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All the News that Fits We Print

At the Bell
As Winter Solstice, Hanukkah and Christmas quickly approach, the Rotary Club of Sebastopol held its last
regular meeting of year 2011 on Friday, Dec. 16.
Steve Prandini led the club in The Pledge of Allegiance and Karen Daniels led the singing of America the
Beautiful.
Rev. Gene Nelson offered an illuminating thought for the day about candles and the many symbolisms
attached to them — especially at this time of the Holiday Season.

Visiting Rotarians and Guests
We had two visiting Rotarians, Ernie Grier, of Oakmont and Fred Kenyon from Petaluma Downtown.
Several guests were introduced, including students from the
various local Rotary Interact
clubs. Ken Jacobs’ daughter
Claire introduced her
classmates, Jemma, Noa, and
Aja who also were selling
Greeting Cards for their AdoptA-Family fundraising.
Pauline Pellini introduced two Brookhaven Interact members, Amanda and Shannon.
Other guests included Evelyn Farrell (Tom’s wife), Judy Stupfel (Norm’s wife),
Jerry Warren’s wife, Kay, Gary Thompson, and Lillian, Anna and Daniel Judd, members of
Dennis Judd’s family. Troy McAdams introduced his wife Nicole and Future Club President Edwin Wilson introduced
his wife and honorary club member Diana.

Announcements
Club President Aleia Coate thanked Pauline Pellini and her family for hosting the Club’s
Holiday Party last Saturday. She gave Pauline two gift certificates and she also thanked
party chairman Steve Prandini who acknowledged his helpers and committee members,
including Kathy Mayhew, Ken Silveira, Troy and Nicole McAdams, Rick “Santa Claus”
Wilson, his “elf” Cindy, Brad Benedetti, and Paul Thielen.

Future Programs
December 23rd & December 30th-DARK
th
January 6 , 2012
Speaker:
Maureen Merrill
Program:
District Governor’s Visit
Host:
Linda Sinkay
th
January 13
Speaker:
John Blount
Program:
RI Committee on Communication
th
January 20
Speaker:
Sheriff Department Personnel
Program:
Sonoma Co. Sheriff’s Rescue
Helicopter
Host:
Mike Ferguson
th
January 27
Speaker:
Sharon Smith
Program:
Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA)
Host:
Kent Seegmiller
rd
February 3
Speaker:
Mary McEachron
Program:
The Buck Institute
Host:
Tom Boag
th
February 10
Speaker:
Chris Coursey, et al.
Program:
2012 Amgen Bicycle Tour of
California
Host:
Richard Power
th
February 17
Speaker:
Carol Rathman
Program:
Forget Me Not Farm

Future Events
District Governor Maureen Merrill Reception

President Aleia called upon Bill Cole
for the bourbon balls which he brought to
the party. They were so popular, Aleia
thought Bill should be recognized for
$35.
She agreed to reduce the
recognition to $30 if he supplied the
recipe.

Aleia also acknowledged Santa Rick
for $25 and she flashed a photo of
Pete Hill sitting on Santa Rick’s lap.
Rick called it a “religious experience”.
Adopt-A-Family
Pauline Pellini and Emily Buller reminded all the club members of
this year’s Adopt-a-Family gift wrapping session (Saturday, Dec. 17)
at the Sebastopol Firehouse.
(See the photos later in this
newsletter. –Ed.) Emily said the club, along with the four Interact
clubs and the donations of the Wine
Country Real Estate Group, is delivering
gifts and food baskets to 24 families with
66 children—
the most of
any previous
year.

Location: Sonoma Bank, 201 N. Main St., Seb.
th

January 5 , 2012 from 6-8 p.m.
HAPPY HOUR AT GTO’s Seafood House
(3rd Friday of the Month), 234 South Main, Seb.
NEXT HAPPY HOUR AT GTO’s – JANUARY 20, 2012

Crab Feed is February 11th, 2012
Sebastopol Holy Ghost Hall

Miscellany
rd

NEXT Board Meeting (3 Wednesdays)
Location:
Mike Long Office, 7724 Healdsburg Ave, Seb.
Date/Time:

Wednesday January 18th, 5:30 p.m.
Web Site for Make-Up Locations
www.rotary5130.org/meeting_locations.shtml

MAKEUP NOTIFICATIONS – Send to JOHN
BLASCO at jcblasco@comcast.net
On-line Make-Ups: www.RotaryEClubOne.org
Interact Make-Ups
Analy High:
12:35 Wed. In the Choir Room
Brook Haven: 12:40, 1st & 3rd Thurs., Rm. 4
(Check-in @ Front Office first)
Hillcrest:
12:20, Every 3rd Tues., Rm. 6
CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM MEETINGS
Appleknocker Archive
www.sebastopolrotary.org then Click on Bulletin

Sebastopol Rotary Carpool Website
http://budurl.com/f8mk

Emily
recalled her
days as a
young Interactor and the lessons she
gained
from
her
Adopt-a-Family
experience. “No matter how bad you
think you have it, you come to find that
there are those who have it much worse than you. It makes you
even more grateful for everything.”
Aleia asked Pauline to continue standing as she recognized here
for a trip to Lake Tahoe, a wedding trip to Houston and for the arrival
earlier this week of her second
grandchild.
Crab Feed 2012
Tickets are still being sold for the 10th
annual Crab Feed on February 11, 2012.
Members can pick up extra tickets from
Dorothy Rodella at the Exchange Bank.
Troy McAdams asked club members to
make donations to the Crab Feed raffle.
Call him at 823-1584.

Happy New Year, District Governor Reception January 6
Aleia reminded all club members that the club will be dark on Dec. 23 and 30. On Jan. 6, District Governor Maureen
Merrill will make her official visit to the club and a reception will be held the evening prior at a location to be announced.
(See Future Events for the answer. –Ed.)

Youth Exchange Student Report
Tom Lambert introduced Rae Schultz who spent her
2010-2011 school year in Taiwan. The very poised young
woman was the first Exchange Student from District 5130
to be sent to Taiwan. Rae offered the club a photo tour of
her year in Taipei, Taiwan where she learned to speak
and write Mandarin Chinese.
Rae said she was very impressed with the Taiwan
students who attend school from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
throughout the week, with many students staying even
later for extra work.

Recognitions and Fines
Birthdays
The club has triplets! Mike Ferguson, Dick Zimmer, and Bill Cole
all share Dec. 20 as a birthday. They also share their good looks,
which when split three ways, doesn’t go very far.
Guenter Meiburg doesn’t share his
birthday with anyone in the club. It’s on
Dec. 22.
Aleia’s Closet….
Fined last week for not cleaning her
closet during her recent vacation,
President Aleia offered proof during the meeting that she had
finally cleaned her closet. More than half the club did not seem
overly impressed.

The Raffle
Tim Moore had the winning number and the losing spin of the
wheel of fortune.

PROGRAM
Club member Dennis Judd introduced his mother Lillian, a
WWII Holocaust survivor who recently published a book entitled,
“From Nightmare To Freedom, Healing After The Holocaust.".
The book is filled with family photos as well as a collection of
images from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
As a young girl Lillian and her Jewish family from
Czechoslovakia were taken to Auschwitz Concentration Camp
by the German Nazis. Her grandfather and other members of
her family died in the camp. Her story is full of both horror and
hope as she eventually survived with two of her sisters.
Asked why she wrote her book she answered, “I’m trying to
teach young people and others to get rid of their anger; that
anger will always lead to bad things”.
She said, “Please read my book and keep the story of the
Holocaust alive”.
Son Dennis said that, while he was growing up, his mother
never talked much about her days in Auschwitz and the other
concentration camps. “I always noticed there was like this
15 year gap in my family. We never had grandparents or other relatives of that generation. They were all gone but we
didn’t know why until Mom started telling her story.”
Lillian and her sisters lived in the German concentration camps for 1 1/2 years, finally walking to freedom after the
Germans were defeated.

The Closing Bell
President Aleia thanked Lillian Judd for her moving presentation and presented her with a donation to Polio Plus in her
honor. She then adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m.

After The Bell
Many thanks to Rollie Atkinson for his Scribe efforts this month and also to Dick Zimmer for huge quantities of great
pictures. We were busy with Santa duties this week so we took the liberty of delaying distribution of the AppleKnocker.
Since the club is dark for the next two weeks, -Ed. will take some time off. All the best for the holidays. –Ed.

The ABC’s of Rotary
(Taken from “The ABCs of Rotary”, a Rotary International publication originally prepared by
Dr. Cliff Dochterman who was RI President in 1992-93)

#78: Special Rotary Observances
In the annual Rotary calendar several months and weeks are designated to emphasize major programs of Rotary
International.
●
January is Rotary Awareness Month. This is a time to expand knowledge of Rotary and its activities among our
membership and throughout the community.
●
February is designated as World Understanding Month. This month was chosen because it includes the
birthday of Rotary International, 23 February. During the month, Rotary clubs are urged to present programs
that promote international understanding and goodwill, as well as launch World community service projects in
other parts of the world.
●
World Rotaract Week is the week in which 13 March falls. It’s a time when Rotary clubs and districts highlight
Rotaract by joining in projects with their Rotaract clubs.
●
April is set aside as Magazine Month. Throughout the month, clubs arrange programs and activities that
promote the reading and use of The Rotarian magazine and the official regional magazines of Rotary.
●
June is Fellowships Month, a time to increase interest and membership in one of the dozens of Rotary
fellowships and celebrate the ideal of service through common hobbies and professions.
●
July is Literacy Month, a time for clubs to develop their own literacy projects, as well as raise awareness of
Rotarians’ efforts worldwide to eradicate illiteracy.
●
August is Membership and Extension Month, a time to focus on Rotary’s continuing need for growth, to seek
new members and form new clubs.
●
September is New Generations Month, when Rotary clubs of the world give special emphasis to the many
Rotary-sponsored programs that serve children and young people.
●
October is Vocational Service Month. During this period, clubs highlight the importance of the business and
professional life of each Rotarian and emphasize the Rotarian practice of high ethical standards.
●
November is Rotary Foundation Month. Clubs and districts call attention to the programs of The Rotary
Foundation and frequently cultivate additional financial support for the Foundation by promoting contributions
for Paul Harris Fellows and Sustaining Members.
●
World Interact Week, the week in which 5 November falls, is a time for sponsoring Rotary clubs to plan joint
projects with their Interact clubs.
Each of these special times serves to elevate the awareness among Rotarians of some of the excellent programs of
service to be found in the world of Rotary.
Organizing New Clubs and Extending Rotary Steady growth in new clubs is extremely important in extending the
worldwide programs and influence of Rotary International. In fact, in recent years, new clubs have been the impetus
in supporting membership increases. New Rotary clubs may be established anywhere in the world where the
fundamental principles of Rotary may be freely observed and wherever it can reasonably be expected that a
successful club can be maintained. For example, many of the new clubs formed since 1990 have been in the
emerging democracies in Eastern Europe. The RI Board of Directors must approve the extension of Rotary into
countries where clubs have not previously existed.
A club must be organized to serve a specific “locality” in which there are enough business or professional persons of
good character engaged in leadership, proprietary, or management positions and where there are opportunities for
Rotary service. A minimum of 40 potential classifications is necessary for a proposed new club, and from that list a
permanent membership of at least 20 members must be enrolled.
District governors are responsible for approving and monitoring the formation of new clubs. The governor appoints a
special representative to guide the organization of a new club, with the first step being to conduct a survey of the
locality to determine the potential for a new club. Among the requirements for a new club is the adoption of the
Standard Rotary Club Constitution, a minimum of 20 charter members with clearly established classifications, election
of officers, payment of a charter fee, weekly meetings of the provisional club, and the adoption of a club name that will
distinctly identify it with its locality. A provisional club becomes a Rotary club when its charter is approved by the RI
Board of Directors.
It is a great opportunity and special duty of all Rotarians to assist and cooperate in organizing new clubs. New clubs
strengthen Rotary’s long-term viability and its commitment to humanitarian service throughout the world.

Membership Moment
Yesterday I received a call from Steve Prandini asking if I would help drive some
Brookhaven Interact Members to buy holiday gifts for families in need. I had the
time, and since the original request came from Pauline Pellini, I jumped at the
opportunity to help. I showed up at Brookhaven, along with Steve Prandini,
Pauline Pellini, Aleia Coate and Brian Langerman. I was in for a real treat.
We had about twenty middle school age students who were prepared to go on this
shopping spree. I drove four girls (young women); they were all cheerful, polite and
anxious to participate in this service project. They seemed to really “get it”, that
they were doing something that could seriously impact the lives of those less
fortunate that they were. I watched as they all went through the items in the store,
discussing how they could buy the very best for the amount of money they had
budgeted for each recipient. They discussed the ages of those that would be
receiving the gifts and spent time to make sure the items they were purchasing
were age appropriate.
The other treat was watching Pauline and Aleia work with these young people; they
both communicated and moved within the group with such ease. They were not only respected, but
accepted by these young people. I was so impressed with the leadership that I witnessed from both of
these talented Rotarians.
When you have time, take a minute to thank Pauline and Aleia for the wonderful job they have done with
the Brookhaven Interact Program and the youth of our community. These Rotarians, along with our other
Rotarians who work with the Interact Programs at the other schools are leaving their mark on this
community in such a positive way…IT MAKES ME PROUD TO BE A ROTARIAN AND TO CALL
THESE ROTARIANS MY FRIENDS. — Harry Polley

INTERACT HOLIDAY PROGRAM 2011 – Adopt a Family
Interact Clubs: Analy, Brook Haven, Hillcrest, Orchard View
Saturday, December 17, 2011 at Sebastopol Fire Department
Organizers: Pauline Pellini, Emily Buller, David Schreibman, Troy McAdams

INTERACT HOLIDAY PROGRAM 2011 – Adopt a Family

50 Years Ago – Apple Knocker for December 29th, 1961

