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 Introduction 

The Rotary Awards for Vocational Excellence were inaugurated in 1982 by the Rotary 
District 9685 Vocational Service Committee.  The first Awards were presented to 
three candidates at the 1983 District Conference in Bathurst by PDG Graham 
Turnidge. 
 
The concept was accepted by the Clubs of District 9685 in subsequent years as an in-
tegral part of their Vocational Service program. 

Aims 

The aims of the Award are: 

 To recognise VOCATIONAL EXCELLENCE of the highest order and to honor outstanding contribution by indi-
viduals or small teams of individuals for significant advancement in their vocational field in Australia. 

 To inspire further enthusiasm and to give added reward to the exceptional achievers. 

 To set an example to others, particularly youth, of the need to strive for VOCATIONAL EXCELLENCE for the 
benefit of their discipline and Australia. 

 Nominees should preferably reside and /or carry out their vocation within the boundaries of District 9685 
 

Some Past Awardees 

  Dr Victor Chang, John Newcombe, Roger Climpson, Ruth Cracknell, Father Chris Riley,  

  Nancy Bird Walton, Detective Superintendent Deborah Wallace, Nicholas Cowdery 

FELLOWS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTIFY ATTENDANCE OFFICER, JACK REID, IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND A CLUB 

MEETING AND YOU NEED TO DO THIS BY NOON ON THE SATURDAY BEFORE THE MEETING. THE NUMBER TO 

RING IS ON THE INSIDE BACK COVER OF THE CLUB DIRECTORY AND ON THE FRONT PAGE OF SPOKES. SHOULD 

YOU NEED TO APOLOGISE AFTER THIS TIME YOU CAN PHONE THE GOLF CLUB ON MONDAY MORNING. 

 

August is Rotary’s Membership and New Club Development Month, when we recognize our members 

and the work they do with clubs in our communities and around the world. 

This year, we invite you to join Haresh Ramchandani, governor of District 7020 in the Caribbean, for a 

webinar, Revitalize and Rethink Your Rotary Club: Crafting Your Member Experience, on Wednesday, 

24 August, 11:00 Chicago time (UTC-5). (This is 2.00am Thursday 25th August here in Sydney!) 

The webinar will explore ways that clubs can enhance meetings and revitalize members’ experiences. It 

will include new ideas and options for clubs since the 2016 Council on Legislation’s decisions, along with 

examples that clubs are now trying. The webinar will end with a question-and-answer session with Ram-

chandani. 

You can register now for the webinar. 

 

 The District Vocational Excellence Awards are presented each year at the District Con-
ference. At last week’s meeting our club decided to propose a likely awardee this year. 
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Rotary Meeting Report 

8
th
 August, 2016 

 This was a Club Forum meeting at which the president and board were able to talk and discuss 
plans for the various activities for the year. President Pam chaired the meeting, giving everyone an op-
portunity to comment on programs and projects coming up. 

 President Pam encouraged all members to consider enrolling in the Rotary Leadership Institute 
training sessions coming up. The courses run for 3 full days, usually on Saturdays or Sundays. Presi-
dent Elect Alex Thomas and Past President Ian Chappel have both completed the course, and both 
spoke in glowing terms of both the content and the format used. The number of participants in each 
course is quite small—usually around 10—and both commented on friendships made with the other 
participants. The next courses are Course 36: Saturday 20/8/16; 17/9/16; 1/10/16; and                  
Course 37: Sunday 18/9/16; 9/10/16; 30/10/16. 

 Next up was John Ellis with his Youth Chair hat on. He and Pam have met the new principal at 
Pennant Hills High School, Ross Warren who was previously deputy principal at Castle Hill High 
School. John & Pam outlined the various programs that our club promote in the school and explained 
that at different times we have failed to gain much support for our efforts. He was very receptive to their 
approach and undertook to support our efforts in the future. 

 John went on to explain that 2 of our nominations for National Youth Science Forum had been 
successful - one from Pennant Hills High School and the other from Normanhurst High School. With a 
cost of $3,069 each, this would double the amount our club has to pay on a 50% subsidy basis. Both 
families are aware of our offer of 50%. After general discussion, it was decided that we should pay the 
50% less any grant the families might receive through the Youth Training Grant Scheme provided by 
Hornsby Council. 

 Next to speak was PP Ian Chappel with his Australian Rotary Health hat firmly in place - or was it 
that dreaded beanie! He announced that the ARH Annual Hat Day this year will be on 7th October. After 
discussion with the president, he has earmarked Monday 10th October as a Partners’ Night at which 
the theme will be HATS and there will be a charge of $5 each on top of our regular dinner fee, this extra 
charge being a donation towards the research ‘helping the one in five Australians affected by depres-
sion, anxiety, schizophrenia and many other illnesses.’ 

 Yours truly then spoke of an offer of surplus primary school library books from Oatlands Public 
School. This is the third time we have received offers of books. Originally we took them to the Ranfuly 
Book Project and they went to schools in the Pacific area. However, as this project has ceased opera-
tion, we needed to find another recipient. Through the RAWCS website we identified a project in Kenya 
which a club in Melbourne is engaged in. The members agreed that the books be packed and sent to 
Melbourne at a projected cost of $120. (I can now report that the books have been sent parcel post at a 
cost of $82.55.) 

 One item discussed but omitted till now was the participation by 8 of our 
members & partners in marshalling at this Sunday’s CITY2SURF. The posi-
tions on the course had been notified - it was noted that Terry Pankhurst had 
been allocated 2 spots about half a kilometre apart - good luck Terry! But the 
really good news was that we would all go in together in Peter Hudson’s 4 
wheel drive, meeting at their home at 5am Sunday as we have to be at our 
posts by 6.30am! Alex was invited to say a prayer on Sunday for us - that we 
would all survive this ungodly early morning start. The club project funds will 
be boosted by $75 per person marshalling on behalf of Rotary. 

 I can now report that the CITY2SURF escapade was successfully completed in record time! Note 
that none of us were actually competing. Those who took part were Pam & Peter Hudson, Maureen & 
Terry Pankhurst, Theo Glockemann, Ian Chappel, John Ellis and myself. It was a chilly start but the day 
turned out to be fine and sunny. I am amazed at how quickly the wheelchair and first elite athletes cover 
the course. My position was about 9 kilometres from the start and the first wheelchair arrived within 20 
minutes and the first runner took about 25 minutes to reach my post. Approximately 80,000 people fol-
lowed over the ensuing 4hours or so. A good time was had by us all even though Theo was deprived of 
sustenance and the obligatory tee shirt—maybe next year Theo?    Reporter David Firth 



 

DATE PROGRAM SPEAKER CHAIRMAN REPORTER 

AUG 22 TBA TBA ADRIAN BELL THEO GLOCKEMANN 

AUG 26 DAFFODIL DAY SELLING ITEMS AT  PENNANT HILLS  6.00 to 9.00AM 

AUG 29 
PENNANT HILLS PUBLIC 

SCHOOL & OUR CLUB 
JAMIE DAVIDSON DAVID FIRTH JOHN ELLIS 

SEPT 9 DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S OFFICIAL ZONE VISIT               
PENNANT HILLS GOLF  

CLUB 

A SOCIAL NIGHT 
WITH PARTNERS 

SEPT 19 
JOINT MEETING WITH 

BEECROFT 

ROSS PIPER 

CEO - WORLD VISION 
PRES DAVID ELLYARD PAT PARKER 

OCT 15 

To 

DEC 17 

OUR CHRISTMAS TRAILER 

RAFFLE TICKET SELLING 

COMMENCING AT  

PENNANT HILLS  

MARKETPLACE 

WE WILL BE 

CIRCULATING A 

ROSTER SOON 

THERE ARE 
10 SELLING DAYS - 
ALL SATURDAYS 

THE FORWARD PROGRAM 

 

MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

BIRTHDAYS 

Nil 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Nil 

 

INDUCTION ANNIVERSARIES 

Alex Thomas on August 17th - 1 year ago 

 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  

Member attendance 72.2% 

Apologies: Jim Fraser, Ian Huckel, David 

 Walsh, Peter Wilson 

Guest Speaker: Nil  

Guests: Nil 

Rotarian Guests: Nil 

Leave of Absence: Graeme Ashdown 

 

THE QUOTE FOR THE WEEK 

“For when the great scorer comes to write against your name, He marks not that you won or lost but 

how you played the game.” Grantland Rice 

 

THE MAGICIAN AND THE PARROT 

There was a magician on a cruise ship and he was very 

good. 

He was performing on stage the highlight of his show 

when a parrot walked onstage and squawked “It’s in 

his sleeve!” The magician chased the bird away. 

The next day, before a slightly smaller audience, the 

same thing happened. 

The following day  during the performance, the magi-

cian saw the parrot in the crowd. Before he could 

chase the parrot away, the ship ran aground on rocks 

and sank. 

 


