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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Club Meeting:  The Life & Times of Mark Rodda                               Aug 3 
Club Meeting:  Robin Davies - GV Chamber of Commerce             Aug 10 
Club Meeting: Update on Hospitality House                                     Aug 17 
Pool Party and BBQ @ Ed’s House...RSVP                                      Aug 27 
Club Meeting: Overview of 2026/27 Club Activities                         Aug 31 

UPCOMING PROJECTS - People of Action 

Grange Breakfast:  Rough and Ready                                                      4th Saturday 
Plastic Recycling Project                                                                 Ongoing 
Alzheimer’s Garden and Litton Trail: Upkeep and Maintenance             Ongoing 
Rotary Magazines in Professional and Business Waiting Rooms           Ongoing 
Chicago Park Middle School:  Goodie Bag Project                                     Ongoing                        
Interfaith Food Ministries:  Saturdays 2 to 4 times a year                                          TBD 
Kare Crisis Nursery:  Help Repairing a Fence                                                          TBD 
Grass Valley Charter School:  Sign Repair                                                           TBD 

Wolf Creek Trail - Glenn Jones Park : Signage and Maintenance                   TBD 
Highway 49 Gateway Sign Rebuild                                                        TBD 
Nevada County Justice Center:  Assemble Playground                                  Aug 1 
Volunteer at Fairground Foundation Station                               Aug 12-16 

IMPORTANT MEMBER DATES IN JULY 

Birthdays  Rotary Anniversaries  

Larry Faller July 11 Larry Faller 65 Yrs 

Lisa Swarthout July 23 Kris Stepanian 36 Yrs 

Kathy Thomas July 27 Sean Jackson 16 Yrs 

 
 
Kelly shared about her trip to Switzerland.  It sounded beautiful and now we 
know who to go to for the most recent 411. 
 
Bob is setting up a trip to AJA Video and The Center for the Arts. 
 
Kathy is looking for help at the Nevada County Fairgrounds Foundation Station. 
It would be August 12-18.  Please contact her if you can help out.  Thank You! 

 
At our meeting last week, Fred was awarded a Paul Harris Award.   
Congrats and Thank You! 

 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Rotary Club of Grass Valley Area 4 Rotary Clubs  

 

P.O. Box 1213  
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

 

Penn Valley Rotary meets @ 
Players Pizza at 12 pm on every other Tues 

Nevada City Rotary meets the 1st and 3rd  
Thursdays at 5:30pm for our Social meetings   
Contact them for the location that week 

On the 1st and 3rd Thurs, 
meeting is 5:30 pm at Round Table Pizza 

       Meets @ the Wild Eye Pub on the 
        1st, 2nd, and 3rd Mon at 12:15 pm 

Grass Valley South meets @  
the Litton Bldg, Rm 300 at 7am on Tuesday  

49er Rotary Breakfast Club meets @ the  
Miners Foundry on Wed at 7 - 8 am 

Spoke Notes were  
recorded by:   

Cheri Hall 

  
James Delcour - Director Year 2 

  Stephanie Fischer - Director Year 2 
Sean Jackson - Director Year 2 (Nom) 

Tom Stanley - Director Year 1 
Cheri Hall - Director Year 1 

Debra Plass - Director Year 1 
 

 

  Last week’s meeting was packed full of information.   
Hilllary Hodge, GV Mayor, candidly spoke with us.  She also gave 
us the opportunity to have direct Q & A time.   
Scott spoke about his involvement at his most recent  
Rotary Youth Leadership Awakening (RYLA) camp. 
 
Hillary’s family has called the great state of  
California home since the late 1800’s.  Since she 
was a young girl, she had aspirations of working in 
government leadership.  Hillary spent over 8 years 
as a member of our City Council prior to being 
elected as our Mayor.  Her campaign raised the 
most funds in our town to date!  Hillary highlighted 
several points about the Grass Valley Spirit.  She 
noted that we have a deep sense of community 
and we’re routinely present to help one another.  
She did stress several points;  Parking is at a  
premium in our town!  The city is well aware of this 
fact and is working towards solutions.  She also touched on voter 
issues.  Having informed voters in our small town is one way to  
enhance our quality of life.  She also encouraged citizens to speak 
up.  One of the most effective ways to invoke change is to bring an 
issue to the city’s attention.   
 
Take a look at the link to see all of her previous positions.  However, 
all good things must come to an end eventually.  Hillary does plan to 
retire at the end of her term.   
 
We all know how that goes, though.  Haha. 
 
 
Scott, Club Member and RYLA Counselor, spoke 
about his experiences during the 2026 RYLA 
Camp in June.  The time there was priceless!  It 
was such an honor to be allowed the opportunity to 
positively impact a person’s life!  Many of the  
participants just need help to be pointed the right 
way in life as they navigate it’s ropes and pitfalls 
(pun intended) and that’s exactly what the  
counselors are there for. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONFESSIONS 

 

http://www.gvrotary.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/francesco-arezzo-of-italy-selected-to-be-2025-26-rotary-international-president
https://district5190.org/page/2025-26-district-governor-elect-kurt-raffetto
https://www.rotary.org/en/who-we-are/our-leaders
https://district5190.org/50138/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=2026-27-district-governor-kurt-raffetto
https://gvrotary.org/speakers/998c0e9d-c470-4c74-bfa7-224972da553c/
https://www.roughandreadygrange.org/
https://www.bluemountain.com/ecards/birthday?mrkgcl=1210&mrkgadid=3304197309&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=online%20birthday%20cards&adid=74011124728123&addisttype=s&creative=74011124728123&device=c&matchtype=e&gclid=d235ec3879c41a1858ea8f85b2a31
https://www.aja.com/company/contact?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=24005722773&gbraid=0AAAAADiD-qrnDbhu7_8OXIi_F-q3-32dJ&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI84HF_8zzlQMVUs7CBB1uMxXvEAAYASAAEgL9CvD_BwE
https://thecenterforthearts.org/about/
mailto:klegenes@gmail.com?subject=Fairgrounds%20Foundation%20Volunteering
https://gvrotary.org/
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation
https://www.pennvalleyrotary.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Players+Pizza+Pasta+%26+More/@39.206629,-121.202992,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa884b254b9d07a11!8m2!3d39.206629!4d-121.202992
https://www.nevadacityrotary.org/
https://nevadacityrotary.org/singleemail/contactus/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Round+Table+Pizza/@39.2337408,-121.0414293,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x809b7061a8236fdd:0x5d91243bf0d2fbeb!8m2!3d39.2337367!4d-121.0365638!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0tdrx
https://www.wildeyepub.com/
https://gvsrotary.org/
https://www.bing.com/maps/directions?ty=0&v=2&sV=1&rtp=%7Epos.39.233726501464844_-121.05592346191406__Bright+Futures+for+Youth_&mode=d&cp=39.233727%7E-121.055923&lvl=16&style=r
https://www.49errotary.org/contact
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Miners+Foundry+Cultural+Center/@39.2620045,-121.0225485,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x809b7a705c6656bb:0x3ef14e60e94c7735!8m2!3d39.2620045!4d-121.0203598
https://californialocal.com/localnews/nevada/ca/government/show/116-city-of-grass-valley/representative/395-hilary-hodge/
https://gvrotary.org/PhotoAlbums/ryla-june-2026
https://downtowngrassvalley.com/downtown-grass-valley-parking-maps/
https://californialocal.com/localnews/nevada/ca/government/show/116-city-of-grass-valley/representative/395-hilary-hodge/
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Dear Rotary District 5190 Family, 
A Message of Gratitude 

 
As my year as your District Governor comes to a close, I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to each of you. 
 
This year, I had the privilege of sharing the message, "Make Dreams Come True." Throughout District 5190, I witnessed countless examples 
of Rotary clubs bringing those words to life through extraordinary service and an unwavering commitment to others. 
 
Whether it was rebuilding bicycles to give to children in need, providing clean water to villages across the globe, supporting students through 
scholarships, responding to disasters, or helping families facing difficult times, you transformed hope into reality. Through your generosity 
and dedication, you truly made dreams come true for those who needed it most. 
 
These acts of service remind us that Rotary is much more than an organization—it is a force for good that transforms lives, inspires hope, 
strengthens communities, and creates lasting change. Every project, every volunteer hour, and every act of kindness reflects the very best of 
Rotary and demonstrates the power of Service Above Self. 
 
It has been both an honor and a privilege to serve alongside you this year as your District Governor. Thank you for your passion, your leader-
ship, and your unwavering commitment to making a difference. Together, we have made dreams come true, and together we will continue 
creating a brighter future for those we serve. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 
As we look ahead, I am excited to support incoming District Governor Kurt Raffetto as he begins his year of service with  
Rotary International's message, "Create Lasting Impact," and his District theme, "Aim High with Rotary." I know District 5190 will continue to 
thrive under his leadership. 
 
This is not goodbye—it's simply "see you soon." I now begin my role as your Immediate Past District Governor, where I look forward to  
supporting Kurt, our District leadership team, and the many committees that help make our district successful.  
As Past District Governor Roberta Pickett often reminds us: 
 

"Joy is in the JOurneY." 
 

2025–2026 Highlights 
 
• Membership: +45 net members; 1 new Rotary Club; 2 new Rotaract Clubs. 
• Rotary Foundation: Over $1 million in giving; 35 Major Donors; 13 Major Gifts. 
• Youth: 7 new Interact Clubs; expanded Youth Exchange; continued success of RYLA, REGL, and ABO. 
• Far West Fest: Outstanding evaluations and strong support for future multi-district conferences every 3-5 years. 

 
Closing Thoughts 
 
As I reflect on this incredible year, I am filled with gratitude and pride. I have been inspired by your compassion, your leadership, and your 
willingness to step forward whenever your communities needed you. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your District Governor. It has truly been one of the greatest honors of my Rotary journey. 
 
Together, we made dreams come true. 
 
Yours in Rotary Service, 
 
Larry Harvey 
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Plastic Recycling Project 
 
Commercial Plastic Wrap is picked-up at the following locations: 
 Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital 
 Nevada County Food Bank 
 AJA Electronics 
 Hills Flat Lumber 
 
The plastic is then recycled and made into TREX Benches 
 
 

We have collected and recycled almost 2,000 pounds of commercial plastic this year.  
We are well on our way to a goal of 4,000 lbs. in 2026  

Good Luck, Rotarians! 

https://www.trexfurniture.com/

