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Last week’s Rotary Minute was delivered by Esther Degollado who 
talked about the history of "Rotary Ann's". In many Rotary clubs 
throughout the world, wives of male members are affectionately 
called "Rotary Ann’s." This started in 1914 when San Francisco 
Rotarians boarded a special train to attend the Rotary 
Convention in Houston - in those days few wives attended Rotary 
events – so the only woman aboard was the wife of Rotarian Bru 
Brunnier. She was introduced as the Rotarian's Ann. One of the 
greeters was Guy Gundaker of Philadelphia, whose wife was also 
named Ann, someone started the Rotary Ann chant. The two 
petite ladies, Ann Brunnier and Ann Gundaker, were hoisted to the 
men's shoulders and paraded about the hall. The group loved the 
title given to the two women named Ann. Immediately the same 
term of endearment was used for all of the wives in attendance, 
and the name "Rotary Ann" was here to stay. 
The program continued with a presentation by Gina Palma, Sr. 
Business Development Officer at LiftFund, a non-profit Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) and Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) that supports small business 
owners with limited access to capital through small business loans 
and technical support for their dreams of entrepreneurship. Ms. 
Palma share that since 1994 they’ve provided over $150 million of 
dollars in micro and small business loans to 15,000 diverse, hard-
working entrepreneurs. Just this year they have helped 700 
entrepreneurs totaling $14 million dollars and over 2,000 individuals 
served with business and financial education.  LiftFund offers small 
business loans from $500 to $500,000 for terms of 6 to 120 months and 
fixes rates that vary from 7 to 12.5% every. Financing is not the only 
thing offered, their clients also receive online business educations 
and financial & business management consultations. According to 
Ms. Palma, the helps fund startups with  
lower rates than credit cards and pay- 
day lenders and lower credit scores 
are considered. LiftFund also offer flexi- 
bility on collateral requirements, plus  
clients are connected to other small  
business resources available in our com- 
munity. She concluded the presenta- 
tion by talking about two of the current  
lending offers available in partnership  
with the City of Laredo.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                                        

 

 

FRI, March 22 – LDRC 4-Way Test @ 7:30am (Laredo Country Club) 
FRI, March 29 – Sign-In only @ 7:30am (Laredo Country Club) 
THU, April 4 – Area 12 4-Way Test @ 6:30pm (WFC 1406 Jacaman) 
SAT-SUN, April 26-27 – District Conference (Harlingen Conf Center) 
SAT, June 1 –District Assembly @ 8:30am (Texas A&M Kingsville) 
SAT, June 22 –Installation @ 6:30am (La Posada, Phillip V Room) 
 

LDRC Rotary Four-Way Test 
Student Speaking Contest 

 

The Rotary Four Way Test Student Speaking 
Contest is a well-known competition we 

host every year. It is of special importance 
because truthfulness, fairness and goodwill 

are beneficial to all and are the 
cornerstones of our lives. This public 

speaking competition supports speaking 
and listening and is an opportunity for 
students to develop skills in listening, 

reading, public speaking and creative 
writing. The Rotary Four Way Test is a world-
wide set of ethics and values that can be 
applied to everyday life. Whoever wins this 
contest today will compete in the Area 12 

Rotary Four-Way Test Student Speaking 
Contest in two weeks, and the area winner 
will earn the opportunity to compete at the 
district level during the District Conference. 

3/4 - Annie Gutierrez 
3/10 – Jean Francois  

3/17 – Paul Frey   
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