Rotary Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 17, 2016
8:00 a.m. @ Gibson Financial Board Room
Attendees: Jennifer Saunders, Heidi Grindle, Paul Pangburn, Rachel Nobel, Mark Politte and Mike Sealander. 
Secretary Report
Heidi reported that 6 members currently have an attendance rate below 50%.  The Board felt it was important to encourage those six members to stay in the group and contribute and attend meetings as their schedules allow.  The Board would like to continue placing the $ 5.00 Foundation Giving on each invoice for yearly membership.  Members are encouraged to give more over the year; however, this worked very well last year in meeting the 100% giving goal.  Rachel shared with the Board her new career opportunity and the possible effect it will have on her attendance rate and schedule of progressing to President Elect.  She was encouraged to submit a request for a leave of absence from the Club while she directs her focus on adjusting to her new position.  Rachel’s new management team supported her desire to stay active in the Noontime Rotary; however, as the position is out of the City her immediate attendance rate may be affected.  Another possibility for Rachel is to request an exemption from attendance.  This new category allows a member to positively affect the attendance rate if they attend a meeting or perform a makeup; however, does not negatively affect the attendance rate if they miss meetings.    
Treasurer Report

There is still one member with outstanding dues.  There have been a few attempts to pay this invoice; however, ultimately the dues have not been satisfied.  The Board decided the best way to handle the situation is to bill that member for this year and last on the invoice being sent out in June.  The payment has been issued for the 2016 Annual Report.  Eaton and Peabody files this report for the Club each year free of charge; the Club pays only the filing fee assessed by the Secretary of State for filing the annual report. 
Scholarships
Paul stated the Board voted to award two additional scholarships this year.  This would increase the four budgeted scholarships to 6 scholarships this year.  Paul received 14-15 scholarship applications.  The Board is hopeful moving forward to fund 6 scholarships each year between the budget and receipt of grant funds.  There was a very lengthy compassionate discussion on awarding the scholarships exclusively to the seniors who are members of the high school mentoring program.  Members shared their thoughts on this topic.  Paul will try to add a program to the student meetings next year that incorporates a hands-on activity where the students fill out the Noontime Rotary Scholarship along with other available scholarship applications.  The goal would be to have the students submit the applications to Paul following that meeting while learning about other financial aid opportunities available to them.  There was a long discussion on how to involve all students whether they pursue college, military, or a career following high school.  It was felt completing the scholarship form during the meeting would demonstrate networking in the professional world as well as could build strength in completing job applications. 
Grant
Jen has completed the grant application for the scholarship fund.  If the Club receives any grant funds from this application process they will be applied to the scholarship awards presented next year.  The Club should hear shortly if they will be awarded any grant funds.  
Focus Group
There are two companies scheduled for a focus group at this time.  A prep session has been scheduled for May 26, 2016 to finalize the process for one of the companies to be ready for a focus group session on June 9, 2016.  There are two more companies in line to progress through the prep sessions.  It was exciting for the Board to learn that there is the potential for four businesses to benefit from the focus group sessions in the next budget cycle.   
Next Board Meeting          

The next Board Meeting will be held on June 21, 2016 at 8:00 AM at Gibson Financial Solutions. 

 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 AM.
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