
Programs............................Dave Bianchi
Social........................... Christine Barnicki
Sunshine..............Stefanie Scoppettone
Vocational......................... David Spillers
Youth Services........................Chesa Keane

Reno Rotary Foundation
Steve Kent................................ President
Mike Blakely ............ Ex-officio RRF P. Pres.
Mark Growdon..... Ex-officio RCR President
Julie Griffiths.........Ex-officio RCR P. Elect
Stacy Asteriadis............................Trustee
Dave Gallagher............................Trustee
Oliver Grosz.................................Trustee
Charlie Dodson............................Trustee
Alex Phillips..................................Trustee
Stefanie Scoppettone.................Trustee
Gary Warren................................Trustee
David Spillers........................... Secretary
John Spears......................... Investments

Newsletter
David Spillers.......... Newsletter Editor

Sunshine Report Contact Information
If you have any information about 

yourself or fellow Rotarians that you would 
like announced at the weekly meeting, 
please contact Stefanie Scoppettone at: 
scops@unr.edu, Mike Blakely at 
mdblakely@charter.net, or Pat Horgan at 
horganpat@ymail.com.

Suzanne Groneman, City of Reno 
Environmental Services Manager, and Brian 
Beffort, Washoe County Sustainability 
Manager, were our speakers last week.

mailto:scops%40unr.edu?subject=Sunshine%20Report
mailto:mdblakely%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:horganpat%40ymail.com?subject=
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Register at district5190.org
or REGISTER HERE

Paul Harris, Sylvester Schiele, Gus Loehr, and Hiram Shorey 
met together for the first time in Paul Harris’s office in 
1905 in Chicago. Each was a business man looking for 
new business opportunities – networking is the term we 
use today.  While much has been made of the purpose 
and intent of the first meeting these men quickly came to 
understand the opportunities for doing business with each 
other, fellowship and service. 

From that first meeting, Rotary moved to the West Coast 
with the formation of the second Rotary Club in San 
Francisco in 1910. Homer Wood, first president of San 
Francisco quickly spread Rotary to Oakland, Seattle and Los 
Angeles by 1909. This early establishment of Rotary on the 
West Coast set a high standard and even today Rotary on 
the West Coast thrives with special emphasis on training for 
club presidents and district governors. You may be surprised 
to know that our club presidents and district governors 
actually receive training before their year of service – who 
would have known?

Judge Willis Brown, originally of Salt Lake City had been 
appointed as a Juvenile Court Judge in Utah.  It appears that 
Willis Brown was not an attorney but had developed quite 
a reputation as an advocate for training and guidance for 
boys.  It is not clear what brought Brown to Reno but there 
are repeated references to Boy City, Nevada, which will be 
detailed later.

At the time, Nevada was the only state in the union that 
did not have a Rotary club.  Judge Willis Brown had been 
exposed to Rotary in other cities and proposed the creation 
of a Rotary Club in Reno in 1916. 

Normally, an existing Rotary club proposes the formation of 
another club. In the case of the Reno Rotary Club, a group of 

men came together 
and petitioned Rotary 
International for 
membership. After a 
few letter exchanges 
– no emails – the 
prospective club 
leadership promised 
to send Judge 
Willis Brown, their 
newly elected 
president, to the 
annual convention 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
Rotary International dispatched District Governor H.P. “Bru” 
Brunnier of San Francisco to Reno to discuss membership 
with the proposed new club. 

H.P. “Bru” Brunnier was later to become President of Rotary 
International  and seemed to take a liking to the Reno Club 
returning on many occasions to provide support to the club 
and to participate in club celebrations. 

Willis Brown and Bernard W. Glick of the Rotary Club of 
Reno then traveled to Cincinnati with District Governor 
Brunnier to attend the international convention.  While in 
Cincinnati, newspapers reported that Willis Brown spoke at 
the convention, was recognized as an expert on youth and 
his remarks were extensive and well received. 

The Rotary Club of Reno was subsequently issued its charter 
on August 1, 1916 and the first official meeting of the club 
occurred on August 9, 1916 in the Riverside Hotel.

FORMATION OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF RENO

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF  
THE ROTARY CLUB OF RENO
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A CENTURY OF SERVICE

From the archives . . . . 

Paul Harris, Sylvester Schiele, Gus Loehr, and Hiram Shorey 
met together for the first time in Paul Harris’s office in 
1905 in Chicago. Each was a business man looking for 
new business opportunities – networking is the term we 
use today.  While much has been made of the purpose 
and intent of the first meeting these men quickly came to 
understand the opportunities for doing business with each 
other, fellowship and service. 

From that first meeting, Rotary moved to the West Coast 
with the formation of the second Rotary Club in San 
Francisco in 1910. Homer Wood, first president of San 
Francisco quickly spread Rotary to Oakland, Seattle and Los 
Angeles by 1909. This early establishment of Rotary on the 
West Coast set a high standard and even today Rotary on 
the West Coast thrives with special emphasis on training for 
club presidents and district governors. You may be surprised 
to know that our club presidents and district governors 
actually receive training before their year of service – who 
would have known?

Judge Willis Brown, originally of Salt Lake City had been 
appointed as a Juvenile Court Judge in Utah.  It appears that 
Willis Brown was not an attorney but had developed quite 
a reputation as an advocate for training and guidance for 
boys.  It is not clear what brought Brown to Reno but there 
are repeated references to Boy City, Nevada, which will be 
detailed later.

At the time, Nevada was the only state in the union that 
did not have a Rotary club.  Judge Willis Brown had been 
exposed to Rotary in other cities and proposed the creation 
of a Rotary Club in Reno in 1916. 

Normally, an existing Rotary club proposes the formation of 
another club. In the case of the Reno Rotary Club, a group of 

men came together 
and petitioned Rotary 
International for 
membership. After a 
few letter exchanges 
– no emails – the 
prospective club 
leadership promised 
to send Judge 
Willis Brown, their 
newly elected 
president, to the 
annual convention 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
Rotary International dispatched District Governor H.P. “Bru” 
Brunnier of San Francisco to Reno to discuss membership 
with the proposed new club. 

H.P. “Bru” Brunnier was later to become President of Rotary 
International  and seemed to take a liking to the Reno Club 
returning on many occasions to provide support to the club 
and to participate in club celebrations. 

Willis Brown and Bernard W. Glick of the Rotary Club of 
Reno then traveled to Cincinnati with District Governor 
Brunnier to attend the international convention.  While in 
Cincinnati, newspapers reported that Willis Brown spoke at 
the convention, was recognized as an expert on youth and 
his remarks were extensive and well received. 

The Rotary Club of Reno was subsequently issued its charter 
on August 1, 1916 and the first official meeting of the club 
occurred on August 9, 1916 in the Riverside Hotel.

FORMATION OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF RENO
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https://district5190.org/events/district-5190-foundation-dinner/
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Of the things we think, say or do

1.	 Is it the TRUTH? 

2.	 Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3.	 Will it build GOODWILL  
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4.	 Will it be BENEFICIAL  
to all concerned?

way test
the

Rotary started with the vision of 
one man — Paul Harris. The Chi-
cago attorney formed the Rotary 
Club of Chicago on 23 February 
1905, so professionals with di-
verse backgrounds could ex-
change ideas, form meaningful, 
lifelong friendships, and give back 
to their communities.

Notes

OUR Place is the largest emergency 
housing provider for women and families 
in our community. We provide shelter and 
wrap around services for 138 women, 
38 families, 28 seniors, and all of their 
animal companions every day.

Items always needed:
Tampons/Pads

Infant/Adult Diapers
Baby Wipes

Hand/Body Lotion
Chap Stick/Lip Balms

Beauty Supplies
Deodorants

Razors/Shaving Cream or Gel
Combs/Brushes

Cold weather clothing for women/children
Women’s underwear any size

Bras any size
Shoes/boots (no heels)

Collection Bin at the Meeting

 
P.O. Box 1750

Reno, NV 89505  
info@renorotary.org

David Spillers, Editor, 
DigiPrint Corporation

(775) 786-4464
david@digiprintcorporation.com
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