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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Club Meeting: DARK                                                                  January 20 
Club Board Mtg: SNMC Glasson Way @ 12                            January 20 
Rotary Peace Conference                                                    January 24-26 
Club Meeting:  Focus on Upcoming Club Events                   January 27 
Casino Night                                                                               February 1 
Club Meeting:  Presenter is yet TBD                                        February 3 
Area 4 Instrument Donation Day (Lyman Gilmore 9-1)          February 8 
Club Meeting:  Presenter is yet TBD                                      February 10 
Club Meeting: DARK                                                                February 17 
Rotary Presidential Peace Conference                             February 20-22 
Club Meeting: DARK                                                                February 24 
Club Board Mtg:  WSMC Glasson Way @ 12                         February 24 
Area 4 Speech Contest (GVSD Office)                                   February 25 
Club Centennial Celebration                                                        March 28 
District 5190 Top Gun Conference                                                            May 2-4 
Gold Country Challenge                                                                   June 7 
Rotary International Convention                                               June 21-25 

UPCOMING PROJECTS - People of Action 

Plastic Recycling Project                                                              Ongoing 
Gaga Ball Pit Installation at TLC                                                          TBD 
Rotary At Work Day                                                                        April 25 
Grad Breakfast at Chicago Park Middle School                               June               

IMPORTANT MEMBER DATES IN JANUARY 

Birthdays  Rotary Anniversaries  

Dennis Burbridge Jan 3 Tim McCall 25 Yrs 

  Andrew Withers 4 Yrs 

  Andrew Jackson 4 Yrs 

 

 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

     Everyone seemed to be enjoying our beautiful  

January weather!   We did welcome Dr. Derrick Brown of  

Western Sierra Medical Clinic.  Dr. Brown is on a  

recruitment visit with WSMC and he is from Minneapolis,  

Minnesota.   

We were honored to hold the  

Lyman Gilmore Student of the Month. 

Congratulations for receiving this award! 

Your community supports you and wants  

you to be the best that you can be! 

Today’s Guest Speaker was  

Dr. Scott Neeley.  He is the 

President and CEO for  

Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital (SNMH). 

Dr. Neeley has been the CEO at SNMH 

since 2022 and the hospital has enjoyed 

well deserved accolades from many  

regulatory agencies such as Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services by where 

they received an elusive 5 start rating 

(only 33 given in the US).  SNMH is a top-rated hospital for 

quality and safety, communication and staffing and rated in 

the Top 10 for California where SNMH was the only rural  

hospital identified.  Dr. Neeley and his team have been able to 

secure physician residency, recruit a top-notch surgeon and 

support the growth of a successful OB program. 

        Dr. Neeley stated that he believes through community 

that we can improve our health outcomes by striving to match 

our health span with our life span.  He stated that the best way 

to achieve this is outside the hospital walls and including all 

healthcare and community wellbeing stakeholders. 

       SNMH is lucky to have Dr. Neeley and were grateful to 

have Dr. Neeley speak to our club is lucky to have him. 

Rotary Club of Grass Valley Area 4 Rotary Clubs  

 

P.O. Box 1213  
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

 

Penn Valley Rotary meets @ 
Players Pizza at 12 pm on every other Tues 

Nevada City Rotary meets @ TJ's Roadhouse 
2nd and 4th Thurs at 12:15 pm  

Food order RSVP needed the day prior at 
ncrotary.org.   On the 1st and 3rd Thurs, 
meeting is 5:30 pm at Round Table Pizza 

Meets @ the Wild Eye Pub on the 
      1st, 2nd, and 3rd Mon at 12:15 pm 

Grass Valley South meets @  
the Courtyard Suites at 7 am on Tues 

49er Rotary Breakfast Club meets @ the  
Miners Foundry on Wed at 7 - 8 am 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CONFESSIONS 

Spoke Notes were  
recorded by:   
Jen Malone 

Bob Long - Treasurer 
Heather Thorpe - Director Year 2 
Andrew Jackson - Director Year 2 
Derek Williams - Director Year 2 

Judy Bagley - Director Year 1 
P. Scott - Director Year 1 
Gina Will - Director Year 1 

 

      

 

     Kelly G and family vacationed the Mayan ruins on the  

Yucatan Peninsula. She was especially captivated by the  

Mayan limestone structures and the Howler Monkey. 

“Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.” 
  - Winston Churchill   

THOUGHT OF THE DAY 

http://www.gvrotary.org/
mailto:sethwick75@gmail.com?subject=Dear%20Seth%20Leishman
https://www.rotary.org/en/stephanie-a-urchick-selected-to-be-2024-25-rotary-international-president
https://district5190.org/50138/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=2024-25-district-governor-elect-dennis-geare
https://www.rotary.org/en/stephanie-a-urchick-selected-to-be-2024-25-rotary-international-president
https://district5190.org/50138/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=2024-25-district-governor-elect-dennis-geare
https://www.rotary.org/en/2025-rotary-presidential-peace-conference?cid=mkt_peaceconference_20240901_eml_ad_mem_register_septemail_na
https://gvrotary.org/event/gold-country-challenge-3/
https://www.bluemountain.com/ecards/birthday?mrkgcl=1210&mrkgadid=3304197309&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=online%20birthday%20cards&adid=74011124728123&addisttype=s&creative=74011124728123&device=c&matchtype=e&gclid=d235ec3879c41a1858ea8f85b2a31
https://www.dignityhealth.org/sacramento/about-us/press-center/sierra-nevada-hospital-president
https://gvrotary.org/
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation
https://www.pennvalleyrotary.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Players+Pizza+Pasta+%26+More/@39.206629,-121.202992,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa884b254b9d07a11!8m2!3d39.206629!4d-121.202992
https://www.nevadacityrotary.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/TJ's+Roadhouse+of+Nevada+City/@39.2618538,-121.0163527,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x5013eea5f80cc6a7?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjT6-DEu7T-AhUoH0QIHTYjBhsQ_BJ6BAhgEAg
https://nevadacityrotary.org/singleemail/contactus/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Round+Table+Pizza/@39.2337408,-121.0414293,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x809b7061a8236fdd:0x5d91243bf0d2fbeb!8m2!3d39.2337367!4d-121.0365638!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0tdrx
https://www.wildeyepub.com/
https://gvsrotary.org/
https://www.49errotary.org/contact
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Miners+Foundry+Cultural+Center/@39.2620045,-121.0225485,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x809b7a705c6656bb:0x3ef14e60e94c7735!8m2!3d39.2620045!4d-121.0203598
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HERE! 

HERE! 

https://rotary5280.org/page/2025-wildfire-disaster-relief/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHr92tleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHR8ULrlqX0ooBar_oYWVnomHSHJ-MDrSacnhu0fzGYbh6TjUiDbjNcYxGg_aem_1rKiSCNa-PCUPcRHL04Czw
https://www.district5300.org/ca-wild-fires/
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Judith (Judy) Ward passed away at Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital in Grass Valley, CA on December 16, 2024, at the age of 
85. She died peacefully in her sleep after complications from pneumonia and Parkinson's Disease. Her husband Pat was  
constantly at her side in the hospital and their three children, grandchildren, relatives, and close friends were able to visit and 
spend time with her before she passed. 
 
Judy was born on August 10, 1939, in Manchester, Connecticut to Ruth and Raymond Brunell. She was their only child. The 
family moved to the Philadelphia, PA area in the early 1950's and in 1955 moved to Levittown, PA. 
 
She met her future husband, Patrick Ward, there in High School, 11th grade. They graduated in 1957 and were married after Pat 
was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant and USAF Navigator in 1959 and Judy graduated from Penn State University in 1962.  
 
After Air Force assignments in Bermuda, Columbus, OH, Okinawa, Omaha, NE, Grand Forks, ND, Little Rock, AR, and Omaha 
again, Pat retired from the Air Force in 1988, and they moved to Nevada City near family and friends. 
 
In addition to Judy's adventures, challenges, and experiences as an Air Force Wife, she was able to achieve many personal  
accomplishments. She taught pre-school in Okinawa and Omaha and completed a degree in Early Childhood Education at the 
University of North Dakota in 1979. She also entered Federal Service employment in Omaha in 1986 and after retiring to Nevada 
City transferred to the USGS Water Resource Division in Sacramento before retiring in 1997. 
 
Judy's activities after retirement were varied and reflected her wide range of interests and abilities including volunteering for 
many years with the Nevada County Friends of the Library and the Nevada City Inner Wheel Club (Rotary). 
 
She also travelled extensively with Pat in their RV and had many memorable outdoor experiences with friends and family staying 
active as long as she could. 
 
Judy was also an accomplished seamstress and quilter, loved art and music, especially classical, jazz, and early rock-and-roll. 
She additionally sang in several church choirs in several of their Air Force assignments. 
 
She was smart, kind, knew a lot about many things, had a great memory, and a subtle sense of humor. Most important, however, 
was her love of family, watching her children and grandchildren all grow into responsible adults. It was the most important thing 
in her life. Even after her health began to fail, she made every effort to recognize and participate in their activities as she could. 
 
She will be warmly remembered and missed by everyone who knew her. 
 
Judy is survived by her husband of 62 years, Patrick Ward, their three children, Kevin, Karin, and Brian, and seven  
grandchildren: Phinneus, Adrienne, Annalise, Nicholas, Meagan, Cole, and Isabelle. 
 
She was preceded in death by her father Raymond Brunell, her mother Ruth Brunell and her in-laws Joseph and Florence Ward. 
 
============================================================================================ 
 
A Memorial Mass will be held on Tuesday, January 21st at 10:30 am at: 
Saint Canice Catholic Church, 317 Washington St, Nevada City 
A reception following at the Saint Canice Center at 236 Reward Street, Nevada City 
 
Donations in her memory may be made to: 
 
Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital Foundation 
 
The Nevada County Friends of the Library  
 
 
Please click this link to have a tree dedicated and planted, send flowers, or send a sympathy gift sent! 
 
Memorial trees are planted in a forest with the greatest need, at the best suitable time (typically spring or fall), by a team of certified arborists.  
 
Flower bouquets are arranged by local florists and delivered to a home or service. Same-day delivery is available.  

Judith "Judy" Ward 
1939 - 2024 

https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/gallery/?type=obituary&p=208310581&pn=judith-ward&affiliateid=4786&pm=240
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Plastic Recycling Project 
 
Commercial Plastic Wrap is picked-up at the following locations: 
 Nevada County Food Bank 
 AJA Electronics 
 Hills Flat Lumber 
 
The plastic is then recycled and made into TREX Benches 
Next bench will be dedicated to Larry Allen at WSMC Glasson!  
 

Please contact Bob for more info! 

3,629 pounds of commercial plastic were collected in 2024!  Let’s far exceed that amount in 2025! 

GREAT WORK, KEEP IT UP! 

https://www.trexfurniture.com/
mailto:boblong162@gmail.com?subject=Plastic%20Recycling%20Project
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Peace25.org 

https://peaceconference2025.org/
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Thank You to Our Sponsors 
 
Ostrofe Financial Consultants 
Heather Thorpe - Edward Jones Investments 
Jackson & Sands Engineering, Inc. 
Kristen Adams, Realtor - RE/MAX Gold 
Master Technicians, Stacy Graham 
Richard E. Keene, Attorney; Law Office of Minor & Keene, P.C. 
Streamline Construction 
Western Sierra Medical Clinic - Grass Valley 
Bill's Chuckwagon 
Bob Long 

Connie Stone, CPA 
Jesse Wilson, District Attorney 
John Voter, Home Loan Specialist 
Larry Faller 
Larry McGrath 
Marsha A. Burch, Attorney at Law 
Micro Precision Calibration - Jerry Trammell 
Monty East, Gateway Real Estate 
Os-Car Ranch 
P. Scott  Browne, Attorney at Law 
River Valley Community Bank 

Either get tickets by using the QR Code, going to this site, or buying them from a Rotarian! 

https://www.crsadmin.com/eventportal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=a7bcc7eb-bfb5-429a-89b8-b269ce58abcb
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Click HERE for more info 

https://www.rotary.org/it/node/10380
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Click HERE for more info 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/49QDYM5QKY2BW/checkout/PA4TIZODSOQ7WLZEQN4L4U6Y?src=webqr
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Click HERE for more info 

https://district5190.org/Events/rotary-district-5190-top-gun-conference-2025
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Early Bird Registration is OPEN 
Use code: EARLYBIRD2025 

Rotary Gold Country Challenge Online Registration  

https://www.bikereg.com/rotary-gold-country-challenge
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Register HERE 

2025 International Convention 

Click the image below! 

https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/
https://www.facebook.com/rotary/videos/1344119096969051/?fs=e&mibextid=0NULKw&s=TIeQ9V

