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Ed Pinto - President 
 Heather Thorpe -   President Elect 
Jennifer Malone  - Vice President 

Jesse Wilson - Most Recent Past President  
Tim McCall - Executive Secretary  

Judy Bagley - Executive Treasurer 
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President of Rotary International      Governor of District 5190 

Olayinka Hakeem Babalola    Kurt Raffetto 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Club Meeting:  DARK: Board Meeting at Glasson @ 12                    Oct 26 
Club Social - BrewHaus @ 5                                                                Oct 26 
Club Meeting: Kurt Raffetto - Rotary District 5190 Governor           Nov 2 
Club Meeting: Grass Valley Fire Department Update                        Nov 9 
Club Meeting: Club Foundation Drive                                                Nov 16 
Movie Night: Miners Foundry @ 6:30 - Supports WSMC                  Nov 21 
Club Christmas Party @ 5:30                                                              Dec 12              

UPCOMING PROJECTS - People of Action 

Grange Breakfast:  Rough and Ready                                                      4th Saturday 
Plastic Recycling Project                                                                 Ongoing 
Alzheimer’s Garden and Litton Trail: Upkeep and Maintenance             Ongoing 
Rotary Magazines in Professional and Business Waiting Rooms           Ongoing 
Chicago Park Middle School:  Goodie Bag Project                                     Ongoing                        
Rotary Clubs in Action 2026 @ Truckee Meadows CC                     Nov 7   
Assist NU Choir – Madrigal Event(s) @ Mt. St. Mary’s                    Dec 3-5  
Casino Night                                                                                Feb 27 2027 
Rotary District 5190 Conference in Tahoe                           May 14-16 2027 
Gold Country Challenge                                                                Jun 5 2027 
Rotary International Convention in Spain                            Jun 26-30 2027 
Viking River Cruise                                                                Aug 18-25 2027 
Assist with Food Distribution – NC Food Bank                                    TBD 

IMPORTANT MEMBER DATES IN OCTOBER 

Birthdays  Rotary Anniversaries  

Judy Wirkner Oct 2 Jon Byerrum 37 Yrs 

Wyn Spiller Oct 14 Rod Fivelstad 27 Yrs 

Pat Ward Oct 15  Teresa Conger 3 Yrs 

Andrew Jackson Oct 18 Peter Van Houten 1 Yr 

Lee Osnas Oct 25   

Ed Pinto Oct 30   

 
 
 
 

 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Rotary Club of Grass Valley Area 4 Rotary Clubs  

Meets @ the Elks Event Center on  
the 1st and 2nd Mon at 12:15 pm 

AND 
Nevada County Media on 

3rd Mon at 5:30 
 

Penn Valley Rotary meets @ 
Players Pizza at 12 pm on every other Tues 

Nevada City Rotary meets the 1st and 3rd  
Thursday at 5:30pm for our Social meetings   
Contact them for the location that week 

On the 1st and 3rd Thurs, 
meeting is 5:30 pm at Round Table Pizza 

       P.O. Box 1213  
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Grass Valley South meets @  
the Litton Bldg, Rm 300 at 7am on Tuesday  

49er Rotary Breakfast Club meets @ the  
Miners Foundry on Wed at 7 - 8 am 

Spoke Notes were  
recorded by:   
Marcia Salter 

  
James Delcour - Director Year 2 

  Stephanie Fischer - Director Year 2 
Sean Jackson - Director Year 2  
Tom Stanley - Director Year 1 

Cheri Hall - Director Year 1 
Debra Plass - Director Year 1 

 

 

 
Our main speaker today was Robert Freeman,  
a fellow Rotarian and TGUP/ODFL Founder. 
 
 
 
The One Dollar For Life project started 
as a challenge to high school student 
body that if each gave $1, they could 
build a classroom in Africa for communi-
ties that had no such buildings. His 
school of 1700 students raised $1800.  
He then took his challenge to the other 
area schools and they raised $8000 and 
were able to fund the classroom.  The local African community are 
required to help and they did so by making the bricks for the build-
ing.  For one school that equated to 160,000 bricks.  They have 
completed 740 projects in 26 countries since 2007.  
 
 
 
In 2020, when all the schools shut down because of COVID, 
ODFL changed its name to The Global Uplift Project, or Tea-Gup 
(TGUP). 
 
 
 
TGUP now has for program areas which are classrooms, simple 
water systems, Save a Girl kits (which are sewn locally), 
and Science Lab in a Box.  Amazing and inspiring life changing 
projects for just a few dollars.   

FOCUS OF THE MONTH 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONFESSIONS 

Derek and his Lisa spent time in San Francisco celebrating Fleet 
Week. They had a wonderful time watching the Navy ships, the 
Blue Angels and other sights 
 
Sean spent time with his family in San Diego, which included a 
fishing trip.  The fishing wasn’t going very well at first and the fish 
finder started working overtime.  They found themselves in a 
school of tuna.  When all was said and done, they had landed  
46 tuna!  

http://www.gvrotary.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/francesco-arezzo-of-italy-selected-to-be-2025-26-rotary-international-president
https://district5190.org/page/2025-26-district-governor-elect-kurt-raffetto
https://www.rotary.org/en/who-we-are/our-leaders
https://district5190.org/50138/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=2026-27-district-governor-kurt-raffetto
https://www.roughandreadygrange.org/
https://www.bluemountain.com/ecards/birthday?mrkgcl=1210&mrkgadid=3304197309&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=online%20birthday%20cards&adid=74011124728123&addisttype=s&creative=74011124728123&device=c&matchtype=e&gclid=d235ec3879c41a1858ea8f85b2a31
https://gvrotary.org/
https://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodgenumber=538
https://nevadacountymedia.org/
https://www.pennvalleyrotary.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Players+Pizza+Pasta+%26+More/@39.206629,-121.202992,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa884b254b9d07a11!8m2!3d39.206629!4d-121.202992
https://www.nevadacityrotary.org/
https://nevadacityrotary.org/singleemail/contactus/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Round+Table+Pizza/@39.2337408,-121.0414293,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x809b7061a8236fdd:0x5d91243bf0d2fbeb!8m2!3d39.2337367!4d-121.0365638!16s%2Fg%2F1tm0tdrx
https://gvsrotary.org/
https://www.bing.com/maps/directions?ty=0&v=2&sV=1&rtp=%7Epos.39.233726501464844_-121.05592346191406__Bright+Futures+for+Youth_&mode=d&cp=39.233727%7E-121.055923&lvl=16&style=r
https://www.49errotary.org/contact
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Miners+Foundry+Cultural+Center/@39.2620045,-121.0225485,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x809b7a705c6656bb:0x3ef14e60e94c7735!8m2!3d39.2620045!4d-121.0203598
https://tgup.org/
https://tgup.org/SaG/
https://tgup.org/slab
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Plastic Recycling Project 
 
Commercial Plastic Wrap is picked-up at the following locations: 
 Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital 
 Nevada County Food Bank 
 AJA Electronics 
 Hills Flat Lumber 
 Library 
 Briar Patch 

 
 

Since 2023, we’ve collected over 13,000 lbs of plastic.  Let’s keep the momentum going! 

Good Luck, Rotarians! 
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Check out the link to view a map of the campus, the itinerary, and to register!  

https://district5190.org/events/rotary-clubs-in-action-2026
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https://district5190.org/50138/Event/Registration?EventId=c4cd9396-1a6a-4032-a79a-7cc4275fbed4&CheckoutControllerName=Events&CheckoutActionName=Checkout


 

 

5 

Club 529 chartered March 16, 1925 

The Spoke Newsletter 

Buy Tickets HERE 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/mamma-mia-movie-night-give-dance-and-celebrate-with-western-sierra-medical-clinic
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REGISTRATION 

https://district5190.org/50138/Event/Registration?EventId=1442e2ae-570a-4504-9d07-3391095125e6&CheckoutControllerName=Events&CheckoutActionName=Checkout
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REGISTER  HERE 

https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_g28xD2Jqit01west.mp4?1787787619
https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/?cid=mkt_IC27_20260831_eml_ad_mem_register_all%20member%20email_na
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