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Co-President’s Report – Tom Atkinson & Murray McKay 
 

Applecross Rotary can never be accused of failing its unofficial motto of being “The Club with a 

Difference”. This year the Difference was to adopt two Presidents which allowed Tom to continue 

the good work that he started in 2023/24 whilst Murray was able to take up the reins whenever 

required. 

As will be reported through this Report, this year has seen the development of  

- A Memorandum of Understanding with All Saints College in relation to the Rotary Youth 

Exchange Programme. 

- A new Global Grant application for a speech and hearing program in the wheatbelt of 

Western Australia. 

- A water feature recognising the contribution of John Henderson to the Club. 

- Participated in the development of combined club programmes for the homeless and the 

environment. 

 

In addition to the above, we have continued the programs of previous years which include: 

- the 24th Rotary Jacaranda Festival that seems to develop something new each year. 

- the Perth Makers’ Market parking management. 

- The Rotary Art Show at Booragoon Shopping centre. 

- Our amazingly diverse speaker programme. 

- The mentoring of youth in the wheatbelt. 

- Assisting Ascot Rotary with Bricktober. 

- Completing Valentin’s Rotary Youth Exchange year. 

- Assisting Mama Respond complete the classroom for special needs children in Kenya. 

- Other projects that would make this list too long 

 

None the above programmes would be possible without the support of our sponsors the Good 

Grocer, Pharmacy 777, Ross North Homes and Mont Property. We also receive major assistance 

from LotteryWest, the City of Melville toward the Jacaranda Festival for which we are grateful. 

We were fortunate to have the services of the 2024/25 directors Graeme Fardon, Chris Whelan, 

Ronald Bower, Ray Philp, Logan Duncan-Smith, Peter McEwen, Margaret Brede and Brad 

Franken. There are many members of the Club who have specialised roles that make the Club 

effective, including Chris Dawson as ‘Sergeant’ who manages the weekly meetings, Ian Fairnie 

who has provided an exciting range of speakers, Tony Haeusler who maintains our members 

attendance register, Liz Palmer, Lorrie Brazier  and Kenn Williams for our social events and many 

others who make their contributions to the welfare of the Club. 

It has been a privilege for each of us to be able to act as Presidents of Applecross Rotary for a 

second time and we wish Margaret all the success she could hope for during 2025/26. 
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Community Report  
Thank-you to all volunteers who have helped support any of our main fundraising activities at the 

Perth Makers Market, the Jacaranda Festival Event and the Art Show in the Westfield Shopping 

Centre. These focal points in our club activity allow public donations to be used for many worthy 

Community causes. They table below shows the outcomes of this support. We should all be proud of 

what we have been able to achieve during the past year!  

 

 

PERTH MAKERS MARKET 

There are 6 Perth Makers Markets held each year, with approximately 140 hours of volunteer effort 

at each market. We raised on average around $4000 per market, which continues to increase due to 

the greater use of credit cards. 

We are very fortunate to have the continued support from Greg Brindle providing storage facilities 

for our PMM and JacFest assets at his ‘The Good Grocer’ warehouse.  

Changes are happening with the commencement of the Goolugatup Lowerlands construction that will 

see challenges with disruption to parking availability over the next few markets. We look forward to 

the completion of this project that will provide improved pathways and formalised carparking. 
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STARICK SERVICES 

Starick is a charity supporting women and children escaping Domestic Violence. Applecross Rotary 

has been a supporter for many years and Lorri Brazier continues to be our interface with the group 

providing ‘Start Up’ baskets to the families moving into their new accommodation.  

The Club also finances the Children’s Christmas party and facilitates the delivery of donated furniture 

items. 

Containers For Change (CFC) 

Thanks to George and his co- residents at Riverside Apartments we have reached over $5000 in our 

CFC collections since the scheme started in 2020.  We are also supporting Scouts WA as we use 

their social enterprise to cash in our containers. 

The board has allocated $5000 to Food Bank on behalf of Applecross Rotary and the Riverside 

Apartments Residents from this year’s Charity allocations. 

       

As from November 2023 Clive Pearson has arranged for Applecross Rotary to partner with a 

collection being done by a co-resident (Nick) at the Raffle’s apartment.  Nick has been raising funds 

for the Henry Perkins Research Institute through the ‘MACA Cancer 200 Ride For The Perkins’.  

Applecross Rotary will continue to support this charity through the Raffles container collection. 

   

 

 
 



Applecross Rotary 

2024 -25 Annual Report 
 
 

 7 

 

CRUISING BUTTERFLIES 

In autumn each year South of Perth Yacht Club with support of Kiind (a support organization from 

Perth Children’s Hospital) and other Sponsors including Applecross and Melville Rotary has staged 

“Cruising Butterflies” to take children with life-long health issues onto the Swan River on members 

boats to enjoy a morning of fun on the water. 

Working with Kiind, over 150 children along with their parents, siblings and carers attend this 

special day in the lives of the children that gives their families a short respite from the 24-hour a 

day caring duty. This year’s event was held on Sunday 13th April 2025 with the families arriving 

from 8am ready for the river cruise starting at 9am.  Fifty plus boats, yachts and power boats, 

provide the transport with many of the boat’s skippers and crew dressed up as pirates or in other 

nautical themes. 

After the morning on the water there was the sausage sizzle lunch, (400 sausages cooked by 

Applecross Rotary), along with a ukulele music band, guide dogs, and special guests and events.  

The day wound up early in the afternoon. 

Applecross Rotary provided the Club’s BBQ and the volunteers for cooking and serving sausages in 

a bun (5 cooking and 4 serving).  

Car parking duties, both inside South of Perth Yacht Club and on the Heathcote Lower Land were 

assigned to Applecross Rotary and our Perth Makers Market parking experience was put to good 

use.  

The Club’s donation of $500 helped with cost of running the event. 

The Club’s coordinator was Gordon Dunbar 
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MOUNT HENRY BRIDGE - $10K BEQUEST 

Finally, we were able to recognise the bequest by John Henderson and his late wife Helen for the 

Water Play Element at the renovated Mount Henry Bridge playground. The Water Play element has 

a plaque affixed, stating “Proudly Supported by Applecross Rotary”. It is a wonderful recognition of 

the work that Applecross Rotary does in the Community.  

President Tom Atkinson organised a grant provided by Volunteering WA to host a ‘Volunteer 

Recognition Morning Tea’ at the playground where City of Melville mayor, Katy Mair, formally 

recognised the Henderson’s donation and Applecross Rotary volunteers’ contribution in the City of 

Melville. 
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FOODBANK “GIVE A FEED” HAMPER PACKING  

On the 20th  November 2024, we were once again able to pull together 13 volunteers to assist with 

packing of food hampers at Foodbank for the ‘Give a Feed’ project. In 2024, Give a Feed set a goal 

of providing over 3000 Christmas Hampers to West Australian families in need so that they can 

celebrate Christmas and not go hungry. This is a great hands-on activity providing some competitive  

fun for our volunteers and making a difference for those families in need at Christmas. 

Applecross Rotary also donates to Give a Feed from our Charity allocation as well as through 

volunteers who participated at the Jacaranda Festival who nominate Give A Feed as their charity of 

choice. 

 

 

Applecross Rotary volunteers attending the OH&S briefing  
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ROTARY ART SHOW 
 

 

The combined Applecross Rotary and Melville Rotary Clubs Art Show was once again held in June 

of this year in the Westfield Garden City shopping centre. This was a milestone event in that it was 

the 50th Art Show hosted by the combined clubs. 

Setting up took place on Sunday afternoon and the official opening was performed on Monday 

morning by Mayor Katy Mair The event exhibited 326 artworks from 115 talented artists. Of those, 

60 artworks were sold, generating over $20,000 in sales versus $18,000 last year. 

Distribution of the proceeds is yet to be assessed and take place. 

A very big THANK YOU to all those members and partners who assisted in the recent Art Show. 

There were 23 Applecross Rotary members – 3 wives and I RC member from another club, helping 

this year. A special thanks to Graeme Fardon and Aaron Hoffman for ‘stepping up” at short notice 

and to Jamie Kelly for doing the late-night shifts. 

A call went out to members at the following Tuesday morning meeting for suggestions on ways in 

which this event can be improved. All points will be noted. 

Hamish Turner  
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ASCOT ROTARY CLUB BRICKTOBER 
 

 

Applecross Rotary once again supported the Rotary Club of Ascot’s annual LEGO Bricktober event 

by providing volunteers. This is the second year we’ve assisted with the event, and in return, Rotary 

Ascot manages one of our entry points at the Jacaranda Festival. It's a great example of Rotary 

Clubs working together to share volunteer resources and support the running of each other’s 

community events.  
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Applecross Rotary Jacaranda Festival JF24 – Chris Whelan 
 
The event was on Sunday 24th November 2024. The Sunday date reconfirmed the success of the 

change made in 2023, appreciated by both local store owners and the public. This also allows an 

easier set up on the Saturday. The event date should remain on a Sunday unless a new factor arises. 

 

Attendance was good, with a crowd of +13,000. The weather was “hot”. Feedback was 

overwhelmingly positive. From the survey of 152 patrons conducted on the day, 50% were first time 

attendees, most of whom come from postcode 6000 and adjacent areas; 57% of attendees were City 

of Melville residents. While 67% of attendees knew that the City of Melville are a major event 

sponsor, only 39% knew that Lotterywest are also a major sponsor. We must address this issue. There 

were no safety incidents of significance. Donations at the entry points were generous, and comparable 

to recent years.  

 

The cost of publicity and promotion for the event was lower that at JF23. We used the new signage 

obtained in 2023. We spent $5500 on a purchased service to administer the Social Marketing.  

 

Useful feedback from patrons includes compliments/complaints about the extra seating/shade. The 

use of the Jeff Joseph Reserve for stall holder car parking was a success and there was almost no 

feedback on parking issues.  

 

 
 

There were 170+ stallholders on site, including 12 NFP’s. Marketlife again provided excellent 

stallholder administration services, under supervision from Rotarian Graeme Fardon. Stallholder 

feedback was overwhelmingly positive, and little changed from JF23. Several useful suggestions 

were received. 

 

The waste minimisation initiative was partially successful, thanks to $12,5000 support from the City 

of Melville. Favourable feedback was given on-line, in the public survey comments, and in e-mail 

feedback.  The complexity of logistics around reusable cups and crockery is a matter that needs to be 

explored further. While the concept is forward looking, we ran out of reusable cups. The solution will 

require even more inventory of appropriate assets, hence a higher cost. We must question the cost 

benefit of the whole initiative. 

Total waste generated on the day was down 8% at 204 kgs. Waste to landfill from the event was 77kg, 

up from 35kg at JF23, and from 48kgs at JF22. The 77kg included 25 kg of waste that previously was 
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classified as FOGO. Additional data is attached. The public education impact of this initiative feels 

important and should continue. 

 

The event was funded by City of Melville ($25,000) and Lotterywest ($15000). Riviere Residences 

donated $5000 to fund entertainment at the event. As mentioned, the City of Melville made available 

other funds for the waste minimization initiative. The support from our Club Sponsors was great; they 

each provided effective practical support on the day.  

 

The event approvals for JF24 were processed easily, using the City of Melville’s events application 

portal. Rotarian Margaret Brede obtained all approvals with good efficiency. 

 

The event footprint expanded to include MacDonald Road East, up to Stack Lane, including the small 

local car park. Despite initiatives to activate that car park, the area offers poor prospects for the stall 

holders, and we probably will discontinue the initiative. The rest of the event footprint was very 

successful.  

 

The single direction bump in/out process worked well. It will be continued, with minor amendments. 

 

The entertainment program, the kid’s zone, the street entertainment, and the quiet/shade zones were 

well received. The content mix at the Kids Zone needs a tweak. 

 

The event was supported by an ever-growing number of volunteer groups, including significant 

support from 5 other Rotary Clubs, from both Waylen Bay and Fremantle Sea Scouts, and from Mama 

Respond. There were +130 volunteers involved on the event date. 

 

An Interact initiative supervised by Rotarian Shauna McKee-Kinney, the Pathways of Hope, allowed 

about 30 young teenagers to engage in preparation of and activity on the event day. 

 

Preparation for JF 24 required approximately 640 volunteer hours from 13 Club Members before the 

event (down from 890 for JF23). This due to the efficacy of the Teamwork tool. 
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The event day required 935 volunteer hours (JF23 was 915), of which 406 volunteer hours (43%) 

(JF23 was 335) was given by Applecross Rotary members. This is a good indicator that the network 

of other volunteers can sustain the day. 

 

Notable support groups include the volunteers at the waste bins (arranged by City of Melville: 85 

hours), Fremantle Sea Scouts (70 hours), Manning Rippers (52 hours) and Mama Respond Team (59 

hours). 

 

The Teamwork project planning tool is now a key club asset, with over 530 discreet activities in the 

project plan. Coordination between project team members improved this year.  

 

Feedback from key volunteers, stallholders and the public will drive improvements at JF25. This 25th 

anniversary event is an opportunity to showcase and to rebrand our Club’s premier activity. 

 

Event information and a recommendation on Community Donations totalling $24,150 are reported 

below. The event cash flow was negative $855; this cash loss was funded by Applecross Rotary. 

Fundraising by and donations to Applecross Rotary on the event day totalled $17,778. 

 

An acknowledgment to the Lead Team who delivered the project: Margaret Brede, Chris Dawson, 

Graeme Fardon, Brad Franken, George Mavros, Murray McKay, Liz Palmer, Ray Philp, Mal Taylor, 

Kenn Williams. A big “thank you” to all Club members and friends who volunteered before and on 

the event date. 

 

Chris Whelan (JF24 Event Coordinator)  
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International Report – Chris Whelan 

The 2024/25 Rotary year again was vibrant and rewarding for our club’s International Projects. We 

continued to extend our support to our neighbouring regions to the north and the west. 

Our ongoing program in Kenya, aiding special needs students at Noonkopir Township Primary 

School, that saw remarkable collaboration among 15 Rotary Clubs, 4 Rotary Districts across 3 

continents, and Mama Respond International, wrapped up the first Global Grant in Q3 2024, and the 

second Global Grant will be closed in Q1 2025. An exert from the final report to The Rotary 

Foundation follows: 

GG2233173: Final Sponsors Report 

Executive Summary 

This report outlines a successful collaboration between RC Embakasi (Kenya) and Applecross Rotary 

(Australia), which aimed to address the needs of special needs students at Noonkopir Primary School 

in Kitengela, Kenya. The project focused on improving the physical and educational environment for 

students with special needs, ensuring they receive the support and resources necessary to thrive 

academically. 

Background 

In 2021, RC Embakasi and Applecross Rotary joined forces to support special needs students at 

Noonkopir Primary School, located in Kitengela, Kenya. The school serves a population of over 1,400 

students, 40 of whom have special needs. The school’s special needs unit is the only one of its kind 

in Kitengela, a community of more than 150,000 people. 

Students with disabilities at the school often face isolation, and their educational prospects are limited 

due to inadequate facilities. One critical issue was the lack of appropriate toilet facilities for disabled 

students, depriving them of a basic human right. By addressing this gap, the project sought to improve 

the personal and educational outcomes for these students and provide much-needed medical 

assistance from local healthcare providers. 

Project Objectives 

1. To provide accessible and adequate toilet facilities for disabled students at Noonkopir 

Primary School. 

2. To offer medical assistance through local agencies, supporting the health and educational 

prospects of the students. 

International Cooperation 

The project involved collaboration between Rotarians in Kenya and Australia, supported by nine 

Rotary Clubs and Mama Respond International, a non-profit organization. This international 
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cooperation allowed for a broad range of expertise, resources, and support to address the needs of the 

students effectively. 

Project Scope 

Rotary and Mama Respond worked closely with Noonkopir Primary School, its students, teachers, 

and the surrounding community to establish a comprehensive special needs unit. The new unit 

includes: 

• New toilets, which were the primary focus of the Rotary Global Grant Application. 

• Classrooms designed for special needs students., including a treatment and assessment 

room, a kitchen and dining for food preparation and nutrition and an administration space 

to support the unit’s operations. 

These new facilities replaced outdated, inadequate spaces, providing a safe, accessible environment 

for both students and staff. 

Project Outcome 

• The toilet block was completed on schedule. 

• Cost Variance: The final cost of the toilet block exceeded the initial budget. This variance 

was caused by discrepancies between the project’s original drawings and the construction 

bids. The project contingency fund was used to cover this cost overrun. 

• The original scope of work was 100% delivered, with all planned facilities completed as 

outlined. 

• Local content maximisation: All construction work was carried out by Kenyan contractors, 

and all materials and fixtures were sourced locally, ensuring economic benefits for the 

community. 

• After completion, there was a delay in opening the toilet block due to a failure in the local 

water supply. However, this issue was resolved, and the toilets now operate with a reliable 

water source. 

• The monitoring and evaluation tasks were completed in March 2025. All outcomes were as 

had been anticipated in the original GG application. A few points of detail were noted and 

directed to the school administration. 

Evolving Support for Public Health Initiatives 

The project has gained recognition from the Kenya Ministries of Education and Health. The newly 

developed facilities are now a role model for other schools to aspire to and have positively impacted 

the community's stigma towards disabled children. Additionally, local community buy-in, has 

helped ensure the sustainability and long-term success of the project. 

Project Funding & Expenses 

• Total Project Funding: $36,021 

• TRF Contribution: $19,800. 

• Expenditures: The funding was to construct the toilet block, as well as some of the health 

assessments, which were completed in full. 
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Sustainability 

• Facility Life Expectancy: The new facilities are designed to last for over 25 years. 

• The project has been accepted by the Ministry of Education in Kenya who have also 

deployed Special Ed teachers and is now recognised as a model for other schools. 

• The involvement of the Strong Mamas group has ensured strong local support, increasing 

the likelihood of the project’s continued success and maintenance.” 

 

On other fronts, Applecross Rotary proudly supported the Rotary Club of Mandurah Districts with 

an additional $3000 donation, bringing our total contribution to $8000. Partnering with NGO Fair 

Future Foundation in Sumba, Indonesia, they advance Water Connections and Malaria Prevention 

programs in East Sumba. This area suffers from limited financial resources, hindering access to 

essential water and health services as they to struggle with high malaria rates, exacerbated by 

remoteness, lack of funding, and poor infrastructure. Recent project team visits revealed that the 

provision of clean water, toilets, septic systems, medical supplies, and health education has 

revolutionized these small villages, significantly reducing infection and mortality rates. 

 

Villagers receiving their new bed nets 

Our commitment to global sanitation continued with assistance last financial year to support the 

Rotary Club of Fremantle’s Global Grant application to build school toilets in India, can to fruition 

during the year. 

We supported Stiches of Hope with their new school set up in Cambodia ($3200) and we purchased 

35 sleeping bags ($1750) from them for distribution to the homeless in the Mandurah area.  
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Strong Mama group in Kitengela, Kenya 

We supported Wheelchairs for Kids with $2000 donation to transport a sea- container of 

wheelchairs to Kenya, and we supported Mama Respond with $3000 for the “Strong Mama” 

program in Nairobi. We also transferred $1832, the unused balance of the 23/24 District Grant for a 

Kenyan feasibility study for standardised toile facilities, to enable completion of the fit out of the 

Noonkopir Primary School.            

Furthermore, we made contributions of $1000 to Polio Plus and $6000 to The Rotary Foundation. 

Our club’s international efforts this year have made a meaningful difference in many lives, and we 

look forward to continuing our impactful work in the years to come. 
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Membership Report – Margaret Brede 
 

At the beginning of the Rotary year for 2024/2025 our membership stood at 29 active members and 

6 Honorary members. Members could be forgiven for forgetting that Lorri Brazier was Honorary 

and no longer ‘active’ with the continuing role she plays at Applecross Rotary with the organisation 

of the rosters for Makers Markets. Thank you, Lorri, for your continued active role supporting in so 

many ways. 

Our current Co-President, Murray McKay, has recently transitioned to become an Honorary 

Member as he takes extended leave to join his family in Darwin. We thank Murray for his 

considerable contribution both as a member and as Co-President in support of President Tom and 

look forward to his return in the future. 

We were delighted to welcome 4 new enthusiastic members to Applecross Rotary. We welcome 

Michele Muir, Aaron Hoffman and Clive Purt as new members and we also welcome back Suresh 

Prabhakaran. They have all embraced the spirit of service and made significant contributions to the 

club and our community activities, and it is this enthusiasm and eagerness to become actively 

involved that will support Applecross Rotary in our service to the community both locally and 

overseas. Congratulations on joining us and we thank you for your contributions especially through 

your willingness to take on leadership roles in the new Rotary year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Associate Members who support Applecross 

Rotary in so many of our activities and events. Your valuable contribution to the club is much 

appreciated. 

As we embark on the new Rotary year for 2025/2026 the Board is considering ways to support 

members in reducing the annual dues whilst still meeting our required financial commitments. 

Members will be advised of the annual fee following board discussion and approval. 

As always, the issue of attracting and retaining new members will continue into the new year. We 

are optimistic that with the enthusiasm of the new Membership Director and the support of all at 

Applecross Rotary we will continue to build the strength and diversity of our membership.  
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PHF & BENEFACTOR RECOGNITIONS 
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Program Report – Ian Fairnie 
Guiding Principles: 

• Informing members of new developments that may improve the quality of life for 

disadvantaged people 

• Encouraging presentations from people looking for support for current or proposed projects 

which focus on benefits to a local or international community 

◦ Applecross Rotarians are Influencers as well as People of Action, so our support will be 

more than financial, such as recruiting other Rotary Clubs, in WA and overseas, to join 

our Global Grant project to improve the hearing of children in the WA Wheatbelt 

• Championing the endeavours of young people  

• Informing new members about projects funded by the Club 

• Informing all members about matters impacting our local or national community 

• Receiving updates from groups who have received Club support 

For the record: 
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Club Financial Report (unaudited) – Brad Franken  
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Strong Sponsor Support 

The Jacaranda Festival in Applecross has received tremendous backing from its sponsors, Lottery 

West and The City of Melville, highlighting flourishing partnerships that benefits the community. 

Lottery West has been a steadfast supporter of the festival, contributing significantly to underwriting 

our event costs. Their commitment ensures that any surplus is reinvested back into our local 

community, making a real difference. We are grateful for their ongoing support and the positive 

impact it has on our community initiatives. 

Similarly, The City of Melville has increased its support, both financially and logistically, in response 

to the growing needs of sustainability and our shared responsibility to be socially and environmentally 

aware. Their heightened involvement underscores their dedication to making the Jacaranda Festival 

a cornerstone of the city’s event calendar. We deeply appreciate their essential role in our event’s 

success. 

In addition to these institutional sponsors and marking 16 years of collaborative success, Applecross 

Rotary has forged enduring partnerships with local businesses. Starting with four local businesses in 

2016, including Greg Brindle at The Good Grocer, Matthew Podesta at Mont Realty, Nigel Krummel 

at Pharmacy 777, and Ross North from Ross North Homes, our club sponsors continue to contribute 

generously to local community causes.  

Their sustained support is a testament to their commitment to our community-focused initiatives. 

At Applecross Rotary, we understand the importance of fostering meaningful relationships with our 

sponsors. We work closely with them to ensure mutual benefits, acknowledging their contributions 

prominently in all our events and publicity. This collaborative approach ensures that our partnerships 

thrive and continue to serve the needs of our community. 

Furthermore, we extend our gratitude to Dome, Deepwater Point, for providing us with a welcoming 

community space for our weekly meetings. Their generosity contributes greatly to our ability to 

organize and plan events that benefit our local area. 

The support from our sponsors and partners is invaluable, and together, we look forward to another 

successful Jacaranda Festival, celebrating community spirit and unity in Applecross. 
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We acknowledge our generous 2024-25 Sponsors 

Corporate Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacaranda Festival Sponsors 
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