[image: ]


Rotary Club of Hawthorn
Summary of Club Projects 2024/2025
Updated March 2025

Avenues of Services 2024/2025
In common with other Rotary clubs, the Rotary Club of Hawthorn’s activities are carried out through five Avenues of Service - Club Service, Community Service, International Service, Vocational Service, and Youth Service. 
Each Avenue of Service is headed by a director who is a member of the Club’s Board and supported by an Avenue of Service committee.
The Club also supports Rotary’s charitable arm, The Rotary Foundation.

1. Club Service - Terry Kitchen, director
Club service has two main functions – fundraising and member services.  
The Club’s main fundraising event is the ‘Lift the Lid’ on mental illness lunch held in October every second year. The most recent lunch in October 2024 raised $25,000 in funding for the Club’s service projects.
The Club also has an annual sale of Christmas produce fundraiser in December, which takes orders for hams, Christmas cakes and puddings.  This project generates around $8,000 in funds for our service projects.
The Club is also fortunate in having a Trust Fund set up in its name, ‘The Rotary Club of Hawthorn Survey Street Trust Fund’.  The fund is managed by a trust company the directors of which are Club members.  The Club can apply to the fund for money for use in community projects.
Member services covers arrangements for Club meetings, organising the Club’s active social program, and the administration of Club membership.  Details of forthcoming Club meetings, speakers and social events are on the Club’s website https://www.hawthornrotary.org.au/.
The Club also has a book group (the ‘Bookworms’) that regularly meets online.

2. Community Service – Kevin Rose, director
The Community Service Committee conducts projects that improve the quality of life of disadvantaged people in the community.  
One of our main community projects is as lead club of a consortium of Rotary clubs that provide mental health unit care packs at the Alfred, Box Hill, St Vincent’s and Royal Melbourne hospitals.  

Hawthorn Rotary also provides recreational equipment, art supplies, and reading glasses for inpatients at Upton House, the mental health unit at Box Hill Hospital, and clothing for inpatients at the mental health units at the Alfred and Box Hill hospitals.
Our other main Community Service project is as host club for Rotary SAFE Families (RSF) which, as part of Rotary International’s goal of promoting peace, seeks to promote peace in the home by raising awareness of all forms of family violence and how it can be prevented. The program is actively supported by a consortium of local Rotary clubs and is gaining international recognition through promotion at international Rotary meetings and the patronage of prominent Rotary International figures.
Each year, Club members and friends donate non-perishable food products for the Camcare Emergency Food program. 
The Club supports the Salvo Hawks football team at their home games.  This football series is organised by Reclink and the Salvation Army to help rehabilitate people recovering from addictions, and those with a physical or mental disability.  Club members provide a pizza lunch for the teams, operate the scoreboard and act as goal umpires. 
The Club also donates money to the Boroondara Chances Education program, which supports disadvantaged children with scholarships to complete Years 11 and 12, and Hope in a Suitcase, a charity which supports children in out of home care.

3. International Service – Mark Pinoli, director 
Our headline international project in recent years was the rebuilding and equipping of the surgical wing of the Kampong Speu Hospital in Cambodia.  Former director Peter Lugg, an Orthopaedic Surgeon, frequently visits this disadvantaged region of Cambodia to operate on patients and improve the skills of local medical staff.  Funds were raised by a wealthy donor in Perth to rebuild the surgical wing at Kampong Speu Hospital.  Our Club’s involvement was to help equip the facility through Rotary Donations-in-Kind (DIK).    
In Timor Leste we have been involved in several projects in the remote Baguia region in partnership with other Rotary clubs.  This assistance has included scholarships for students to complete their secondary education and undertake a technical course in Dili; a menstrual hygiene program for school girls, and the provision of water tanks and toilet facilities. The club is currently funding, in partnership with the Rotary Club of Lakes Entrance, a SkyHydrant water purification plant for a school in the Fatuberliu sub-district of Timor Leste.
The club has supported the Lille Fro children’s education project in the remote Ladakh region of India since its inception in 2009. This year the Club recently donated money towards the cost of completing Little Seeds House, a boarding facility for children who otherwise need to undertake a long, dangerous journey to school each day. 
The Club is helping to organise a fund-raising dinner in support of the work of the Afghan Women’s Organisation Victoria which assists recently arrived Afghan women and their families.

4. Vocational Service - Vincent Chen, director
Each year we organise Enterprise Forums featuring speakers on the theme of innovation.  Recent forums include a presentation by Robert Klupacs, CEO of Bionics Institute, who spoke about developments in bionics as a non-invasive method of diagnosing and treating chronic disease.
Vocational visits to innovative worksites are also held during the year.  
Club members are encouraged to contribute articles to the Club Bulletin on their vocational experience and current trends in their vocations.
The Club recently instituted, in conjunction with the University of Melbourne, the Rotary Hawthron Peter Doherty Prize for Infection and Immunity Travel. The prize, worth $5,000 p.a over five years, will be awarded annually to a high achieving University of Melbourne PhD student undertaking research at the Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity. The prize will enable the students to advance their PhD research by attending a local or overseas conference.

Other vocationally oriented activities are carried out at Auburn High School in conjunction with the Youth Services committee (see below).

5. Youth Service – Doug McLean, director
The Club partners with Auburn High School in providing resources that would not otherwise be available to the school and to individual students in financial need.
Each year members and friends of the Club volunteer to act as interviewers in simulated job interviews for Year 9 students.  The interviews are part of the school’s ‘Education for Life’ curriculum.
The Club provides scholarships to enable financially disadvantaged students at the school to complete their secondary studies.  We also fund students to attend the National Youth Science Forum, the Santos Science Experience program, and to participate in Rotary’s Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) debating program.
The Club is exploring with the school the possibility of setting up an Alumni group.
The Club sponsored a student from MLC to attend the equivalent of year 10 in France as part of the Rotary Student Exchange program.

6. Rotary Foundation – Anne Scott, director
Club members are encouraged to donate to the Rotary Foundation, one of the largest international charitable organisations.  The Club and its members donate an average amount per member to the Foundation each year which is significantly higher than the average for Clubs in our Rotary District.
The Club also enters a team in the annual Rotary ‘Walk to End Polio’ campaign each October.
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