VICTORIANORTHSIDE ROTARY

2026
Future Service Leader Scholarship
Application

Deadline for Submission: February 20, 2026
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“Service Above Self”

Who We Are: Since 1905, Rotarians have been solving real problems with real commitment and vision.
“Rotary is a global network of more than 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem solvers. ”

e We transform communities - Approximately 47 million volunteer hours each year
e \We connect people - More than 1.2 million members worldwide
e \We fund sustainable projects - *$291 million awarded for global service initiatives. (*2023-24)

Vision Statement: Rotarians work to improve our world, and we remain committed to the cause.
” Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change — across the globe, in
our communities, and in ourselves. ”

Our Mission: Rotarians utilize their passion, energy, and intelligence to drive sustainable projects.
“We provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace
through our fellowship of business, professional, and community leaders. ”

What We Do: Rotary members believe that we have a shared responsibility to take action on our world’s most
persistent issues. Our more than 46,000 clubs work together to:
e Promote peace
Fight disease
Provide clean water, sanitation, and hygiene
Improve maternal and child health
Support education
Grow local economies
e Protect the environment

Rotary Structure: Rotary is made up of three parts:
e Our clubs — Traditional, Rotaract, Interact
e Rotary International — Headquarters in Flint, Michigan, USA
e The Rotary Foundation - spent more than $4 billion on life-changing, sustainable projects

Victoria Northside Rotary Scholarship Objective: To initiate continual opportunities for Victoria County
graduating seniors to better understand the value of service and their need for service leadership development
by engaging themselves in their community service involvement activities.

Victoria Northside Rotary Club History (https://northsiderotarytx.org/):
e Chartered May 2, 1968
Largely focused on supporting educational development in Victoria County
Supports youth leadership development (RYLA)
Conducts 4-Way Test Speech Competition
Helped create Field of Dreams for the Victoria area, challenged athletes
Sponsored International Night — Texas A&M: Victoria (formerly University of Houston — Victoria)



https://northsiderotarytx.org/

Scholarship Information

e Annual Award: The Future Service Leader scholarship(s) will be awarded annually. This is a one-time
one-thousand-dollar ($1,000) non-renewable scholarship to be paid to the winning recipients.

e Scholarship Distribution: The scholarship will be disbursed directly to the students during a Rotary
Club meeting.

e Deadline: Applications must be received before 5 PM, February 20, 2026. There will be no exceptions.

e Notifications: Scholarship recipients will be notified by March 15, 2026.

Scholarship Requirements:

e Applicants’ Accomplishments:

o

o
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Applicants must plan to attend a post-secondary degree or certification program from a two or
four-year university or college, or technical school.

Applicants must demonstrate leadership abilities, participate in community service, and
demonstrate a desire to continue serving others through various community activities and
outreach programs.

Applicants must graduate from high school or earn their G.E.D. before June 15, 2026.
Transcript(s): Applicants must submit their high school transcripts or certified documents
reflecting either the applicant’s minimum 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) cumulative Grade Point Average or
minimum unweighted average of a 90 (on a 100-point scale) through their Senior (1% semester
completion) year of high school. GED students must provide proof of completion of all areas on
the GED.

Three Letters of Recommendation (see below) referred from non-family members, preferably
from school administration, teachers, staff, employers, clergy, etc.

(Helpful but Optional) Official SAT or ACT scores

(Helpful but Optional) Official Acceptance Letter from a post-secondary school or institution.

e Applicants’ Plans:

o

Applicants must describe their plans for furthering their education and leadership development
after high school

o The applicants must share how they intend to use the scholarship funds.

e Application Mailing
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Email: npenry55@gmail.com
Postal Mail: Scholarship Committee, P.O. Box 7883, Victoria, TX 77903
(Postmarked by 2/20/2026)



Scholarship Applicant Information (il information must be typed)

Name:

First Middle (Initial) Last
Address:

Street City State Zip Code
Telephone #: Email

Are you or any members of your family involved in a Rotary Club or project? (If yes, please explain)

High School Name:

Cumulative Grade Point Average:

List Academic Honors and Advanced Course Credits:




List all school and/or community activities in which you have participated (student council, music, sports,
volunteer organization, etc.). If the space for this section is inadequate, please continue to the back of this sheet.

Activity Dates & Duration Associated Earned Awards, Honors,
Participated Positions Held

How many cumulative service hours have you earned in 2025?

Provide some explanation of the hours stated above that includes previous employment, leadership
opportunities, volunteer service, achievements, honors & awards (75 - 100 words):




What aspects of Rotary International most align with your values? (75 - 100 words):

Provide an example of a situation (or two) in which you identified your need to encourage others to become
involved. How did you motivate others, and what was the result? (150 - 200 words)

In what service activity, event, or organization do you plan to involve yourself after graduation, and why is
community service of interest to you? (75 - 100 words)

What unique quality sets you apart from others? How? (50 — 75 words)




Choose one of the following guestions to which to respond. (250 - 300 words)

» To date, in what personal accomplishment do you take the greatest pride?

» What or who convinced or inspired you to choose to further your education beyond high school or your GED,
and how have they impacted you?

» Describe a challenge you overcame. What did you learn from overcoming the challenge?

**Type a 300-500-word essay including your post-high school or GED educational plans, career goals, and
service goals. Include how this scholarship assistance will help you to reach those goals. (Please attach your
essay to this application. Include your name at the top of the essay.)

Applicant Certification
All information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Applicant’s Signature: Date




References

e Obtain three personal references. (If possible, one reference should be identified as a member of a
Rotary Club.)

e Personal Reference Questionnaire: Please type your answers to the following questions.
What is your relationship with the applicant? (Ex: teacher, counselor, coach, mentor, etc.)
o How long have you known the applicant?

o Why do you believe this applicant is a strong candidate for the Northside Rotary Club
scholarship?

o What qualities and characteristics best demonstrate the applicant's service-orientation?

o Describe the applicant’s leadership with an example of the applicant’s positive impact on others.



