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Presidentôs Perspective 

By: Dan Jones, Presi-

dent 

  In January Karen and I 
had the opportunity to 
take a cruise and while 
we were there we 
stopped in Belize to tour 
some underground 

caves.  On the trip to the cave our driver 
pointed out a building that housed the Li-
ons Club and Rotary Clubs of Belize City.  
Outside of the town, I noticed a Rotary 
sign alongside the road advertising the 
location and time of the clubôs meeting. 
Inside I felt a sense of pride to be part of 

an international organization. 

 The living conditions in Belize re-
minded me of the people in Nicaragua 
where we have helped build schools.  
Some of our Rotarians are planning anoth-
er trip to Nicaragua this spring to continue 
the good work of providing adequate 
schools for the people in the mountains of 
Nicaragua.  Those who go are the hands 
and feet of our gift to the world.  We all 

can be proud of this great project.   

 Another great project coming up in 
the spring is the Blue Jean Ball.  This op-
portunity to raise funds for Teresa House, 
Honor Flight and GVRC will also be a great 
time of fellowship with Rotarians and com-
munity members alike.  One of the best 
realities of this new fund raising and fellow-
ship event is that it is being primarily orga-
nized by Rotarians new to our club in the 
last 5 years.  These Rotarians want to be 
engaged and are eager to serve.  I am 
proud to be a member of a club where new 
ideas are welcomed and new people are 
allowed to use their talents.  When every-
one does their part we expand the impact 

of our gift and grow stronger as a club. 

Avon Rotary Club meets Tuesdays at 6pm at Peppermints Restaurant 

www.avonrotary.org 
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Milt Matthews Governor Elect Hospitality Program 

By:  Kate Hill 

     One might wonder who would be 

brave enough to leave home, fly half 

way around the world, live with 

strangers, and hope to gain an amazing 

new cultural and Rotary experience.  

No, it is not a new reality television 

show.  It is the Rotary District 7120 Milt Matthews Gover-

nor Elect Hospitality program.  I was fortunate to be able to 

participate in the program this January And honored to 

host Sharat and Ruchika Jain from District 3120, New Del-

hi, India. 

     As a Rotarian, this is an experience that I would highly 

recommend to all members of our club.  The program or-

ganizers have described the program as follows:  

     ñFor the past 45 years Brighton Rotary Club and District 

7120 have home hosted over 469 Governors Elect and 

their spouses from 43 countries worldwide. The idea for 

the program was conceived in 1969 by PDG Milt Mat-

thews, and has been copied by many other Districts 

throughout the United Statesé.The guests live with the 

hosts, see the local sites, join in on local activities and 

where possible attend club meetingsé. The guests will 

leave for the International Assembly with a bevy of new 

friends that will last a lifetime.ò 

     I would describe the program as a unique opportunity to 

learn about the culture of another country, gain a better 

understanding of how a different Rotary club operates, and 

even learn more about your own culture and community by 

sharing it with others.  I was blessed to gain life-long 

friends through this program in Sharat and Ruchika Jain. 

     When Mr. and Mrs. Jain arrived, I had no idea what to 

expect.   Typically in this program hosts have an opportuni-

ty to communicate with the District Governor-Elect coming 

to stay with them.    I found out a few days prior to the pro-

gram that we would be hosting.  I had so many unan-

swered questionsé.Would they be prepared for the Roch-

ester weather? What activities would they like to do?  What 

foods could our guests eat? How would they interact with 

our children? Because they come from a much larger ur-

ban setting, what would they think of our community? From 

the moment they arrived at the airport to the moment they 

left us for their new host family, it was a wonderful adven-

ture.  We learned about their home, way of life, family, Ro-

tary club, and so much more.  We toured the Strong Muse-

um of Play, Corning Museum of Glass (where we even 

made our own glass), toured an elementary school, and so 

much more.   

                     

  

     My children had an 

experience that opened 

their minds to a world that 

goes beyond Avon, New 

York State, and the Unit-

ed States.  They learned 

that there are children in 

India that do not have 

bathrooms to use at 

schools.  They learned 

that there are things that 

they can do to help.  They 

began thinking about be-

ing a part of a global 

community.  And they 

Safety First at the Corning Museum of Glass 

DGE Sharat & Ruchika Jain 



www.avonro ta ry .o rg  Avon  Rota ry  News  Page 3  

Milt Mathews Program Continued... 

made two friends that they now love to communicate with 

through Facebook. (Thank goodness for modern communi-

cation!)   

     A special thank you to David Kilgore who spend the day 

with Mr. and Mrs. Jain on Monday while I was at work.  He 

truly embodied the ideal of Rotary when he agreed ï with 

very little notice ï to spend the day with Mr. and Mrs. Jain 

and show them more of our community.  And thank you to 

all of the Avon Rotarians who came to our home on that 

Sunday evening to welcome Mr. and Mrs. Jain to our com-

munity.  It was a wonderful evening. 

     ñService Above Self.ò  That is what Mr. and Mrs. Jain did 

when they bravely came to our home and shared them-

selves with us.  This was an opportunity where we received 

far more than we gave.  I would highly recommend that 

others from our club step forward in the future to host.  I 

promise it will be an opportunity that you wonôt regret. 

Thank You Kate Hill For Your Service Above Self!  

Sunday December 10th 

A lovely get-together hosted by 

Rotarian Kate Hill 

 

Front to BackñTom & Laurie 

Vonglis, Ruchika Jain, Kate Hill,  

Sharat Jain, Trish Koomen, Mark 

Evans, Barbara Herman, Mary & 

David Kilgore, Hans Koomen  

Ruchika & DGE Sharat Jain of District 3120, New Delhi, 

India exchange Rotary flags with Avon Rotary Presi-

dent Dan Jones. 


