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In-Person Meeting with Ontario Bar Association 
 
At our club’s monthly in-person meeting on April 13th, we welcomed Brenda Hollingsworth, 
Second Vice-President of the Ontario Bar Association who gave an engaging presentation on 
the Rule of Law, highlighting its importance in daily life and its role in protecting democratic 
values and the public interest. Thank you Brenda for coming to our meeting! 
 

 

 

Dictionaries for Life - Thank you Letter from Students 
The Community Service Committee is pleased to share the delightful thank you letters that we 
received from some of the students at Viscount Alexander Public School.  Every year, the Rotary 
Club of Ottawa delivers dictionaries to third grade students at four area schools, including Viscount 
Alexander PS.  These books are distributed under the Dictionary4Life (D4L) Program.  D4L is an 
international literacy project which was started by the Rotary Club of Battersea in the UK.  This 
year, our club plans to provide approximately 120 books to students at 4 local schools.  We would 
also like to acknowledge the leadership and support provided by the Rotary Club of West Ottawa 

https://dictionary4life.com/


over the past many years.  Our colleagues at the Rotary Club of West Ottawa are responsible for 
coordinating the purchase, transportation and distribution of the dictionaries for participating 
clubs from District 7040 and 7810 (Thank you!).    

  

 
Online Meeting - Presentation by Bente Van Vliet, our Inbound Exchange Student 
 

On April 27,  our inbound exchange 
student, Bente gave us a presentation on 
her year in Canada so far. Bente is 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Algard in 
Norway and arrived in Ottawa in August 
2025 and will be heading back home in 
early June. Bente spoke about her 
amazing experiences, all of the people she 
met, her host families, the places she 
visited and her thoughts on Canada and 
Ottawa. She thanked our club for allowing 
her to have the best year of life and to 
discover alot about herself.  

 

 



Fellowship - Bowling Night 

On April 23, a group of club members met at Daniel O’Connell’s Pub 
and listened to the great Irish band and then played a game of 
bowling at West Park Bowl. It was even Ruedy and Esmeralda’s first 
time bowling and we were joined by Andre, the Brazilian exchange 
student. What a fun time! 

 

Please join us for future club fellowship activities. 

 

 

 

Adventure in Citizenship Corner - AIC 2026: Building on Past Success 

By Faris Ouattara 

As many of you know, for over 70 years, Adventure in Citizenship (AIC) has 
been successfully providing opportunities for more than 150 senior high 
school students to deepen their understanding and appreciation of 
Canadian citizenship. 
Each year, AIC has celebrated memorable moments that define the 
program. Some of these key highlights continue to be integrated in the 
4-day event such as the visit to the House of Commons, a fun 
French-Canadian cultural evening, an impressive talent show and a moving 
conclusion to the program with the Citizenship Ceremony. 
In 2026, we are building on this strong foundation with a few new and 
renewed initiatives. This year, the program will feature a meal provided by a 
local Indigenous business, Madahoki, a return of the thought-provoking 

and inspiring Meet and Greet with Members of Parliament, and a creative session where students 
can reflect and express their learnings through art. We are also excited to have participation from 
youth flying in from at least one of the northern Territories. 
As we prepare for the event, we sincerely want to thank the volunteers who have, are, and will 
dedicate their time and energy to AIC 2026. Your efforts will help continue this proud legacy and 
make this year another inspiring chapter for young Canadians. 
Check out our newest 1 minute promotional video that was shown at the District 7040 
Conference this month:  https://youtu.be/daAYA9YxPxc  

This year’s Adventure in Citizenship Week is being organized by members of the Adventure in Citizenship 
Committee, including: Laurel, Geralyn, Margot, Sherri, Reid, John, Carina, Mari-Anne and François  

 

https://youtu.be/daAYA9YxPxc


 

Save the Date - Year-End BBQ & Club’s 110th Anniversary 

We are planning for our year-end BBQ to be on Saturday, June 6th at Vincent Massey Park. This is a 
special year as our club turns 110 years old on May 1st. Attendance will be free of charge and more 
details to come soon. 

 
REMINDER Membership Engagement - Fill out the Survey 

 We want to hear from you, and also help you get involved!  

●​ Club Survey on meeting times and format. Let us know how you like club meetings, and give 
us your thoughts on some creative ideas. 

●​ Join the Fellowship Committee - we have 1 member planning to join, and would love to 
welcome 1 more! We meet once a month online to plan events.  

 

 

Volunteers Needed - Type 1 Diabetes Walk on June 20th 
 

We are in need of 6-8 club members to volunteer running the BBQ at the Type 1 Diabetes Walk that 
raises money for research. The commitment would be from about 10:00am to 1:30pm on Saturday, 
June 20th at Andrew Hayden Park. Details of the walk can be found here: Ottawa/Gatineau - 
Breakthrough T1D Walk  

Please contact Francois Marier at frmarier@rogers.com if you are interested in volunteering. 

 

https://clicks.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.ZQfHJRMhlsdvE5kmzyjsAV7Rm1cYNWs-2BRo2hKOqLDLhZZ4oZ9-2BBn345-2FQAg0gUjwkbqaqFdiy8rtkz2patA2FRQQO7B8Lte8y17ziy85xk4IU0DByqj2MEjeBwNgs9oeyVaA26QqzdCizWfS51lqHZP8TUvPuiZKjs7UJeLmD2daK9JlfnoHxREI4pF-2B6GcUQ-2BE7nkeV7mVUO9AotfGJLQ-3D-3DCYvj_kQEPkng9cmvGHOP2k66ljcrtBo0q82SC8AgsshCPez-2BkYiTLuOiqWwrCOvVXgnTXASDB9Hkzf2t4H1cn9reOTb0Grdtst7d4B4UcKoPj-2BzUwRZ6-2BxwZswi11gywrweiEN8bIU5HzTklBmR9x9B4ahsEx6C-2FQWiXiD-2BS3Q-2BVGQ9UvEqbJPsWQZZ6ypZHGG35UZf3GUFcZm-2BCUMp8AqTNsESc74tK8OaWVYwICnh0S9rv7XDogPuUoJ35ETk2o9FHqFE47AmIC5A4HY93ErYgyjDBLiwFZZnRi-2B6DCH-2BJc9Giz3jUAqgz-2BMuCBU4CpAZvYuiVk8c5-2FXZWLUIcPY7nbIrK8M1FZmoGPkeQa5LfNwo4-3D
https://breakthrought1d.akaraisin.com/ui/2026BreakthroughT1DWalk/g/OttawaGatineau
https://breakthrought1d.akaraisin.com/ui/2026BreakthroughT1DWalk/g/OttawaGatineau
mailto:frmarier@rogers.com


 
Meet Your Fellow Club Members 

In this monthly feature, we spotlight fellow Club members so you can get to know them.  
 
John Heckbert 

John Heckbert is the Executive Director at Operation Come 
Home, a local community agency that helps youth in the 
homelessness system. Throughout his career, John has 
worked exclusively within non-profit organizations and has 
been active with Ottawa-based social service organizations 
for the past 12 years. In that time, John has served as a staff 
member, a volunteer driver for Meals on Wheels, a member 
of non-profit boards, and a public spokesperson for project 
step, an organization that works to prevent harms to youth 
from substance use.  
  
John has two children, Johnny (12) and Lukas (10) with his 
wife Johanna.  Originally from Toronto, John came to Ottawa 

in 2011 after his wife accepted a new position at Carleton University.  John is also a graduate of the 
University of Waterloo and the University of Toronto.  When not active in the community, John 
enjoys soccer, fishing, cycling, running, and trying to keep up with his children. 
 

 
 

https://4grj2.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7ntP9aUwd40AZS5kzHDGBN4/e2be9qUQsjQA
http://www.unite4leb.com


 

Rotary Club of Ottawa Website 

 
News from around Rotary International 

 
Progress report: Partners for a 
Malaria-Free Zambia | Rotary 
International  
 
Care close to home | Rotary 

International  
 
So you want to end polio? | Rotary 
International  
 
World Cup mania envelops Rotary | Rotary 
International  

 
 

Club Events for May  
  
Due to the Adventure in Citizenship program 
happening in May, we have limited other events. 
 
May 11: In-Person Club Meeting 
12:00-1:00pm at Jack Purcell Community Centre 
with Ally Buck of Shelterbox Canada 

 
Club Executive Meeting Update 

 
The Club’s Executive Board met on April 9 and 
discussed the following items: 

●​ Ontario Not-for-Profit Act 
●​ Fundraising 
●​ Membership engagement 
●​ Peace projects proposal 
●​ Committee updates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in Joining a Committee? 
 
Our club has several committees and we need you, 
the club members to roll up your sleeves and join 
one to see the impact of Rotary’s work. Our 
committees include: 

1.​ Community Service Committee - Robert 
Therrien, Chair 

2.​ International Service Committee - Ché 
Weist, Chair 

3.​ New Generations Committee - André 
Bourdon, Chair 

4.​ Fellowship Committee - Sherri Daly, Chair 
5.​ Adventure in Citizenship Committee - 

Laurel Hubber and Geralyn Klassen, 
Co-chairs 

 
We are also looking to restart a Membership 
Committee and a Fundraising Committee.  
 
Let us know if you want to join any of these. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rotaryottawa.com/
https://www.rotary.org/en/progress-report-partners-for-a-malaria-free-zambia
https://www.rotary.org/en/progress-report-partners-for-a-malaria-free-zambia
https://www.rotary.org/en/progress-report-partners-for-a-malaria-free-zambia
https://www.rotary.org/en/care-close-to-home
https://www.rotary.org/en/care-close-to-home
https://www.rotary.org/en/so-you-want-to-end-polio
https://www.rotary.org/en/so-you-want-to-end-polio
https://www.rotary.org/en/world-cup-mania-envelops-rotary
https://www.rotary.org/en/world-cup-mania-envelops-rotary
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