David Still – Immigration Update
November 9th, 2012

Date:
Volume:

2012/13—Issue E11-19

Scribe Team:

-Ed., Barbara Beedon, Gene Nelson

Photography:

Larry Ford

Editor:

Tom Boag

Club President 2011/2012:

Edwin Wilson

“All the News that Fits We Print”

At the Bell
Harry Polley rang the bell at 12:15 to open the meeting. He asked Rick
Wilson to lead us all in The Pledge of Allegiance. Karen Daniels led us
in the usual rousing rendition of God Bless America. Frank Mayhew,
reflecting on recent elections, chose appropriate suggestions from Will
Rogers:
“Instead of giving money to found colleges to promote learning, why don’t
they pass a constitutional amendment prohibiting anybody from learning
anything? If it works as good as the Prohibition one did,
why, in five years, we would have the smartest race of
people on earth.”
“If you want to be successful, it’s just this simple.
Know what you are doing. Love what you are
doing. And believe in what you are doing.”

Visiting Rotarians and Guests
Bud Daveiro introduced visiting Rotarians Dan
Bornstein from Santa Rosa, and, from the
morning club, ADG Linda Sinkay, David MarkRaymond, and Michael McGlothlin – who, besides
running the pre-meeting Pinot for Polio table, was
celebrating his birthday.
Guests included David Mark Raymond’s guest, Linda
Patterson, retired Special education Principal for
Sonoma County Schools, and also Mike Ferguson’s
guest, Retired Police Chief of Petaluma, Pat Parks.
Announcements
Harry Polley then began the announcements with news that Monica Kretschmer’s S.O.,
John, had shoulder surgery yesterday and came out of it very well. Harry reminded us of sad
news, sent out on the club’s email distribution, that Mark Fink’s mother had passed away November 1 at age 88 and
asked us all to extend our condolences to Mark. He added that new member, Maurine Doerken, will be going in for heart
valve surgery on the fifteenth and we should keep her in our thoughts.

Harry then congratulated member Robert
Jacobs on being elected a new City
Councilman – stating that “Robert certainly
has his work cut out for him.”

Future Programs
November 16th
Speaker:
Program:
Host:

Dr. Joe Serra
Polio
John Blount

Harry also reminded us that President
Edwin Wilson had sent out an email
message about Hurricane Sandy detailing
ways that we can help with recovery efforts.

rd

November 23
DARK – NO MEETING

November 30th
Speaker:
Program:
Host:

Brad Howard
Touched by the Rotary
Foundation
Edwin Wilson

December 7th
Speaker:
Program:
Host:

Paul Vossen
Recent Trends in Sonoma
County Agriculture
Henry Alker

December 14th
Program:
Host:

Analy Choir
Diana Wilson
st

December 21 and December 28
DARK – NO MEETING

th

Future Events
Analy Community Makerspace Open House
th
Thursday, November 15 6:00- 8:00 p.m.
Analy Community Makerspace, 6950 Analy Ave.

Club Holiday Party, TBA, Friday, December 14

th

Interact Adopt-a-Family Project – TBA
th
Saturday December 15

Miscellany
Next Board Meeting
Location: Sebastopol Senior Center
Date/Time: Wednesday Nov.

14th, 5:45 p.m.

MAKEUP NOTIFICATIONS – Send to Jack BLASCO
jcblasco@comcast.net
On-line Make-Ups:

www.RotaryEClubOne.org

Interact Make-Ups
Analy High:
12:35 Wed. In the Choir Room
Brook Haven: 12:40, 1st & 3rd Thurs., Rm. 4
(Check-in @ Front Office first)
Hillcrest:
12:20, Every 3rd Tues., Rm. 6
CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM MEETINGS

Chris Dawson then came forward to
recognize member Frank Mayhew as a
special Rotarian who has made a special
contribution to the community. Frank has
served on the Board of Directors for Palm
Drive Hospital until last Monday (A
special cheer was heard here from
Kathie Mayhew.) Frank was there from
the start, being one of the group who
created the
Palm
Drive
Hospital Foundation. Frank joined the
Palm Drive Board in 2007 and has been
a tremendous friend to the hospital
since then. Chris related that, at a
Monday meeting of the Palm Drive
Board, Frank took a moment for a few
words and took that time to be critical of
one particular person, Rollie Atkinson,
who twisted Franks arm to get him
initially involved. Chris thanked Frank
for all his contributions to Palm Drive
and was joined in a standing round of
applause by all.
Linda Sinkay then announced that that the Rotary Club of
Sebastopol Sunrise is having its third annual Rotary Homecoming
next Wednesday where they will invite all their former members to
attend. She invited our members to attend.
Mike Ferguson announced several events
for the Rotary Foundation including that he
will be selling $100 tickets for the foundation
throughout the month. He then reminded us
that Michael McGlothlin is selling cases of
special Pinot Noir for Polio (see attached
sheet). Remember that $150 from each
case will be sent in your name to Polio Plus.
Mike also reminded us of the special Asante
Choir that entertained us last year and
mentioned that Pat Parks, who he had previously introduced, is
serving as the regional coordinator for the Asante Choir and that
they are planning a fundraiser on December 2 at the CYO Center
near Occidental. (See attached sheets for information.)
Harry Polley also reminded us that the Project Make Program at
Analy High School will be having an open house on Thursday,
November 15 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (see attachment)
Sebastopol Rotary Education Foundation is a major sponsor of this
program.

Recognitions
Birthdays:
The first Birthday was Russ Tighe’s. Harry asked “How many years?” and Russ
responded “Excuse me? I don’t hear very well.” Harry added “I don’t speak very
loud.” All was resolved with a $5 fine.
th

Steve Beck was fined $5 for his October 20 birthday that
he celebrated in Georgia.
David Schreibman also seemed
not to hear responding “Hi” after
Harry’s “Happy Birthday”. He
finally admitted that he spent the
day watching rainbows and
enjoying a day of his choice,
followed by a nice dinner. Cost
him $5.

Dan Rasmus admitted that his family took off to Disneyland so he was
finding something to do. “Probably read.” Fined $5.
Anniversaries:
th

Gene Nelson had an anniversary on September 11 . He got fined in
September also. Gene paid $5 for the anniversary and $10 for having it
wrong in ClubRunner.
Song of the Week:
Harry began this quiz with a hint: “In
recognition of the world champion San
Francisco giants we have a song of the
week – announced in the Apple Knocker” –
He then asked Karen Webb for the name of
the song of the week. She responded she
had no idea. “We are the Champions” by
Queen, the right answer, was offered by
Paul Yeomans. Karen was fined $5 for not
knowing the song but Paul got hit $10 for
answering out of turn.
Special Recognitions:
Kathie Mayhew was then accused of kidnapping someone, driving them all the way to Southern
California. There’s more to this story than a “hard of hearing” stand-in Scribe [-Ed.] could capture
but it seems that Kathie discovered that a friend of hers had never been to Disneyland and so they
conspired to take her there. They showed up at 8:00 a.m. on a Monday morning and drove to
Disneyland, staying that night with a college roommate. They had a great time and brought her
back to “Michael”. Claiming that she was “already paid up”, Kathie agreed to giving $100 to The
Rotary Foundation and that was deemed adequate for the offense.
Greg Jacobs has a new member in his family. Harry first asked him
what the score was on the Cal-Stanford game [Ahem! It’s “Big
Game”. –Ed.] He “did not get to go” since he was “working the
Lobster Feed”. Asked again, Greg responded 21 to 3, Stanford
winning. Back to the subject, he reported that his daughter gave birth to
her first child at Alta Bates hospital in Berkeley ─ Name is Isabella. A hospital room was
lavishly converted to a picnic event. Harry suggested a donation to the Rotary foundation but
Greg responded he “was already considering that since his Son in Law had discovered 7,000
new amphibian species of <something> and it was reported on National Public Radio and he
and his daughter had an article about a beetle…. Bottom line he paid $200 to the Foundation.

Dennis Judd’s was shown in an old photo, wearing a snazzy sailor’s uniform on a ship –
somewhere on a river near Kiev. More photos appeared to be from a classy wedding – lots of
smiles, a happy time – about $35 for the fine.
Dan Rasmus, Tom Dilley, six wheels on a new truck for $30, a new car
$30.
Les Crawford did about 30,000
miles of traveling this summer.
Harry seemed to be thinking about
$35 in fines so Les had to fill in the
blanks and tell about the trip. “After
retiring June 30, went to Oregon,
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Flathead
Lake, Grand Tetons then went to
France and Italy… Rented a motorcycle and went to
Tuscany.” [Hardship case! -Ed.]
Sarah Gurney starred in a Women in Business newspaper article. Paid $20.
Dorothy Rodella was featured in article in Sonoma West. $20.
Bob Hirsch took a one month motorcycle trip starting in Reno, then
to Tonopah, Las Vegas, then off to Redding to see a fish hatchery.
Harry tried to get Bob to reveal names of accomplices so Mike
Ferguson, Kenny , Bob Cary got stuck for $10 each.
Your Scribe Team didn’t hear the comments but a gory photo of
Harvey Henningsen with a large knife in his back reminded us that
Harvey recently underwent surgery at Stanford Medical Center –
the Day before Big Game.

The Raffle
Harry asked Michael McGlothlin to pick a
couple of raffle tickets and then read out the
first number “380305”.
City Councilman-elect,
Robert Jacob, had that ticket
and proceeded to draw the
winning Monopoly card.

The Program ─ David Still, “Immigration Update”
Dorothy Rodella introduced our member, David StilI,
who has had a long senior career with the U.S.
Immigration Service. David joined the Immigration and
Naturalization Service as an Immigration Inspector at
Port of Entry Calexico, California in 1977. He transferred
to San Francisco as Immigration Examiner in 1981 and
was promoted to Assistant District Director in charge of
Adjudications. He served extended details as Officer in
Charge of the San Jose Office and as an examiner in
Headquarters, Washington DC. David became District
Director in 2001 in charge of INS for 49 northern counties of California – from Monterey
and Bakersfield to the Oregon border. His staff included over 950 employees at 18
locations with responsibility for operations at SF International Airport, all immigration
enforcement and deportation, and the adjudications division. With the reorganization in
2003, David was appointed District Director of the US Citizenship and Immigration
Services branch of the Department of Homeland Security with the same geographical
jurisdiction. He retired July 4, 2007. He and his wife, Nan, live in Monte Rio.

David began his talk with the reminder that Immigration plays only a partial role in people’s moves from one country to
another. Millions pass borders all over the earth, all the time. That flow is driven by “push” and “pull” forces and limited by
intervening obstacles. The “push forces” – something that pushes you out of your home country – include revolutions,
wars, famine, and diseases. “Pull forces” include a good economy in the new country, family members already living
there, education and job opportunities, and other attractions. “Intervening obstacles” include border patrols, immigration
laws, and, of course, geography (oceans and mountains).
David related the changes in laws and regulations during his career with INS and, later, DHS. He worked first under
immigration law defined by the McCarran-Walter Act of 1952. It was designed primarily to keep out communists and was
nationality based – that is, it tried to keep constant the percentages of people according to their original homes. (In other
words, since there were already a lot of Germans, English, and Italians, then people from those countries had an easier
time coming to the US than those of other countries. As a result, few Asians or Africans were allowed in.) Later on, this
priority was relaxed to treat all countries the same but still, people who had family ties in the US were favored. The laws
also favored persons with professional skills and assumed that people who want to be here had the eventual intention of
staying – with permanent residency the goal.
From 1977 and into the 1980’s there was a very open system. There were lots of changes in the world including
revolutions and the fall of the Berlin Wall. There was a good economy and lots of jobs waiting in the US. The policy was
“welcoming” and there was lax enforcement of rules. There were various special immigration and entry programs and no
limitations on how long a visitor stayed.
September 11, 2001 changed everything and, in a few years, Homeland Security was formed and the INS abolished.
Everything was shut down and millions of people were on long waiting lists (25 to 30 years, even for those who meet
requirements!). It was even more necessary for people to have close family already in the US. Strict penalties were in
place for people who had a record of illegal residence in the US – Six years of illegal residence results in a 5 year ban on
entry. A year of illegal residence resulted in a 10 year ban. Fees for citizenship were raised.
There was still a situation where millions of illegal immigrants were/are in the US. The problem is hard to solve. David
related how it would take two 747’s every day, deporting illegal immigrants, some 32 years before all illegals could be
gone.
There are newer themes in place today including a “pathway to citizenship”, and a 1986 amnesty/legalization plan.
Things were ready for agreement – in fact, Vicente Fox (President of Mexico) and George Bush had an amnesty deal…
the day before 9-11. Prior to 9-11, the INS was an open operation, with lots of public contact, but, under DHS, all publicity
stopped. The amnesty program was designed to keep out criminal problem people – It didn’t work.
David then asked if any members have additional questions. Several spoke up:
One concerned the “Dream Act”. David’s response that it was symbolic, nobody could qualify for its rules.
Someone asked, in view of the recent US election, whether immigration law would be affected by ethnic vote. David
agreed that was possible and might be a good plan.
A question was asked about the Bracero Program. David responded that the Bracero program was designed for
temporary agricultural workers – If a worker tried for higher level work then his card would be pulled and he would be sent
home.
Another question: “Silicon Valley – What about all the imported engineers?” David responded that it is effective in
bringing in engineers and other specialists but a “Protect American Labor” rule capped the number of immigrants to
60,000 and that makes it hard for people to come here.

The Final Bell
Harry Polley thanked David Still for his interesting talk and told him that we would be making a donation in David’s
name to The Pathway Home, serving Iraq and Afghanistan vets transitioning back into society.
He then rang the bell, closing the meeting at 1:30 p.m.

After The Bell
Next Week’s (11/9) Speaker – Dr. Joe Serra, “Polio”
Dr. Joe Serra, a retired orthopedic surgeon, active member of Stockton Rotary, and Past DG, 1994-1995
is Adjunct Faculty, Physical Therapy. He has made numerous (11) humanitarian trips in Malawi. He has
also involved in trips to fit children in wheelchairs in Antigua, Guatemala, and Guadalajara. He has taken
polio immunization jaunts to Ethiopia, Liberia, India, and Kenya. He has taught wilderness medicine
courses and has climbed Kilimanjaro twice and K-2. At 81 he still works out to stay fit and, according to a
recent interview, has a secret desire to have a motorcycle and ride it in the Sierra.
Dr. Serra was awarded the Stockton Rotary Vocational Avenues of Service Award – presented by RI
President Cliff Dochterman in recognition of his work in Polio Plus.

The ABC’s of Rotary
(Taken from “The ABCs of Rotary”, a Rotary International publication originally prepared by
Dr. Cliff Dochterman who was RI President in 1992-93)

#42 Youth Exchange
Youth Exchange is one of the most popular programs to promote international understanding and develop lifelong
friendships. It began in 1927 with the Rotary Club of Nice, France. Exchanges in Europe continued until World War II
and resumed after the war in 1946. In 1939, an extensive Youth Exchange was created between California and Latin
America. Since then, the program has expanded around the world. In recent years, more than 7,000 young people
have participated annually in Rotary club- and district-sponsored exchange programs.
The values of Youth Exchange are experienced not only by the high-school-age students involved but also by the
host families, sponsoring clubs, receiving high schools, and the entire community. Youth Exchange participants
usually provide their fellow students in their host schools with excellent opportunities to learn about customs,
languages, traditions, and family life in another country.
Youth Exchange offers young people interesting opportunities and rich experiences to see another part of the world.
Students usually spend a full academic year abroad, although some clubs and districts sponsor short-term exchanges
of several weeks or months.
Youth Exchange is a highly recommended program for all Rotary clubs as a practical activity for the enhancement of
international understanding and goodwill...

Membership Moment – Tom Lambert
WHAT ROTARY IS TO ME. It’s working with friendly people who are not only willing to help,
but want to help in any way they can. It’s supporting many worthy causes, such as The
Pathway Home’s innovative treatment program that successfully helps returning veterans
transition to civilian life. It’s receiving the emotional support and meals provided by
members during flare ups of our son’s chronic illness. It’s the kids’ joy when they “graduate”
from the shallow pool to the deep pool in the Learn-to-Swim program. It’s hearing
interesting and informative programs every week.
It’s contributing to international projects knowing all the money is going towards projects,
and is not siphoned off to bureaucracy. It’s seeing the profound affect the Youth Exchange
experience has had on our club’s exchange students, including a father telling me that his
son completed an internship in Amman, Jordan and a mother saying her daughter is now
enrolled in Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. It’s also knowing that the exchange students
our club hosts return to their homelands to tell everyone what Americans are really like,
dispelling the common stereotypes. It’s receiving a picture of a young woman in her
graduation cap and gown surrounded by her proud family in Puerto Vallarta with a thank you
note saying that her seven years of Programa de Becas scholarships made it possible for
her to achieve her dream of graduating from college. – Tom Lambert

CLICK HERE:
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/hostedemail/email.htm?CID=2098325792
2&ch=D9011C28262CC0489C3579B29DFB2216&h=4fbebd344348ca
4a4b39c2419a3e1337&ei=TDeGotLNt

