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Our Leaders for the New Rotary Year 

John F. Germ 

Rotary International President 2016-17 

Rotary Club of Chattanooga 

Tennessee, USA 

John F. Germ is board chair and chief executive officer of Campbell and Associ-
ates Inc., consulting engineers. He joined the firm as an engineer in 1965 after 
four years in the U.S. Air Force. He serves on the boards of several organizations, 
including the board and executive committee of the Public Education Foundation, 
Orange Grove Center Inc., and as board chair of Blood Assurance Inc. He also is founder and treasurer of the 
Chattanooga State Technical Community College Foundation and president of the Tennessee Jaycee Founda-
tion. 
He was Tennessee Young Man of the Year in 1970; Engineer of the Year, 1986; Volunteer Fundraiser of the 
Year, 1992; and Tennessee Community Organizations Volunteer of the Year, 2009. He is a recipient of the Boy 
Scouts Silver Beaver Award and the Arthritis Foundation Circle of Hope Award. In 2013, the White House recog-
nized him as a Champion of Change. 
John joined Rotary in 1976 and has served Rotary as vice president, director, Foundation trustee and vice chair, 
aide to the Foundation trustee chair, chair of Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge, RI Board Executive Committee 
member, RI president’s aide, Council on Legislation representative and chair, membership zone coordinator, 
chair of numerous committees, area coordinator, RI training leader, and district governor. 
He has received RI’s Service Above Self Award and The Rotary Foundation’s Citation for Meritorious Service and 
Distinguished Service Award. He and his wife, Judy, are Benefactors and members of the Arch Klumph Society 
of The Rotary Foundation. They have four children and six grandchildren. 

Bruce Lakin  
 
District 9685 Governor 2016-17 
 

Rotary Club of Pittwater 

Bruce Lakin joined the Rotary Club of Pittwater in 2003. Since joining the Club, Bruce 
has served on the Board as Director for Vocational Service, Community Service, Club 
Service, Membership, International and Foundation.   
Bruce served as Club President in 2008/9 with the Club earning a Presidential Citation 
in that year. He returned as President in 2009/10.  He served as Assistant Governor for 
the Peninsular Zone in 2009/10 and completed a second term in 2013/14. 
In 2011 Bruce was elected to the District 9680 District Administration Committee as a 
Zone representative and remained on the Committee until the formation of District 
9685.  He was then elected to a 3 year term as Zone representative on the District 9685 Committee of the Asso-
ciation. 
He is a Paul Harris fellow and a Centurion. 
Bruce and Bette Lakin have a long and very happy marriage.  They enjoy being parents of three daughters 
and three sons-in-law together with being grandparents to four most delightful grand-daughters. 
Following a 46 year career in Information Technology, Bruce is known as an Industry Veteran.  Commencing as 
a Machine Tabulator feeding punch cards into mechanical monsters, he enjoyed many roles culminating in serv-
ing for 15 years as Chief Executive of several international IT companies. 
Bruce is a retired officer in the Australian Army Reserve, having served in the Royal Australian Infantry 1973-
1984.  He is an active ocean racer with his yacht (the mighty Una Vita!) enjoying the occasional success. He is 
an irregular and erratic golfer and now a less frequent squash player but continues to be an excellent baby-sitter 
and international traveller. 
Bruce is looking forward to making a positive contribution to District 9685.  His immediate objective is to work to 
ensure that Rotarians obtain maximum enjoyment and satisfaction from their Rotary lives while we all try to do 
some good in the World. 
 



REPORT OF THE CHANGEOVER MEETING - 27th JUNE 

 There were 48 in attendance for our 57th Changeover last Monday evening. A number of special guests included 

Hornsby Mayor Steve Russell, Assistant Governor Trish Wetton, Liesel McGrath from Hornsby Hospital, Diana Morison from 

St Lucy’s School, Dr Minal Menzies, Severine Pereira and Dr Vingzhang Tong from the PKU Research unit at Westmead. A 

number of past members were present to witness the changeover from President Ian Chappel to our first lady president, 

Pam Hudson. But we had all come along to celebrate the achievements of our club over the past 12 months. 

 The meeting was ably chaired by Phil Stanton with contributions to the proceedings by Alex Thomas (Rotary Grace), 

John Ellis (Loyal Toast), Terry Pankhurst (Toast to Our Partners), and Theo Glockemann (Toast to Rotary International) - all 

of which were very well received. The toast to our partners was responded to in her inimitable style by Wendy Bell who 

then gave a brief account of the Rotaryannes’ involvement during the year. Wendy finished by presenting incoming Presi-

dent Pam’s husband with some liquid refreshment and an invitation to join in Rotaryanne activities in the coming year! 

 In between times, the meal was served - Grilled Barramundi or Herb crusted Rack of 

Lamb. President Ian then presented his report. In it he highlighted what Rotary is all about 

both at an international level and at the club level. He went on to detail many of the activi-



 

DATE PROGRAM SPEAKER CHAIRMAN REPORTER 

JULY 11 
THE PRIDE OF  

WORKMANSHIP PROJECT 
DAVID FIRTH JIM FRASER MICHAEL BRADLEY 

JULY 18 T B A T B A  T B A  IAN CHAPPEL 

JULY 25 T B A T B A  T B A  JOHN ELLIS 

THE FORWARD PROGRAM 

A few photos from Changeover last Monday LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  

Total 46 

Members attendance 94.4% 

 

Apologies: David Walsh 

 

Special Guests: Steve Russell, Mayor of Hornsby; Di-

ana Morison, St Lucy’s School; Liesel McGrath, Hornsby 

Hospital; Dr Minal Menzies, Severine Pereira & Dr 

Vingzhang Tong, PKU Research Unit. 

 

Guests: 


