
 

 

 
 

0000 
 
 

                         May 4, 2026      www.gvrotary.org                           Volume 101, Issue 30 

Jesse Wilson - President 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Pickleball Palooza – Rotary Club of Penn Valley                            May 9  
Boots, Brews, and BBQ - Area 4 Social                                           May 14 
Club Meeting - DARK                                                                         May 25  
Rechargeable Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling                                  May 30 
Chicago Park 8th Grade Grad Breakfast                                          June 4  
Gold Country Challenge                                                                     June 6 
Rotary International Convention                                                 June 13-17 
Club President Demotion Event                                                      June 15 
Club Meeting - DARK                                                                  June 22+29 

UPCOMING PROJECTS - People of Action 

Plastic Recycling Project                                                                 Ongoing 
Alzheimer’s Garden and Litton Trail: Upkeep and Maintenance             Ongoing 
Rotary Magazines in Professional and Business Waiting Rooms           Ongoing 
Chicago Park Middle School:  Goodie Bag Project                                     Ongoing                        
Interfaith Food Ministries:  Saturdays 2 to 4 times a year                                          TBD 
Kare Crisis Nursery:  Help Repairing a Fence                                                          TBD 
Grass Valley Charter School:  Sign Repair                                                           TBD 

Wolf Creek Trail - Glenn Jones Park : Signage and Maintenance                   TBD 
Salvation Army: Build  Planter Boxes and Chicken Coop                            Spring ‘26 
Western Sierra Medical Clinic: Planter Boxes                                         Spring ‘26 

IMPORTANT MEMBER DATES IN MAY 

Birthdays  Rotary Anniversaries  

Andrew Withers May 2 Jon Peek 44 Yrs 

Seth Leishman May 2 Scott P Browne 30 Yrs 

Jennifer Malone May 3 Carol Elizondo 24 Yrs 

Anita Daniels May 7 John Voter 24 Yrs 

Tim McCall May 9 Tom Stanley 19 Yrs 

Fred Claessens May 13 John Peplowski  18 Yrs 

Bob Long  May 14 Marcia Salter 18 Yrs 

Sean Jackson May 19 Ryan Sykes 13 Yrs 

Kris Stepanian May 20 Seth Leishman 10 Yrs 

Jon Peek May 31 Jesse McKenna 2 Yrs 

 

 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Heather Thorpe served as president for this meeting .  Thank You!   
 
Reverand Karen Hoida joined us as a guest of Rod and Susan. 
 
Visiting Rotarian and Area 4 Officer, Mark Rodda, joined us today. 
He is also a Rotary Club Counsellor and Youth Exchange Officer. 
Mark introduced us to Lea Filippa Fagerberg of Denmark and Gavin 
McElhannon, her host and a Nevada Union High School student.  
They gave a lovely presentation on the Rotary Exchange Program and 
the great need for host families!  If you are interested, contact your 
local Rotary Club! 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were also joined by Dr. Jean Creasey DDS and  
Dr. Scott Kellerman MD who both shared many updates from Bwindi, 
Uganda. They were also joined by visiting Rotarians Kirsten Bardwell, 
Nancy Chandler, Mimi Simmons and Julie Houser of 49er Rotary Club.  
This amazing group had all joined the trip upon completion of the  
Dental and Vision clinic, to serve alongside Doctors Creasey and  
Kellerman.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Club of Grass Valley Area 4 Rotary Clubs  

 

P.O. Box 1213  
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

 

Penn Valley Rotary meets @ 
Players Pizza at 12 pm on every other Tues 

Nevada City Rotary meets the 1st and 3rd  
Thursdays at 5:30pm for our Social meetings   
Contact them for the location that week 

On the 1st and 3rd Thurs, 
meeting is 5:30 pm at Round Table Pizza 

       Meets @ the Wild Eye Pub on the 
        1st, 2nd, and 3rd Mon at 12:15 pm 

Grass Valley South meets @  
the Litton Bldg, Rm 300 at 7am on Tuesday  

49er Rotary Breakfast Club meets @ the  
Miners Foundry on Wed at 7 - 8 am 

Spoke Notes were  
recorded by:   
Lizzie Sykes 

  
 P. Scott Brown - Director Year 2 

 Judy Bagley - Director Year 2 
Gina Will - Director Year 2 

James Delcour - Director Year 1 
  Stephanie Fischer - Director Year 1 

Jennifer Malone - Director Year 1 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONFESSIONS 
THOUGHT OF THE DAY 

 
Pope Francis emphasizes empathy as a vital moral attitude for  
building a fraternal society, defining it as the ability to authentically 
listen to, welcome, and understand others’ sufferings and hopes. 
He advocates for “imaginative empathy” to overcome indifferences, 
urging people to put themselves in others’ shoes and cultivate  
tenderness in relationships.  

Pat presented our newest member, Dave Zucca, with his Blue Badge! 

http://www.gvrotary.org/
mailto:sethwick75@gmail.com?subject=Dear%20Seth%20Leishman
https://www.rotary.org/en/francesco-arezzo-of-italy-selected-to-be-2025-26-rotary-international-president
https://district5190.org/page/2025-26-district-governor-elect-kurt-raffetto
https://www.rotary.org/en/francesco-arezzo-of-italy-selected-to-be-2025-26-rotary-international-president
https://district5190.org/50138/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=2025-26-district-governor-larry-harvey
https://www.rotarygoldcountrychallenge.com/
https://www.bluemountain.com/ecards/birthday?mrkgcl=1210&mrkgadid=3304197309&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=online%20birthday%20cards&adid=74011124728123&addisttype=s&creative=74011124728123&device=c&matchtype=e&gclid=d235ec3879c41a1858ea8f85b2a31
https://gvrotary.org/
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=GSS&appURL=https://cns.usps.com/labelInformation
https://www.pennvalleyrotary.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Players+Pizza+Pasta+%26+More/@39.206629,-121.202992,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa884b254b9d07a11!8m2!3d39.206629!4d-121.202992
https://www.nevadacityrotary.org/
https://nevadacityrotary.org/singleemail/contactus/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Round+Table+Pizza/@39.2337408,-121.0414293,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x809b7061a8236fdd:0x5d91243bf0d2fbeb!8m2!3d39.2337367!4d-121.0365638!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0tdrx
https://www.wildeyepub.com/
https://gvsrotary.org/
https://www.bing.com/maps/directions?ty=0&v=2&sV=1&rtp=%7Epos.39.233726501464844_-121.05592346191406__Bright+Futures+for+Youth_&mode=d&cp=39.233727%7E-121.055923&lvl=16&style=r
https://www.49errotary.org/contact
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Miners+Foundry+Cultural+Center/@39.2620045,-121.0225485,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x809b7a705c6656bb:0x3ef14e60e94c7735!8m2!3d39.2620045!4d-121.0203598
http://rye5180.org/Content/Documents/746_youth_exchange_handbook_en.pdf
http://rye5180.org/Content/Documents/hostFamilyHandbook.pdf
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Plastic Recycling Project 
 
Commercial Plastic Wrap is picked-up at the following locations: 
 Nevada County Food Bank 
 AJA Electronics 
 Hills Flat Lumber 
 
The plastic is then recycled and made into TREX Benches 
Next bench will be dedicated to Larry Allen at WSMC Glasson!  
 

Please contact Bob for more info! 

Last year we collected just over 3,000 lbs of plastic.  Let’s exceed that number this year! 

Good Luck, Rotarians! 

https://www.trexfurniture.com/
mailto:boblong162@gmail.com?subject=Plastic%20Recycling%20Project
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084DAAAB29A5FBC25-57355228-pickleball#/
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Rechargeable Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling 

MAP 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Peace+Lutheran+Church+ELCA/@39.2223759,-121.0704002,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x809b70185105a151:0xb860f051266df122!8m2!3d39.2223759!4d-121.0704002!16s%2Fg%2F1trqhgn1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQxOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Visit www.rotarygoldcountrychallenge.com 

 
 

Rides will be supported and well-marked 
 
 

Rides will begin/end at Gate 1 of the Nevada County Fairgrounds 

 
 

Ride the beautiful and historic back country of Nevada County.  

 
Nevada County was the heart of California’s gold rush.  
Surrounding the charming mining era towns of  
Grass Valley and Nevada City, you’ll ride through some  
of the most beautiful landscape California has to offer.  
 
Discover why the Amgen has selected to ride through  
Nevada County on multiple occasions. 
 
Benefits youth programs supported in part by the 
Rotary Club of Grass Valley and Bright Futures for Youth. 
 
Train here for the Death Ride on July 11th. 

https://www.rotarygoldcountrychallenge.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tour_of_California
https://gvrotary.org/
https://bffyouth.org/
https://deathride.com/
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Click HERE for more info 

https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/

